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Friday morning and the weather was 
bleak. It was windy and raining and 
sooo cold for early autumn. Never-
theless, Che Golus started process-

ing registrations and downloading waypoints 
into our GPSs. These waypoints would be 
used to select flying tasks when the weather 
cleared. We then had an impromptu Q&A 
time with Godfrey which included some 
excellent insights. Thanks, mate – really 
helpful. I asked a few stupidly-basic ques-
tions and got some serious answers as always.

Our team was ready to make tracks 
home if the bad weather continued for Sat-
urday, but when we woke, there was a fairly 
dense fog over the campsite. That means light 
winds and coming sunshine. The officials set 
the briefing for the mountain’s west launch at 
11:45. The sense of excitement grew as peo-
ple started loading gliders into cars, packing 
lunches and filling water bottles. 

We got up there early (about 10:45)  
and the sky had cleared revealing the valley, 
now basking nearly 2000ft (600m) below. 
The wind was coming straight up the face  
in cycles between about five and 25km/h. 

The task was set and we gathered around 
to see the board and hear the instructions. 
We were to find our first climb anywhere 
within a two-kilometre radius of launch. 
There was an inversion layer at about 
2000m, so we probably wouldn’t get any 
higher than that. As we left that two kilo-
metres, the clock would start for our indi-
vidual time. We would then fly south to a 
one-kilometre circle around Manilla touch 
footy fields for turnpoint one, and then bear 
away south-east to the little church at Halls 
Creek, about 20km further on. Upon enter-
ing a 400m radius around that point, we 
would be considered to have arrived and our 

time keeping would stop. All this would be 
scored in retrospect from our GPS track log. 
This was all new to me with my secondhand 
Garmin 72, but with a little help, we got the 
route set, the proximity distances and alarms 
all set up and I was ready to fly.

Only a few parameters were added:  
We couldn’t leave the start location before 
12:15 and we had to finish the task before 
4:30 and report back to the safety officer. 
Everyone was to turn to the right in ther-
mals inside the start radius to minimise the 
chances of collision as 60 pilots searched for 
their first climb. 

For the three of us, Craig, Julian and 
myself, this would be the first time we had 
flown anything more than a would-be winter 
thermal, and though I’d clocked up more 

than 70 hours, this would be the first time  
I’d flown more than 500ft above launch, ever. 

I launched first of the three of us and 
before long found my vario telling me I was 
climbing at about 2m/sec. I started to turn 
right and climbed to about 100m above the 

ONE HAPPY NEWBIE
Brent Leggett

ANZAC DAY WEEKEND AT MANILLA AND THE WEEKEND WARRIORS EVENT SAW 60 PEOPLE REGISTERED 

FOR THE COMP. THE MAJORITY OF THE PILOTS CAME FROM BYRON BAY, BRISBANE AND SYDNEY’S 

NORTHERN BEACHES. IT WAS A TOTALLY NEW EXPERIENCE FOR ME  MY FIRST CROSSCOUNTRY 

FLIGHT. I OFFER THE STORY BY WAY OF THANKS TO THE ORGANISERS OF THIS EXCELLENT EVENT, CHE 

GOLUS AND JAMES LAWSON, AND TO ENCOURAGE THOSE READERS WHO, LIKE ME, RARELY VENTURE 

AWAY FROM THE CONVENIENCE OF THE COAST OUT INTO THE CROSSCOUNTRY SIDE OF OUR SPORT.

Happy to be there

Briefing time
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launch. The thermal was drifting with the 
wind over behind the ridge and toward the 
valley. This was my first ever thermal climb 
and I tried hard just to ignore the ground 
and listen to the vario beeping away at me, 
but being a coastal pilot, flying behind the 
ridge was completely foreign and warning 
bells were going off in my head. I started  
to lengthen my windward legs back toward 
the ridge and before long I lost the thermal 
and found the sinking air that always sur-
rounds it. It took about 30 seconds to be 
back at launch height and square one. 

A few minutes later I found another 
cycle had triggered in the same place and 
this time I decided to conscientiously follow 
it, and I did – right up to 1770m and the 
wispy underside of the clouds.

I couldn’t believe it! Those tiny specs, 
which were the three experienced pilots who 
had climbed out earlier, were now level with 
me. The 30 or more gliders laid out on the 
launch area looked like coloured ‘hundreds 
and thousands’ below. I had climbed 900m 
from launch at about 2.5m/sec, so I had 
been circling and tracing that column for 
about six minutes. Now I had to decide 
where to head and when. I knew the head-
ing to the first turnpoint, but I knew I 
wouldn’t get there without another climb. 
And now another marker appeared. Climb-
ing up beneath me was Che. I called out 
to him to be sure, “Is that you Che?” “Yep,” 
came the reply, “isn’t this better than coastal 
soaring?” “Yeah, and it’s scarier!” I said.  
I wanted to add ‘It’s colder too.’ I was flying 
in a pair of jeans with cargo pants over,  
a T-shirt and a cheap nylon jumper. No 

gloves, no balaclava, no fancy cocoon harness 
either. Lesson learned there. 

I decided to follow Che, so when he 
diverged from the path of the other three 
and headed south, back toward the Borah 
range I applied full speedbar and followed. 
He was heading to the north-facing re-
entrants that had been soaking up the sun-
light all morning and would surely trigger 
some thermals. He was right. Our climb out 
of there was much quicker and rougher at 
the top and bottom. This is high concentra-
tion flying in a DHV2 ‘Sky Brontes’ for  
a first-time cross-country pilot. I’d learned 
about pitch control, but never needed to  
do much of it till now. I’d practised some 
asymmetrical collapses and was glad I had. 

From the top of that climb, we reached 
TP 1 on glide at about 1000m amsl. I think 
the town is about 350m, so I was about 
650m agl and I felt like I was about to bomb 
out! Truth was: I could have flown another 
five or so minutes looking for thermals had I 
needed to, but I didn’t need to. I picked up 
a few bubbles and remembered my instruc-
tions to not be distracted by them. Sure 
enough they weren’t the thermal I was after. 
When I found it, there was no mistaking. 
The vario pitch climbed steadily and then 
strongly and I started to turn, listening all 
the time to see if I was staying close to it or 
travelling away. Another three minutes and  
I was back up at cloudbase and heading off 
for another probable trigger which was basi-
cally en-route.

I was still following Che, though we 
hadn’t climbed the same thermal this time 
and this time he got away. His glide ratio 
and speed in his new competition glider was 
always much faster than mine, but till now, 
I had still entered the same thermal at nearly 
the same point. This time when he got a 
climb, I couldn’t find it and was left to find 
my own. 

It didn’t prove to be any trouble with 
a good dose of beginner’s luck. The theory 
worked a treat. I asked myself, “Where would 
the heat be generated and what would trigger 
it to start it’s journey upwards?” The next two 
climbs were ploughed paddocks on the wind-
ward side of a ridgeline. If the thermal didn’t 
trigger from the paddock itself, the ridgeline 
would give it the incentive to be free. 

The next problem that I faced was that  
I didn’t know what our goal looked like.  
The GPS told me where it was, but work-

Great views – above and below

Launch time
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ing out where that point on the ground 
was from 15km away was difficult. I had 
to assess the reported distance to the goal, 
the rate of descent on glide and the ground 
speed (about 63km/h on this downwind leg) 
and try to calculate in my busy head how far 
I could get. In truth I didn’t even need my 
last climb. 

As it turned out Che skipped the last 
two and glided straight in with just 200m  
to spare about 15 to 20 minutes ahead of 
me. I got there still at 1200m which gave me 
the best chance I’d ever had to practice spiral 
dives. By the time I landed, there was only 
Che and one other pilot who had arrived.  
I was stoked to have made it, let alone in 
good time. I was glad to have learned so 
much and to feel warm again. 

For days afterwardss, and still now, I 
find I’m a bit haunted by that experience. 
Being up there just under the clouds, left 
alone with just your glider, your GPS and 
your knowledge, and being able to bring 
those things together with the sky’s energy to 
get somewhere that you intend to go was a 
strange kind of magic; unforgettable. I can’t 
wait to do it again. 

Thanks again to the organisers and spon-
sors of the comp, to Che who encouraged us 
to have a go and to the whole community of 

pilots that welcomes newbies and offers their 
invaluable experience to help us along.

 

H G F A

Photos: Courtesy Brent Leggett

Photo: Jane Chapman

John and Pete flying near Kilcunda on 
the Bass Coast with Cape Wollamie  
on Phillip island in the background
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 acchus Marsh is, by some of my classmates, 
 characterised as “where the beautiful  
   Australian outback keeps its trash”. I’ve  
   been told by Mr Buchanan at the Geelong 
Gliding Club that they will be flying today, 
and that I’m more than welcome to pay 
them a visit. Hungry for visually intriguing 
adventure, I can’t do anything but humbly 
accept his offer.

After a one hour train ride, I find myself 
at Bacchus Marsh station. With nothing 
but my camera and a poorly printed Google 
map in my hands, I find myself a taxi and  
a nice Indian who tells me he knows where 
to go. The scenery of the Marsh is just like 
I’ve always pictured Australia to be, with 
long red dirt roads, a bright blue sky and  
a low haze hiding the horizon. 

‘A nice day for flying,’ I think to myself, 
and decide to use that phrase as my icebreak-
er for the day. It’s always a bit frightening 
when meeting people you have never met 
before, so such an opening line is good to 
have in your back pocket. 

A quick and pleasant introduction is 
beneficial when you have only so many 
hours to photograph someone’s story. To my 
embarrassment I’m soon to find out that my 
opening line gives me away as somewhat of a 
dilettante, as it is not a good day for gliding. 

Despite the poor gliding conditions, the 
day is beautiful none-the-less and a dedicat-
ed group of people have found their way to 

the Bacchus Marsh aerodrome this morning. 
I would soon discover that the suspicious 
and hostile attitude I often meet when walk-
ing around with my camera in the city is far 
from the case at the aerodrome. People are 
very welcoming, and no-one obstruct against 
my camera whatsoever. At the clubhouse, 
shared by the three gliding clubs located  
in the Marsh, I’m introduced to Wayne,  
one of the old enthusiasts of the Geelong 
Gliding Club. He tells me that the club  
has a range of different people as members, 
but, as I could see this day, most members 
are grown men of a respectable age: grown 
up boys with a deeply rooted joy of flying,  
to be precise.

Gliding is theoretically as simple as the 
mechanical principle behind the glider, 
but as sophisticated and demanding as the 
glider’s construction and the know-how of 
its pilot. The aircraft is built to very high 
standards and low weight, and it flies on 
the simple concept that its name implies. 
It is ‘tugged’ up by a motorised aeroplane, 
winched up or even sometimes projected out 
from great heights, and then glides on the 
wind, impeded by a good portion of gravity. 

The glider used on this Saturday has a 
factor of 40:1, which means that it can fly 
40 metres with a latitude drop of one metre. 
In order to ascend again, the pilot locates 
and utilises winds or areas of warm rising air 
and can, in that way, extend his flight time. 
The World record for distance covered in a 
glider is more than 2000km. 

As my day at the Bacchus Marsh aero-
drome progresses, I am so lucky to meet a 
lot of nice people, either there just to watch 
or to fly themselves. This day they use 
motorised aircraft, which tugs and releases 
glider after glider. And as time passes, and 
gliders ‘swoosh’ down, I feel that I get more 
and more worried. Not because the harsh 
sunlight in the open surroundings of the 
runway is frying my winter-pale skin, but 
because my name is moving up on the flight 

plan. Anxious and excited I am given a short 
‘walk through’ of the aircraft, before Wayne, 
my pilot for the day, tells me to get in and 
fasten my seatbelt. As the ‘tugger’ in front 
of us is accelerating down the runway I can 
feel a great amount of adrenaline pump-
ing through my young and innocent veins. 
A few minutes later and many feet higher, 
Wayne tells me to pull the yellow lever in 
front of me. Hesitantly I abide and gasp as 
the line between us and the ‘tugger’ discon-
nects from the glider. Now we just glide.

 
Photos: Morten W Haugen

An Experience at Bacchus Marsh
Morten W Haugen

IT IS EARLY SATURDAY MORNING. TOO EARLY, IN FACT, BUT I NEED  

TO GET UP AND CATCH THE 8:08AM TRAIN FOR BACCHUS MARSH,  

A SMALL TOWN OUTSIDE THE CITY OF MELBOURNE. 

G F A
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RF Developments Pty Ltd, Queensland, Australia
Design and manufacture of Aviation instruments and avionics since 1995. 

[www.rf-developments.com] Phone: +61 (0)7 54635670 
Flarm and ADS-B technology specialists 

Run by pilots who actively fly gliders and sports aircraft!

OzFlarm situation awareness system. Detect easily on a compass rose display the 
position of other Flarm equipped aircraft. Now 400 systems operating in Australia  
and growing. Future ADS-B receive compatibility with technology developed by RFD. 
Can connect to PDA to provide GPS source. Will work with hang gliders, paragliders, 
ultralights and GA aircraft. 
Still only $795.00 – GST included

Flarm-NAV now selling. FlarmNAV is a 57mm instrument developed by RFD that connects to 
any Flarm device (MiniOz shown in picture) and displays graphically all Flarm targets with alti-
tude and direction as well as audio alerts. It also has a basic NAV feature allowing FAI-style tasks 
to be entered. Wind also displayed. The USB port on the front allows IGC file download of Flarm 
records to a stick as well as other supported loggers – in other words: download your old 20/25 
blackboxes to USB stick, requires Flarm-NAV Cambridge software logger module upgrade which 
we sell. Waypoints are uploaded via a USB stick. Future support for ADS-B display of aircraft. 
Intro price $429.00 – GST included

**Warning-staring at this screen will give you an irresistible urge to go gliding**

Altair glide computer, now the STANDARD in glide computers with 45 sold in Australia in 
12 months! Moving map display utilising XCsoar, advanced wind and final glide display, RASP 
weather prediction overlay, AAT with optimise button, multiple display of active start points, 

Flarm “RADAR” display, support for two-seaters, USB port on front for USB stick upload and 
download (turnpoints, maps, IGC files, RASP), optional approved IGC logger (Altair Pro).  

System connects to Vega audio/voice variometer with latest technology sensors and accelero- 
meters, customised audio tones and voice alerting of Flarm traffic, thermal average, glide distance, 

overspeed. Also has a stall warning sensor (requires nose pitot installation) and undercarriage 
voice warning – simply the best! Altair is here, now – not “coming soon” like others advertised 
and has had two years in the field and fully “de-bugged” software supported here in Australia! 

Email for latest pricing and demo CD which allows you to fly the simulator on your home PC.

Oh, I nearly forgot it will connect to Tasman vario engine, Cambridge 302 and B50/500.

We also sell Flarm antennas – GPS antennas – download cables

Instructor Wayne Mackley
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Bernard Eckey (head coach for  
South Australia and the Northern  
  Territory) publicly thanked  
 Andrew Horton for the tremen-

dous generosity displayed during JoeyGlide 
2007. Andrew donated 50% of the aerotow 
costs of all participants and hence eased 
the financial burden on our younger and 
financially less established glider pilots. The 
total amount topped $2500 proving beyond 
doubt that we have pilots amongst us who 
are prepared to put their money where their 
mouth is. Thank you, Andrew, let’s just say 

that with people like you we can confidently 
look into the future.  

Anne Philcox was also invited to attend 
the coaches’ meeting to receive the ‘Top 
Achiever’s Award’ donated by Bernard.  
In future, this new perpetual trophy will be 
awarded to the most improved glider pilot 
in South Australia and Northern Territory 
during our annual coaching week. Anne has 
set an example for many of our up-and-com-
ing pilots. Only just over 12 months ago she 
performed her Silver C flight and today she 
is a confident and regular cross-country pilot 

with several 300km flights and one flight  
of just under 500km to her credit. 

She has performed these flights in low-
performance gliders and is enthusiastic about 
her steadily improving speeds. Anne is cur-
rently undergoing instructor training and  
has become a very strong supporter of the 
gliding movement. She has accepted the roll 
of development officer for South Australia 
and Northern Territory and is contributing 
greatly to the administration of our sport in 
this region. Simply put – a shining example 
and a very worthy recipient! 

CREDIT WHERE 
CREDIT IS DUE
Bernard Eckey

SOME OVERDUE PRESENTATIONS AND AWARDS WERE MADE 

DURING THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COACHES’ MEETING IN  

RECOGNITION OF MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS OR CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO THE GLIDING MOVEMENT.

Anne Philcox, Bernard Eckey and Andrew Horton 
obviously enjoying the occasion
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fter licensing the latest Carat, CA027, at  
 Minden, it was up in the thin, high desert  
   Nevada air, to check out the systems.  
      After a couple of local test hops and 
a little contest tweaking of the Carat, its 
varios and the GPS computer, things were 
looking good.

A run to the White Mountains, Silver 
Springs and back to Minden was warranted. 
On the return run north we had company, 
SUN, a DG-400M/17. We team flew a 
stretch of some 80 miles together and had  
a ball in the good lift conditions. This flight 
was just over 500km and we knew the  
Carat was ready to stretch its wings.

Tuesday was to be the start of the 
750km attempt in the Carat. We let a few 
markers, Joe, Mitch, Bob, Tupper, etc, start 
about an hour ahead of George and Ollie.

After a Minden remote start a course 
change was made, one of many that day. 
A run down the Sierra Nevada mountains, 

rather than the traditional Mt Patterson 
direction. This ended up saving about an 
hour in time. With the boys ahead giving us 
good information over the radio the course 
line became the Sierras, Lee Vinning, Glass 
Mountain on to the White mountains at 
White Mountain, with a turn south to 
Bishop and Lone Pine remote. At Lone Pine 
a turn was made north with a run up the 
Whites, to Boundary Peak remote with a 
cruise speed of 125mph/201km/h TAS.

Headed towards the north end of the 
White mountains, at 17 800ft/5420m a 
decision had to be made: Jump off the end 
of the Whites and continue north, or turn 
again south, and do one more lap race on 
the Whites as the sun was moving lower to 
the west…

Approaching the north end at Bound-
ary Peak, and looking at a shear drop off of 
10 000ft/3050m to the valley floor, it was 
time for the decision. Either head towards 
home or once again turn away from home 
and head south…

The decision was made, left rudder and 
aileron, a quick 180-degree turn to the left, 

and we were again headed south, commit-
ted to one more lap on the Whites. The day 
was drawing down, but the Whites were still 
working well. Running between 15 000 to 
17 800ft, and cruising between 110/130mph 
TAS, 180/210km/h TAS, Bishop remote was 
quickly achieved and now it was a mad dash 
back up the Whites to the north end. Jump-
ing off the Whites a little north of Boundary 
Peak, a course line was laid for Minden.  
Up ahead were small storm cells and a gently 
dying day.

Cruising between 60 to 70kt, IAS, 110 
to 130km/h IAS and dolphin flying as much 
as possible, we gently floated the Carat east 
of Potato Peak and used the west side of the 
Sweetwater range to good advantage.

Finally, Minden was achieved. 
750km/466 miles at an average speed of 
75.38mph/121.3km/h.

The Carat had indeed stretched its wings 
and performed admirably, with its longest 
flight yet. 

A

CARAT AND THE 750KM
Oliver Dyer-Bennet

THE CARAT MOTORGLIDER FROM AMSFLIGHT IN SLOVENIA HAS YET TO BE SEEN IN AUSTRALIAN 

SKIES. HOWEVER, IT IS PROVING TO BE POPULAR IN THE US. ITS GOOD GLIDING AND POWERED  

PERFORMANCE ALLOWS THE PILOT TO GO TO WHERE THE SOARING IS. THIS ARTICLE DESCRIBES  

A 750KM GLIDING FLIGHT MADE BY THE US AGENT, OLIVER DYERBENNETT. FURTHER INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE CARAT CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE AUSTRALIAN AGENTS, T&J SAILPLANE SERVICES.

The Carat motor glider in flight

The Sauer four-stroke engine installation

The unique forward folding propeller

Two Carats on the ramp
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Australia to Bid for 2012 Flapped 
Class World Championships
Rob Moore – Chairperson, GFA Sports Committee

G F A

HAPPENED RECENTLY  
ON AN AIRFIELD

Martin Feeg

It was a fine day with cumulus and some streeting on this 
particular winch-only site. 

A Silver C pilot launched for his first flight with an FRP 
craft, knowing soon after him a pilot on daily checks would 
launch with the club’s single-seat wooden ship. The FRP 

pilot got a climb straight off the winch, but, since he fell out close to cloudbase, he decided  
to follow the street – to no avail. When turning to get back into the previous thermal,  
he saw the wooden glider climbing on the winch. 

A short while after he was back in the old thermal, this horrible noise and jerk happened. 
The FRP aircraft just about rolled straight with full aileron deflection, owing to the crippling 
– the wooden glider was a little better off, but airbrakes not operational. The latter landed 
back on the airfield while the FRP pilot decided for a paddock where he made a crash landing, 
to avoid self injury.

Close shave? No doubt, but why did the mid-air happen and why did neither pilot jump? 
The latter is easily explained, it was practice in this club not to use parachutes while flying 
local (another close shave). 

These aircraft are of different build from different eras, with vastly different characteristics. 
Wooden aircraft fly slowly and climb fast – circling with slow speed. Resin aircraft fly much 
faster, but don’t climb as well. In the report, the FRP pilot stated he had lost sight of the wooden 
aircraft, but considered it no thread since it had just launched (clearly not considering the per-
formance difference). The pilot of the other craft said he thought the FRP had flown away since 
he couldn’t see it when he launched (clearly not considering a return and lookout upwards).

The wrecks also demonstrated that the FRP impacted from on top and behind – hence for 
some time before the impact both pilots had been in one another’s blind spot. 

Safe soaring. 

At the February meeting of the GFA  
  Sports Committee meeting and in  
    line with the GFA Business Plan  
        it was decided that  GFA should 

put in a bid for the 2012 Flapped Class 
World Gliding Championships. 

Countries can bid for World champion-
ships at any time, but every eight years only 
countries outside Europe are able to bid for 
the flapped and unflapped World champion-
ships, hence our bid for 2012.

The proposal was put to the Board and it 
was agreed that the sports committee would 
call for sites and then select a suitable site.

Four clubs expressed interest: the Temora 
Gliding Club, The Gliding Club of Victoria, 
the Murray Valley Gliding Club and the 
Narromine Gliding Club.

A list of bid criteria was sent to the inter-
ested clubs and when bids had been received 

they were sent to the sports committee to 
vote for a preferred site.

Members of the sports committee who 
had a direct involvement in the preparation 
of their club’s bid were not offered a vote.

The site selected is Narromine Gliding 
Club Inc and the time of the event will be 
late spring or early summer 2012.

A committee has been selected to 
produce the Australian bid, which will be 
presented to the IGC meeting on 6 and 7 
March 2009 at Lausanne, Switzerland.  
The document has to be with the IGC  
by 30 September 2008.

An initial group has been selected to  
prepare the bid document: Henk Meertens 
AM is Chairman and the members are the  
GFA president Daryl Connell, chairman  
of the sports committee Rob Moore, IGC 
representative Terry Cubley, and Beryl  

Hartley and Nick Hunt representing the 
Narromine Gliding Club Inc. This commit-
tee has the power to co-opt.

The flapped World comps will attract 
the most modern sailplanes and the best 
pilots in the world to our Australian skies. It 
will be an ideal opportunity for we members 
to be involved in the event, either as crew for 
pilots or as volunteers to help run the event. 
The event will also provide an opportunity 
to get the Australian media involved.

The link to the Pre-world championship 
last year [www.wgc2008.org/INFORMA-
TIONS-FOR-VISITORS.52.0.html?&L=1] 
will give you some idea of what we will be 
trying to provide for the 2012 Australian 
World Championships.  

GLIDING FEDERATION  
OF AUSTRALIA INC
Airworthiness Inspection

FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE

■   A Form 2 inspection is due. $156* payment  

is enclosed

■   The C of A requires renewal. $40* payment  

is enclosed and the existing C of A document  

is returned

■   Initial registration package is required.  

$380* payment is enclosed 

* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■  Cheque ■  Credit Card ■  Direct Deposit 
For internet payments, deposit into:  
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■   Please send me a transfer of ownership document

■    Please send me a change of registered  

operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................

Registration marks VH –  ...........................................................

Address to which documents are to be sent is:

Name  .........................................................................................

Address  ......................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................

State. .....................................................Postcode.......................

Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton VIC 3062. 

Email: <Airworthiness@Ssec.gfa.org.au> 
Fax: 03 9379 5519
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 efore we left, I ordered a copy of Greg  
 Hammerton’s Fresh Air Site Guide that  
   has everything you would need to know  
  about paragliding or hang gliding in 
South Africa. It covers just about every site 
across the country; every site is given a skill 
rating with details of how to get there, site 
risks, launch directions, best wind condi-
tions and so on.

Since taking up paragliding I had often 
dreamed of flying off mountain sites around 
Cape Town where I was brought up – flying 
in some of the most beautiful landscapes in 
the world. Having spent many years there  
I remembered that gale force south-easterlies 
that blow right through summer. After about 
35 years absence – weatherwise, nothing had 
changed much.

Family matters kept us in Cape Town 
for the first week while I fretted and watched 
the weather forecast predicting gale force 

south-easterlies day after day. Soon after 
arriving, I contacted a few of the flying 
schools who do tourist tours around the 
Western Cape. Luckily one group, Barry 
Pederson’s ‘Birdman’ School, was heading  
up country to Porterville with a bunch  
of PG tourists.

Porterville has a reputation as one of 
South Africa’s best inland thermalling sites. 
I arranged to meet the group on the Sunday 
morning at the top of Dasklip Pass near 
Porterville. An hour-and-a-half drive at the 
speed limit of 120km/h took me up the free-
way to Picketburg to the north, then a right 
turn and a 20-minute drive across the plain 
toward the range that towers over Porterville. 
Following instructions in the guide book, I 
made my way along dirt roads and eventu-
ally up a little winding road that switches 
backwards and forwards as it climbs higher 
and higher to the launch at about 1500ft 

above the plain. Just near the summit of the 
pass there is a metal hang glider ramp below 
the road – the paragliders take a short hike 
up above the road to where sardine nets have 
been spread out over the low bushland to 
make enough room for a several pilots to 
organise their gear. 

Barry explained how Porterville is a 
‘one-launch’ flying site: As the sun moves 
east to west over the range, the west facing 
slopes begin to give off thermals around 
mid-day and these can take you for long dis-
tances along the north-south direction of the 
escarpment. The one-launch business being 
due to the fact that as the plain below begins 
to warm, it draws in the seabreeze from the 
south – the engine driving Cape Town’s 
south-easter – which make launches more 
and more difficult as the day wears on.

On the night before heading up to Por-
terville, I was introduced to an experienced 
hangie who warned that it was not safe to 
hug the escarpment when launching off 
Dasklip. Unfortunately, I took his advice too 
seriously and flew out away from the range 
and out of the thermals. All I got out of my 
trip to Porterville was a 15-minute flight! 
Others in Barry’s tour group got in two 
and three hour flights along the range. For 
the serious cross-country aficionados, good 
heights and big distances are possible. By 
the time the Birdman recovery bus had got 
me back up to the launch, conditions were 
now too blustery for a safe launch. As an 
intermediate, I don’t take many chances – so 
that was it for the day. However, it was well 
worth seeing the site and even worth the  
sled ride to the bottom. I will know what  
to do next time I am there!

Porterville itself is a pretty little agri-
cultural town with B&B accommodations 
available for pilots spending the weekend  
out there. If you go with Barry, he has access 
to a cabin over the other side of the pass 

PARAGLIDING IN THE WILDERNESS
Rob Holmes

MY WIFE KATH GOES BACK TO SOUTH AFRICA TO VISIT FAMILY IN CAPE TOWN EVER FEW YEARS  

 I HAVE ALWAYS DECLINED TO JOIN HER BECAUSE OF THE EXPENSE AND BECAUSE I DO NOT HAVE 

ANY FAMILY LEFT THERE. HOWEVER, THIS TIME IT WAS DIFFERENT  I HAD STARTED PARAGLIDING 

SINCE HER LAST VISIT AND NOW I NEVER MISS THE CHANCE OF A TRIP ANYWHERE BECAUSE TO ME, 

FLYING AT NEW SITES IS JUST SOMETHING ELSE.

B

Dasklip Pass
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– Hammerton says there is also camping 
over the top of the pass as well.

Week two saw Kath and I heading up 
the south-east coast to Wilderness – this 
being the name of a small coastal town and 
also the general name applied to the stretch 
of coastline between the town of Wilderness 
and Knysna.

At this point I have to say that the roads 
in South Africa (at least where I travelled) 
are much better than anything I have seen 
in Australia. While travelling at 120km/h 
we were occasionally overtaken by cars that 
made it look as if we were standing still. The 
exchange rate reduces holiday expenses to 
a ridiculous level where food and accom-
modation are extremely cheap for the Aussie 
traveller. We had really cheap luxury accom-
modation in B&Bs wherever we went – but 
there are much cheaper options for the die-
hard PG pilot. Even better, excellent wines 
and beers are nothing short of dirt cheap.

Having got that out of the way, along 
the Wilderness coastline are multiple flying 
sites on coastal cliffs and sand dunes; inland 
hills just a few kilometres from the coast 
have excellent thermic conditions.

On our first night we stopped at Dana 
Bay, just outside of Mossel Bay, which was 
good luck because the accommodation in 
Dana was good and the scenery is great. I 
insisted on going into Dana because Ham-
merton lists a launch for this little coastal 
settlement hanging onto a very steep slope 
overlooking the ocean. 

Unfortunately, all possible launch sites 
seem to be been built over by urban develop-
ment in this little patch of paradise. We had 
a great fish dinner in Mossel Bay that night 
and next day we moved on to the town of 
Wilderness which has scenery to take your 
breath away. Map-of-Africa is the local 
launch – it is a huge grassy slope at about 
400ft amsl overlooking the town. 

The downside about Wilderness is the 
four-lane freeway, built in the days before 
majority government, cutting right through 
the centre of this most incredibly beautiful 
little town and coastal scenery. I found it a 
bit nervy at times to ridge soar only a few 
hundred feet over a freeway with semi-trail-
ers, coaches and cars speeding back and forth 
over four lanes. Any need for a reserve in the 
event of a collision and you would end up 
splattered on the bitumen.

While we booked into our B&B and 
explored the town, I kept an eye on the 
launch overlooking the town, looking out 
for any signs of paragliders being laid out. 
By 11am I could see some activity and the 
first paraglider in the air – Kath and I then 

headed straight up to the launch. The road 
up to launch makes its way through the 
most incredibly lush vegetation typical of 
this part of the world and a sign of the mild 
climate and buckets of rain this place must 
get – a huge change from the dry sclerophyll 
vegetation dominating southern Australia 
which I am now used to.

The launch was packed by the time 
we got there, mostly with German tourists 
– either pilots on holiday or students getting 
their flying tickets for next to nothing. It 
seems that South Africa is the premier des-
tination for German paraglider pilots whose 
Euro currency exceeds the Australian/SA 
exchange rate of 7:1 by a factor of two!  

H G F A

Cape Hangklip False Bay

Dana Bay

Map-of-Africa launch
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A measure of South Africa’s popularity  
in Germany is that Hammerton has even 
published his book in German.

I launched into a gentle five-knot breeze 
with a German yelling something behind  
me as I galloped down the slope trying 
vainly to get lift. I found out later that it 
was, “Kravatte!” (Cravat) – something I soon 
discovered for myself. Being a bit nervous  
on a new launch only makes things worse. 
As I steadied my wing overhead, I did not 
look up to check – it felt good, so I just took 
off at a run. Every time I lifted off I was 
pulled to my right and then found myself 
down and running again. Soon I ran out  
of runway with a drop and bushes ahead. 
Then a bit of lift gave me the chance to look 
up: a small cravat on the right!

Scheitserhausen! Bushes coming up 
– good job I opted for flying boots today 

– cleared the bushes while tugging at the 
outer As – freeway underneath, then houses 
– might make it to the beach – still leaning 
to the left and tugging on the outer As!  
At that point the right hand side popped 
open and I was borne up into the lift and 
surrounded by up to 16 Germans paragliders 
– on quite a small length of ridge.

After an hour of continuous head turn-
ing to find out where the next glider was 
coming from, I opted to drop out on the 
beach just a short walk from our B&B. Not 
being a competition pilot – I have never 
shared the air in such close quarters with  

so many other pilots before – and a lot of 
them either restricted or students! 

A relaxing lunch followed while we 
watching the swirling mass of gliders over 
Map-of-Africa. After lunch Kath took me 
back up to launch, this time for a more 
dignified take-off and another hour of head 
swivelling and again dropping in on the 
beach for afternoon tea at the B&B. As it so 
happened, the wind direction was SE which 
provides for a rather small length of ridge 
over the launch. If we had had more south 
in the breeze, this would have added a kilo-
metre or so of flyable ridge to the east, over-
looking the town and beach. Anyway, I was 
not complaining about a gentle seabreeze  
for hour after hour, all day, everyday.

Next on to Sedgefield about 70km  
further east along the coast. Just before 
Sedgefield there is Swartvlei beach with  
a launch at 1000m (according to Hammer-
ton) on Gerricke’s, overlooking the ocean. 
Gerricke’s is a private property where a site 
fee is payable at a restaurant next to the gate. 
This is an amazing launch site at huge height 
with near-vertical cliffs dropping to the 
ocean below. Once again, incredible ocean 
scenery and once again, huge numbers of 
German pilots, but lots of ridge space. No 
more than about five or six knots on launch, 
with rock-steady lift up the cliff faces. 

I spent about three hours repeating the 
process of getting enormous height a long 
way out over the ocean, circling down to  
a few hundred feet and cutting back over  
the beach carpark and then scratching along 
the cliff face to gain height again. Because  
of the height, space and steady breeze this  
is a great place for freestyle aficionados to 
hone their skills over the ocean. On landing 
I was surprised to find that the breeze was 

H G F A

Town of Wilderness

Wilderness – as seen from our lunch table Traffic at Map-of-Africa
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only a few knots at beach level. Every day 
that week was the same: a gentle seabreeze 
coming in at about 11am which died off and 
turned easterly towards sunset. I like to think 
that it is always like that.

Sedgeview is a huge grassy launch on 
a hill overlooking the town of Sedgefield 
where we stayed with friends. Easy top- 
landing for novice pilots, so no retrievals 
are needed. Again, hours and hours of ridge 
soaring with good thermic activity to huge 
heights. A couple of hangies were flying 
off the ridge and disappeared to enormous 
height – coming back for a top-landing  
at sunset.

For the week we were on the Wilderness 
coasts, the SE seabreezes determined which 
sites were flyable. For southerlies or south-
westerlies there were plenty of other choices 
which make this place a flying paradise. I 
would have loved to have had another week 
to go to Port Elizabeth, exploring all the sites 
along the way. 

An ideal paragliding holiday at this time 
of year would be to fly into George (inland 
of Wilderness) and return to Johannesburg 
for the home flight via Port Elizabeth.

As for Cape Town, I really wanted to 
fly there, but I believe the best time would 
be around spring and autumn. There were 
a few days in Cape Town when people were 
flying the Table Mountain ‘wind shadow’. 
The Cape Town west coast is shadowed from 
the south-easter by mountain ranges; within 
the wind shadow there is good thermal lift 
off the slopes, but you need to know where 
steady air and turbulence meet – you can see 
the line out to sea where the glassy water in 
the wind shadow meets a line of whitecaps 
where the south-easter plunges to sea level. 
This can be risky flying and should be done 
under the supervision of an advanced pilot 
who knows the local conditions. There are a 
number of flying schools around Cape Town 
who offer this service.

Tipping Advice
You tip everywhere you go, especially in 
restaurants where the staff do not get wages 
– they only get tips and are paid on a per-
centage of orders taken. On this basis, the 
service in restaurants in South Africa is the 
best I have ever seen. Therefore, if you don’t 
want to look like a Scrooge, tip at 10% of 
the bill. Petrol station attendants only take 
cash (no debit cards at petrol stations) and 
are poorly paid. They do a good driveway 
service; so always give these guys the loose 
change that they bring back. You will be 
pestered for tips at every parking lot or spot 
– just a few Rand makes these guys happy 
and provides insurance that your car will 

not get broken into or vandalised (it’s pro-
tection money!). As for the beggars at traffic 
lights – do what you think is best.

The questions I got after returning were 
mostly about personal security. There are a 
lot of bad stories about South Africa. You 
just have to show a little common sense and 
not place yourself in risky situations. At no 
time did Kath or I ever find ourselves in an 

uncomfortable situation. When in South 
Africa, I was asked about some of the vio-
lence in WA – one death per month on aver-
age caused by people getting hit in the head 
due to silly booze-fuelled confrontations or 
just plain mindless agro against innocents.  
In fact, just how dangerous is Perth if you 
want to go out late at night? 

H G F A

View from Gerrikes launch

Wilderness
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THE EAST ER VIRGINS
Comments from departing competitors 
consistently referred to the thought dis-
played, and expertise applied, to the various 
support functions as awesome, enabling 
the pilots to ‘just fly and enjoy themselves’ 
without being frustrated by an inadequate 
ground organisation. Yet many of the 
ground organisation crew had never done  
a competition before!

This is the story of how so many Easter 
virgins gained their wings, and the positive 
outcomes for cross-country and competition 
gliding which are already flowing from  
the experience.

The Gliding Queensland Easter Com-
petition is traditionally organised by the 
Caboolture and Boonah Gliding Clubs on 
the basis of two years on, two years off, and 
the location alternates between Chinchilla 
and Dalby. Neither of these clubs is flush 
with competition experience, but they are 
both great sources of new pilots from the 
Bris Vegas conurbation that surrounds them. 
By tasking Boonah and Caboolture to run 
the annual Easter competition, Gliding 
Queensland President Ian Perkins is able to 
free up the likes of Darling Downs Soaring 
Club, Warwick and Kingaroy to run the 
more important State and National events.  

This year was Caboolture’s turn and CFI 
Brian Wade, with the aid of Chinchilla Aero 
Club – all eight members – and a group of 
enthusiastic but somewhat inexperienced 
Caboolture members, set about planning an 
event which would unroll with the precision 
of a military exercise.

The competition finished just in time  
for results to be published in last month’s 
Soaring Australia, so not much more need  
be said on that score.  

Entry numbers were slightly down on 
previous events because of a discrepancy this 
year between Easter and school holidays. 

However, 40 aircraft were on the grid most 
competition days. Entrants came mainly from 
Queensland with a healthy NSW contingent. 
Simon Brown and John Nicholls deserve  
special mention for trekking up from Victo-
ria and South Australia, along with North 
Queenslanders Grant Harper and Geoff Pratt 
who may have actually travelled further!

As usual, many of the competing pilots 
had tales tall and true to tell about their 
flights and the email chat lists were replete 
with stories of low escapes and brave deci-
sions. For example after the last day, Chad 
Nowak reported:

“After start most of the top guns went out 
hard only to pay for it by scratching away from 
low altitude later on. I was mostly on my own 
and pulled it back a gear, cruising slower and 
working between 4000 to 5500ft QNH. After 
hearing that Georgo had been below 2000ft 
QNH three times I said out loud ‘all you have 
to do is make it home’. This must have worked 
fairly well, as I got fourth for the day.

Jo Davis had an interesting story. She 
couldn’t get high at the start and then nearly 
outlanded before crossing the scrub. She finally 
realised that she needed to start again, so strug-
gled back to Chinchilla and restarted at around 
14:00. She landed at 17:00 only 20 minutes 
late and won the day. Well done Jo! What a 
great comp!”

In fact Jo was a strong contender for 
overall winner of the Club Class. Her trace 
shows that, some 38 minutes after starting, 
she was down to about 800ft agl when she 
turned back to restart. About 10 minutes 
later she was abeam the point where she had 
aborted the first start some 45 minutes ear-
lier, but this time she was at about 3000ft agl 
and doing well enough to go on and win the 
day and the competition! 

Flying conditions were good, with only 
two competition days out of eight lost to 
weather and no more than two outlandings 

G F A

QUEENSLAND EASTER GLIDING 
COMPETITION 2008, CHINCHILLA
Garrett Russell

AT THE BEGINNING OF EASTER 2008 MORE THAN 40 SAILPLANES AND THEIR PILOTS DESCENDED ON 

CHINCHILLA IN QUEENSLAND’S WESTERN DARLING DOWNS. THEY DEPARTED EIGHT DAYS LATER, 

MORE THAN A FEW DECLARING IT THE SMOOTHEST COMPETITION THEY HAD EVER EXPERIENCED. 

David Griffiths and Leon Moran

Richard Hoskings plans besides a colourful canopy

Met man Robert Hart

Ziggy with Sebastian Kawa T-shirts used for fundraising
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on any of the flying days. Thanks to the 
untiring efforts of official scorer David Higgs, 
and his willing assistant Brian Gilby, scoring 
went so smoothly that results and traces for 
every competitor were available for view-
ing on the website the next morning – an 
Australian first that all seemed to agree could 
be adopted for other competitions– all this 
despite the fact that this was scorer David 
Higgs’ first involvement in a competition. 

Launches also went smoothly, with Chief 
Marshall Ken Steube expertly directing his 
mostly novice ground handlers under the 
eagle eye of Competition Director Ralph 
Henderson. On every competition day all 
sailplanes were launched in under an hour 
despite losing one of our five tugs to mechan-
ical problems for the duration of the event.

The tugs and tuggies represented a ‘who’s 
who’ of south-east Queensland gliding, com-
ing from Warwick, Jondaryan, Kingaroy, 
Boonah and of course Caboolture. The 
Caboolture Pawnee arrived towing another 
significant feature of this competition, in the 
form of the club’s Twin Astir. 

Caboolture, Boonah, Darling Downs, 
Kingaroy and Byron Bay clubs all had two-
seaters entered with places available for 
members to get a taste of competition flying 
in front of an experienced instructor. Most 
of these aircraft had a different P2 each day, 
proving the concept of involving coastal 
clubs in continental events as an effective 
way of expanding the cross-country gene 
pool – even if it did mean Queensland losing 
the two-seat sub-class trophy to Byron Bay!

In addition to helping out with the rope  
running and ground handling, No 2 Wing 
Australian Air Force Cadets brought their 
Puchatek and Ka-6 gliders as well as their tug  
up from Warwick with the intention of doing  
some serious flight training each day after 
the competition launches were complete. 
The intention was well-realised, as the squad 
recorded several ‘firsts’ during the event.

The presence of the cadets and other 
teenagers from the families of club members 
working on ground organisation tasks added 
a refreshingly youthful air to proceedings. 
One significant image in the event gallery 
shows an ad hoc game of junior cricket on 
the lawn in front of Chinchilla Aero Club’s 
clubhouse while competition pilots crowd 
into the briefing tent in the background.

The two camps of youthful exuberance 
and more seasoned seriousness mixed very 
well throughout the week and came together 
on one occasion which sums up the spirit  
of the whole event.

Ziggy Kusiak had arrived with three very  
special shirts in his luggage – gliding compe-
tition shirts autographed by Sebastian Kawa 
at the time of the New Zealand Grand Prix 
and donated for the benefit of Australia’s glid- 
ing community. Following established Queens- 
land tradition that all event fines and other 
sundry revenue would go to charity, Ziggy 
generously donated the shirts to this cause. 

The charities chosen by a vote of compe-
tition entrants were the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service, who had coincidentally demon-
strated their community value with a patient 
transfer while we enjoyed an aero club 
dinner the night before, and the Air Force 
Cadets. Two of the shirts were raffled and 
the third was auctioned. The raffle winners 
both donated their shirts to the Air Cadets: 
thank-you for your generosity, Ian McPhee 
and Ken Robinson!

That word generosity would fit better 
than just about any other as a theme to sum 
up this year’s Easter gliding competition: 
Generosity from the tiny Chinchilla flying 
fraternity whose welcome extended to free 
powered flights for several of our ground 
workers. Generosity from the Caboolture 
Gliding Club workers who put themselves 
on the line in attempting something they 
had never done before – and succeeded 
beyond expectations. Generosity, too, from 
members of other clubs who readily assumed 
key command roles to fill the inevitable gaps 
in Caboolture’s collection of skills.

G F A

Soar the New Zealand Alps!
Gavin Wills Mountain Soaring School

GlideOmarama.com

Season: October to March

Personalised soaring adventures and courses

Exciting soaring, glorious country!

All information and contacts:

www.glideomarama.com
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Photos: Courtesy [www.glidingcaboolture.org.au/Easter08/]

Chris Woolley

Tuggies  Val Wilkinson and Pam Kurstjens

The ‘Best Performance in First Competition’ winner 
Adam Henderson receives the trophy from Ed Hoffmann
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Caboolture CFI Brian Wade ran the 
event on the ground under the title Com-
petition Coordinator, handing control of 
all air activity to DDSC’s Ralph Henderson 
as Competition Director. It was a superbly 
smooth double act.

DDSC’s Robert Hart performed tire-
lessly in the dual role of weather forecaster 
and tasksetter, Grant Harper from North 
Queensland was a very able safety officer 
for the flock of what he called ‘valiant aero-
nauts’, and yet another DDSC member 
took on the work of 14 people as prosecutor, 
judge and jury in the all-important task of 
handing out fines. You can take your wig 
and gown off now, Pearce Mitchell.

Benefits are already flowing exactly as 
Gliding Queensland planned. By the time 
you read this Ralph Henderson, now wear-
ing yet another new hat as GFA National 
Coaching Director, will have conducted a 
weekend-long cross-country clinic at Jond-
aryan for Caboolture club members whose 
interest was whetted or renewed by their 
Chinchilla experience.

It will be interesting to see how many 
new faces are vying for the Best Performance 
at First Competition trophy at Dalby for 
Easter 2009.

The results, flight traces and the Compe-
tition photo gallery may all be viewed at 
[www.glidingqueensland.org.au/]. 

Chinchilla airfield is not quite  
in the middle of the area, but  
it offers many task options to 
the west, south and east. To  

the north, a band of scrub has to be crossed 
to enter another large area surrounding  
Taroom and during the competition the 
conditions were not high enough to task 
into that area given that the competition 
is specifically aimed at beginning and early 
competition pilots.

The Bunya range lies to the north-east  
of Chinchilla and with easterly winds, the 
area beyond the mountains can be affected 
by maritime air, making things a bit too 
challenging for this competition. Even with 
these restrictions, the ‘play area’ is large and 
the tasks set during the competition used 
most of the area.

A good weather forecast is an essential 
pre-requisite to tasksetting. In Queensland, 
we have been using the NOAA atmospheric 
modelling website to provide temperature 
trace and other information for some years 
as part of the input for generating a soaring 
weather forecast. The trace provides a vertical 
picture of the atmosphere at times when the 
gliders will be flying. Starting with the State 
competition last year, this has been signifi-

cantly extended by using RASP to provide 
colourised maps giving critical parameters 
for gliding across the task area and through 
the day. 

Using RASP as one of the weather 
inputs, the tasksetter’s job becomes some-
what easier as it is possible to choose the 
best area and time for the task with much 
more certainty than has previously been the 
case. At Chinchilla, the atmospheric models 
allowed us to set up tasks that maximised 
the day. It also gave a pretty good indication 
of the time we could expect to launch, a 
critical part of planning a day’s competition 
activities.

Using these advanced atmospheric mod-
elling tools as one of the inputs to the 
weather forecast (a good long look at the sky 
also helps) has now worked well at both the 
Queensland State competition and the 
Queensland Easter competition. Learning 
how to use these tools requires a bit of effort, 
but it is well worthwhile! 

URLs
NOAA prediction website: [www.arl.noaa.gov/ready/
cmet.html]
Queensland RASP site: [http://xcsoar.dd.com.au/rasp/
Queensland/standardindex.html]!

G F A

Winners Ian McPhee, Jo Davis, Ken Robinson (Ian’s 
co-pilot), Adam Henderson and Andrew Georgeson

WEATHER AND 
ATMOSPHERIC 
MODELLING 
– A Tasksetter’s 
Perspective
Robert Hart

THE DARLING DOWNS, TO THE WEST OF TOOWOOMBA, 

 MAY NOT BE A GLIDER PILOT’S PARADISE  BUT IT COMES 

CLOSE. THE POTENTIAL TASK AREA IS ENORMOUS AND THE 

PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH UNLANDABLE TERRAIN ARE  

RELATIVELY CONFINED. 

Chad being checked by both son and officials
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During the off season we will  
   again hold a series of winter  
   lectures in an attempt to get 
our aspiring pilots onto an 

even steeper learning curve. Past experience 
proves beyond doubt that lasting success is 
best achieved when practical skills are under-
pinned by a sound theoretical knowledge. 

All lectures will be held at Adelaide  
University, Engineering North Building,  
first floor, Chemical Engineering, room  
N 123 and start at 7:30pm. These lectures 
are free of charge and everyone is most  
welcome to attend these nights of fun and 
learning. We are fortunate to have a willing 
pool of coaches happy to share their knowl-
edge and experience. After these lectures 
pilots often say that they just found out  
how much they didn’t know. So, do yourself 
a favour and join us.

Following are the topics and the time-
table for this year’s lecture series. 
DATE LECTURER TOPIC

18 June John Hudson Search and Rescue
 Phil Ritchie Instruments
16 July Paul Mason Future Pilot Training
 David Lawley  Using PDAs,   
 XC Soar, etc.
20 August Mike Hancy Troughs and Ridges
 Bernard Eckey Flight Analysis
10 September Bernard Eckey Thermals and  
 Thermalling
 Andrew Horton Parachutes (care  
 and use)
15 October Alex Wallace  RASP and  
 BLIPMAPS
 David Conway Water Ballast

As a result of the rapidly increasing 
popularity of our coaching week, we will 
again stage a similar event at Waikerie. 
Ingo Renner enjoyed himself so much that 
he has agreed to be our guest coach again. 
Participants are asked to set up on Saturday, 
27 December for coaching to commence 
on Sunday, 28 December. This year’s timing 
will allow us to have a first class New Year’s 
Eve party halfway through the event, but 
this will not stop us from organising evening 
entertainment on other days. The event will 
conclude with a wind-up dinner on 3 Janu-
ary 2009. A number of pilots have already 
enrolled and indicated that they want to stay 
on for the SA State Competition to be held 
from 4 to 10 January 2009. 

The SA coaching panel is very pleased 
that SAGA has agreed to support our coach-
ing week with an annual financial contribu-
tion of $900. This will allow us to ferry a 
winch and a second tug to Waikerie and  
pay some of the expenses for our guest 
coach. In other words, it will be another low 
cost event for all participants. The Waikerie 
Gliding Club is also supporting the event  
by offering very low rates for accommoda-
tion and by providing excellent meals at club 
rates. Their first class facilities and the truly 
excellent cross-country flying opportunities  
over very benign terrain will guarantee 
another week of fun. 

Please put it into your diary now and 
join us. Enrolling is as easy as sending an 
email to <eckey@internode.on.net>.

G F A

2008/09 Coaching 
Activities For  
South Australia
Bernard Eckey, head coach for South Australia and Northern Territory 

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COACHING PANEL FINALISED COACH

ING ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE CURRENT YEAR DURING THE 

ANNUAL COACHES’ MEETING IN EARLY APRIL. 

Performance 
Awards

Tim Shirley – Trophies Officer

Each year the GFA awards three trophies for the 
best performances in three categories during the 
year 1 May to 30 April. These awards are pre-
sented at the AGM in September, and are:

 Martin Warner Trophy – for the best height 
gain in the season.
 Wally Woods Trophy – for the greatest out-
right distance flown in the season.
 Bob Irvine Trophy – for the best Handicapped 
distance flown in the season.
Nominations will need to reach me at 

<tshirley@internode.on.net> by 30 June.

•

•

•
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   es, we can transport our trikes and set up 
anywhere, but let’s face it: Wheeling out of 
the hangar and starting up on hard stand 
 and warm up and fly – you can’t beat that 
for relaxing flying. We have been lucky 
enough to have had the use of the Bellman 
hangar at Benalla Aerodrome for the last  
15 years as a trike base and flying facility. 
The hangar can easily accommodate 18  
set-up trikes and is a favourite venue for  
the Sydney Microlight Club. 

The Sydney club has been down many 
times over these 15 years. The NSW trike 
pilots love the area for flying, but this year 
there was one major difference: Paul Haines, 

the club’s CFI, passed away days before the 
fly-in started. Anyway, as Paul would have 
wanted it, flying came first. 

PAUL’S  PAS S ING
Goodbye, Red Leader. A great friend, pilot, 
teacher, mentor and guide. We are so lucky 
as a sport that Paul chose to be a microlight 
instructor and hang glider pilot. Red Leader 
is a nickname we gave Paul on our regular 
Murray River trips.

I must tell you of a day that epitomises 
this man and his ability to lead and guide 
pilots: We were on our way home from 
Adelaide, making our dash back to Benalla. 

After a couple of days of bad weather in 
Adelaide, everyone was keen to get home. 
The weather had improved enough to fly, 
but it was quite windy and rain squalls  
dotted the horizon. We had over 40 trikes 
that year. Trikes were literally heading off in 
every direction, with very little guidance and 
at what seemed to be very little structure. 
Red Leader (Paul) negotiated the day with 
almost military precision and Paul guided  
his group through the weather. So organised 
as to almost make formation flying in cir- 
cuit at Shepparton as he guided his group  
in, incident free with a precision matching 
the Roulettes. 

We will miss you Red Leader – a job 
well done and certainly a life well led.

This year’s fly-away, 29 March to 6 
April 2008, is the smallest in numbers we 
have seen. As people’s work commitments 
get greater, it becomes more difficult for 
the regular flyers to attend. However, seven 
trikes took part as well as Ned in his Jabiru 
ultralight. And it was a great group – good 
friends, excellent pilots and seamless flying. 
By ‘seamless’ I mean there was no pilots who 
I felt concerned about, as I am sure happens 
at every group fly-in, and seamless in the 
professionalism and quality of modern trike 
pilots. Because of the familiarity of the area 
to these pilots, they all had their favourite 
haunts to fly to, including morning tea at 
Shepparton Aero Club, breakfast at Milawa 
Brown Brothers winery, Yarrawonga for 
some shopping at Peter McLean’s Sky shop, 
and a relaxing BBQ at Bright with Greg and 
Rosemary Withers.

H G F A
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SYDNEY MICROLIGHT ANNUAL 
FLYAWAY 2008
Tony Dennis

The Benalla Hangar: 29 March to 6 April 2008

Tony Dennis and Craig Worth over Lake Mokoan near Benalla
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It is funny to write about a week of fly-
ing and it sounds like a bit of a non-event, 
but that is the event itself: Flying with a 
great group of people in well-maintained 
machines of all shapes and sizes, piloted by 
experienced pilots. The event itself is the ease 
of trike flying these days and the attitude 
of trike pilots not to be cutting corners on 
maintenance or training, and just listen-
ing. Microlight pilots are definitely not the 
Harley riders of the skies… more the BMW 
cruisers perhaps. 

I know I have mentioned it many times, 
but there is really no ‘us’ and ‘them’ at a trike 
fly-in… it’s just ‘all’ sharing the sky.

G REG AND  ROSEM ARY ’S 
AT  BRIGHT
Greg and Rosemary’s place is just a phone 
call away and as we land, the car door opens 
and a bag of sausages and bread is thrown 
on to the table as the BBQ is wheeled from 
the hangar. If there is any part of flying, or 
life in general, that says it all: Good friends, 
a great flight and food at the end. 

Thanks to Greg and Rosemary for 
putting on a great BBQ at an hour’s notice. 

This is definitely the reward of flying in 
familiar surroundings.

My passenger for the week was Craig 
Worth. The ex-HGFA Operations Manager, 
who also ran the 1989 World Hang Gliding  
Championships at Mt Buffalo. It was a plea- 
sure to fly with him to Bright as he had not 
flown there for many years and to him every 
ridge and hill had a memory of thermalling 
over them in his hang glider 20 years earlier.

Thanks again to all the airfields we used 
and the hospitality of the local flyers.

WHERE TO  NE XT? 
Discussing with the regular pilots and fly-
ers, they all want something new to do.  

The ‘Been-there-done-that’ attitude, and  
‘I-have-reached-my-goals-so-where-to-from-
here?’ questions come up. As a sport, micro-
lighting needs a better system for contacting 
each other and keeping a calendar of events 
which works between the states. 

It would be great if we set-up a better 
forum or way of organising flying between 
the states, because we’ve all had the experi-
ence of finding out about a fly-in or trip we 
would have loved to attend a week or two 
after it has happened. For the record, my 
email is <rightalt@y7mail.com> – any emails 
I receive I will make into a database and 
notify of events or gatherings. 

H G F A

The trike line-up at Bellman hangar. 
Paul Haines in the wheelchair, Benalla 2007

Garry Green’s trike at Bright airfield ‘paradise’

Trevor Kee heading along the coast at Harrington Waters, NSW
 (not on our trip just a nice picture)

Photos: Courtesy Tony Dennis
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       e got to Manilla Thursday after- 
           noon. Michael was driving towards  
          the hill while I was looking at the sky.  
         My mouth was watering from all 
the cues. There were some pilots already at 
cloudbase and going over the back. When 
we rocked up on west launch, we discovered 

we missed the window. Bugger! The air 
appeared to be dead. Nothing was coming 
up the face, but the trees down to the right 
seemed to move every once in a while and 
pilots already flying didn’t have too much 
trouble to stay airborne, so we figured the 
thermals were there, but staying in front  
of the hill. 

After 15 minutes I had enough of wait-
ing and launched, hoping to catch some-
thing. There wasn’t much happening and  
I was about to bomb when I felt something 
to the left. Thank God for my Poison 2. It 
tells me so much about the air. I turned and 
sure enough, there it was: a tiny little bubble, 
but good enough for a couple of turns. So 
it went on for the next half hour, jumping 
from bubble to bubble until I snagged a 2m/
sec one that got me to cloudbase. Woohoo! 
Here we go! Well, I didn’t get far: landed 
after 15km, but got a lift back to Godfrey’s 
straight away. Michael was already there. We 
settled into one of the cabins and walked 
over to Godfrey’s for a chat. The weather 
forecast said there was a change coming 
through, but Godfrey was quite optimistic. 
At least we’d have some instability around. 

DAY 1
Next day started with registration, team 
building and first briefing in the town hall. 
The atmosphere was friendly and relaxed. 
Our Conondale team (Cane Toads) was 
two team members short. Michael was sup-

posed to fly for NSW, since he’d learned 
with Godfrey, and Andy had hurt his back 
snowboarding in Japan. So we recruited the 
Mario Bros twins. The wind was coming 
from the SSW, ideal for cross-country, but 
at 11am the clouds to the north already had 
some wild vertical development, meaning 
the day was going to OD quite early. To 
prevent pilots, especially novices from being 
sucked up under some cloud, the task was 
set head/crosswind towards Bendameer 
(60km) where the clouds were showing less 
vertical development. Pilots who wouldn’t 
fly in the designated direction would get 
zero points for the day. The window opened 
just after 12:30pm and closed at 4pm. It 
was a nice cross-country day with plenty 
of lift and good cu’s. Had the task been 
set towards the north, it could’ve been a 
200km day. 

Soon after we launched, it became clear 
that flying along the course line was going 
to be a real challenge. Thermals had a strong 
northerly drift and many times after taking 
the climb, pilots ended up over the spot 
they had left the previous thermal. I was at 
cloudbase six times before I managed to fly 
past Manilla. It was a fun day to fly – a good 
learning experience. 

At the end of the window the wind 
started to pick up, so the launch was closed. 
The longest flight of the day was some  
30km flown by Australian team pilot James 
Lawson. Around 3pm, the sky towards  

My First State of Origin
Sasha Juvan

Photos: Sasha Juvan and James Thompson

W

Beautiful from far away: Double rainbow from cloudbase

Manilla Big Sky: What are you waiting for guys? The sky is on!

H G F A
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Bendameer started to OD too and the wind 
got quite strong. I landed after 28km in the 
last safe paddock before the valley closed 
in. I had no desire to fly any further. I flew 
through two good thermals on my final 
glide, but couldn’t care less. One pilot on 
a comp wing, a couple kilometres behind 
me, landed with no penetration at all and 
I decided it was time to get down. I braced 
myself for a turbulent landing, but luck-
ily nothing happened. I was going straight 
down with no penetration, but the land-
ing was soft as. Some of the experienced 
Queensland pilots managed to fly to Manil-
la, but the majority of pilots didn’t make it 
past the four-kilometre circle. The first day 
ended with no flying injuries.

Matt Fox landed at the road works next 
to Manilla, grabbed his bike and crashed it 
on the drive up the hill. He walked away 
from with some bruises and a couple of  
fractured ribs. 

Day one was won by NSW.

D AY 2
On the morning of second day it looked 
like we are going to have prevailing ESE 
winds. The day was going to be a bit less 
unstable, but still with a possibility of 
OD-ing. At the morning briefing no flight 
direction was set, but everybody agreed that 
north was the way to go. Our local ‘weap-
on’, Shane Gingel, suggested going over the 
back towards NW and then crossing into 
the Horton valley, making another crossing 
NW and then flying towards Moree. Our 
team captain, Brandon O’Donnell, decided 
novice pilots should keep east of the ridge, 
following the main road towards Barraba. 
That’s the direction most of the pilots flew. 

The day saw many bomb-outs even 
amongst some of the best pilots. Godfrey 
bombed three times. I decided to follow 
Shane’s advice and headed NW instead 
of straight north. Got really low at about 
25km, but managed a low save from about 
100 to 150m agl back to cloudbase. It wasn’t 
an easy day to fly cross-country for me. 
Some of the thermals were quite weak and 
broken up, so I had to continually search for 
the core and jump from one to the other. 

After a couple of hours of flying, the sky 
started to close down a bit. The whole time 
I was observing a massive thunderstorm just 
over Mt Kaputar. It didn’t look inviting. 
While flying in the middle of Horton valley 
a tiny shower started just ahead of me, but 
the cloud above looked like there might be 
more to come. While deciding which way 
I wanted to escape, I radioed a warning to 
Lloyd who was flying a couple of thermals 
behind me. I chose the downwind side of 
the shower and pushed full speedbar to get 

to the west side of the valley. I managed to 
sneak around it and got rained on only a 
bit. The whole time the shower was growing 
and by the time I was around it, the wall 
of rain closed half of the valley. I was still 
pretty high, so I headed for the crossing into 
the valley to the west. Got to the crossing 
at 1400m, which would be just enough to 
get me across if I didn’t hit some massive 
sink. I was hoping for a thermal from the 
eastern side of the ridge and kept within 
glide to the landing paddock on the east side 
too, in case I would get too low to make it 
across. Slightly over the back of the ridge 
I snagged a decent 2m/sec up and I wasn’t 
going to loose it, no matter what. Well, the 
shower I had just escaped, shattered my 
determination to pieces. While looking at 
the shower and feeling big raindrops falling 
on me, I was saying to myself, “Just one more 
turn, just one more…” At 1900m I decided 
to pack my bags and run. The sky towards 
Moree looked quite nice, but there were 
showers on both sides. I managed to fly 
between them, had to leave another thermal 
because one of them was getting too close 
and managed to jump out of the valley at 
90km from launch. Close to me there was 
a nice cloud and I managed to sneak under 
it. Cloudbase was at 2400m. At that time I 
knew I was going to make my first 100km 
cross-country unless I hit some massive sink 
on my next glide. But just at the start of the 
glide the Sky Gods presented me with a nice 
present: a thermal going up at the side of the 
cloud. I was turning next to a massive white 
wall. It almost felt like ridge soaring. What 
a fantastic feeling! Unfortunately the cloud 
was developing a bit too quick for my taste, 
so I left the thermal at 2550m. While flying 
straight towards Moree I was asking myself 
(and the universe), “How the hell am I ever 
going to get back to Manilla from here?” There 
was no traffic whatsoever on the road below 
me. The answer came via Steve’s voice on the 
radio, saying he’s following me with Julian’s 
‘A1 Automotives’ van. Hallelujah, I thought 
and relaxed. It feels so good when you know 
you’ve got a retrieve on cross-country in the 
middle of nowhere. Thanks again, Steve, 
you’re a real friend. 

At 100km I looked at my GPS and 
congratulated myself. The first time it’s sooo 
sweet. The sky towards Moree was starting to 
OD now and I had a couple of showers on 
each side. I took a few shots with my camera 
and decked it at 116km (my PB), happy to 
be on the ground again. It was quite cold up 
there. A couple of times my teeth were rat-
tling and my camera actually stopped work-
ing. I landed in the middle of nowhere. The 
closest farm was at least a 45-minute walk 
away. A big shower I had been watching to 

the east from the air, was coming straight 
towards me. I looked around for a possible 
shelter and saw a lonely harvester in a pad-
dock across the road. The driver’s cabin was 
full of cobwebs, but it was open. There were 
no Redback spiders in sight (I hate spiders), 
so I dismissed my disgust and shoved the 
glider in. I walked back to the road to wait 
for Steve. When I got there, a blue ute was 
coming towards me, so I lifted my finger,  
just out of curiosity. As luck would have it 
the car stopped. I ran back to the harvester, 
got the glider out and was just about to  
step in when Steve’s voice came over the 
radio again. Ten seconds later he was there.  
I thanked the fellow who’d stopped to give 
me a lift and gave Steve a big friendly hug. 

On the way back we picked Lloyd up. 
He decked it at 67km. Just past Barraba we 
found out Midey landed past Bingara so we 
turned around to pick him up too. He flew 
113km. Lots of pilots flew their PBs that day 
and NSW took the second day as well.

DAY  3
We had easterly winds on Sunday. It was 
another not-quite-easy-to-get-off-the-hill 
day. Many pilots bombed, so nobody was 
overly keen to launch. 

I was one of the early ones to launch, 
followed by Shane Gingel. Ridge soaring was 
definitely not on, so we flew as straight as 
possible, trying to find something, anything, 
going up. I was going down like a brick till 
I hit the edge of a bubble just above trees to 
the left of the short east bomb-out. I turned 

Frozen grin: On glide towards Moree

H G F A
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and managed to climb out. I found it hard 
to core on Sunday. Shane entered the same 
thermal below me and managed to find a 
stronger core. He climbed out and off he 
was. I was hanging around the hill for a 
while, climbed a thermal over the back of 
the hill, then came back to the front, waiting 
for any other Queensland pilots to join me. 
JJ was doing the same thing. 

Finally I decided to head over the back. I 
was at cloudbase (2200m) and went on glide 
towards the nearest trigger. Every time I flew 
over the back from east launch in the past, 
finding the second thermal seemed to be 
tricky. Same on this day. I was about halfway 
to cloudbase for a while, flying in the shade 
a lot of the time. I managed to get to cloud-
base a couple of times more. Just before the 
gap, I had to spiral down to avoid getting 
sucked in. After the gap crossing, I stuffed 
up a decision and decked it on the west side 
of the mines – 45km. Still happy. 

After that initial low save the whole 
flight was just a bonus. Shane made it past 
Baan Baa and decked it at 67km. Best 
Queensland flight of the day. Brandon flew 
together with Peter from Toowoomba. They 
landed at Boggabri road after 56km. I think 
all other Queensland pilots bombed or land-
ed within four-kilometre circle from launch. 
Troy from Toowoomba drove out to pick us 
up. Thanks, Troy.

NSW won this year. Bummer! I mean, 
“Congratulations guys!” Next year we won’t 
let you get away with a rigged scoring system. 
The presentation was a great social event. I 
would like to thank James Thompson for his 
dedication and all the energy he invested in 
making the State of Origin 2008 possible. 

All in all it was a great three days of fly-
ing, heaps of fun, lots of PBs, great learning 
experience and no (flying) injuries. I’ll see 
you guys again next year.

Here are some State of Origin 2008 
results:
BEST PILOTS

1st Pilot on Handicap Paragliding 
Brett Martin
1st Female Pilot on Handicap 
Alex Bryse
1st Advanced Pilot 
Sasha Juvan
1st Intermediate Pilot 
Paul Underwood
Best 1st Time Competition Pilot 
Brett Martin
Up & Coming Pilot Award 
Paul Gray

 BEST FLYING CREWS

1 God’s Squad (NSW)  
  Daniel Carlisle, Rhys Donnellan, Reinhard 

Hannak, Michael Strong, Godfrey Wenness
2 Bomb-out Terrorists (QLD)  
  Peter Reid, Brandon O’Donnell, Timothy 

Dorrofield, Troy Litzow, Matt Fox
3 Spotsworth (NSW) 
  Graeme Cran, Paul McKimmie, Magdy Malik, 

Gareth Carter, Georg Iminler
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State of Origin trophy handover: Andrew laughing, 
Brandon doesn’t want to let go

We can’t wait to head skyward

Yippee! Heading back to cloudbase in above 
Mt Borah

Simon ready to boot off for a second flight late in 
the arvo on Day 2. ”Run Forrest, run!” was often 
heard from us stupid South Aussie crew

Ozone pilot Gav Zahner hanging out to get airborne

Other pilots join us on the west launch a few days 
before Day 1. Steve Savage out front in his Mojo

I don’t think there was a single eagle attack on any 
of our wings during the comp. This is Godfrey’s 
beautiful great big statue out front of his house

Kym Harris: “I only have eyes for the sky”
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Our state team leader and crew captain Daniel (D3) 
Keech ready to go. That’s Lake Keepit behind D3. It’s 
called ’Keepit’ because the bastards in NSW want to 
keep all of the water and not let any flow down to 
SA. Fair enough!

Stew above the eastern side of Mt Borah

All SA pilots. Adam, Stewart and Simon searching 
over the eastern side before they all went XC to the 
south. Adam did 35km, Simon 10km and Stewart 12km

H G F A

K2 waiting behind Jenny

Jenny stepping off the west launch to again fulfil
her new thermal addiction

A panorama showing 180º of horizon. I took five shots 
in a row while turning in a thermal

The South Australian Team’s 
Manilla ‘State Of Origin’ Trip
Photos: Kym Fielke

That’s the infamous Tarpoly sink hole region above 
my boots. Got over Tarpoly – just!

Nice skies goin off out west

Cloudbase on Day 2 at 2000m asl. Jonno, Steve, Phil 
D., Simon and Stewart are all out there in front at 
various distances and altitudes

Hope you enjoyed the shots of our South Aussie’s fun-
filled time at our first comp. Once again a big thank 
you to James Thompson for running a safe and suc-
cessful novice/intermediate-aimed comp and a huge 
thanks to Godfrey for the use of Mt Borah. We’ll have 
to go back next year to get better than third – we 
beat ‘Mexico’; that’s all that’s important. 

Confetti above 
west launch.

D3 ridge soaring while Adam waits

Simon joins me in a big, wide, but smooth as super 
slow (0.5 to 1m/s) climb to base about 10km north up 
the ridge. So smooth we could have taken our hands 
off the brakes and just weightshifted to turn in lazy 
circles to base!
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    he occasion this time was the Australian 
squad training week which Bruce and  
Anita were kind enough to host in late  
 March this year.

The farm itself was looking fantastic; 
they have obviously had a bit of rain recently 
and with full autumn colours on display, it 
was easy to see how the New England name 
for the area came into being. Having just 
come from the longest heatwave ever seen in 
Adelaide, this was all quite refreshing for me, 

and we were all hoping to get a bit of Euro-
pean weather to complement the surround-
ings. We were not to be disappointed!

The focus of the training was aimed 
at the teams going to Rieti and Lüsse this 
year and we had nearly full attendance from 
pilots, crews and team captains for these 
events. As well, there were a few juniors 
along with a view to the upcoming junior 
World championships. These guys are just 
great, with their enthusiasm and a gliding 
maturity beyond their years. It is scary to 
think how good they will be in a few years.  

Another notable attendee was former 
World champion Brad Edwards, who was 
busy all day towing gliders, then jumping 
into his ASH25 and demonstrating that 

class never goes away, and giving several 
very informative and motivational talks to 
the group during the evenings. Whether it 
be preparation for competition or pure per-
formance, Brad is a yardstick by which we 
can all do well to measure ourselves. 

For me, one of the aims was to get used 
to my glider in its new 15m configuration. 
The ASG29 has shown itself to be a formi-
dable weapon in 18m Class all through the 
Australian summer, but I will be flying in 
15m Class in Germany this year. David  
Wilson was kind enough to let me have the 
15m tips from his glider for the season; these 
have just been fitted and squad week was  
my first opportunity to give them a try.  
In the end it was just like slipping into a 

Bruce Taylor at home on the farm

Sleek machines

Surrounding terrain

KENTUCKY DERBY  
– Australian Team Training Week
Graham Parker

IT HAS BEEN QUITE A FEW YEARS SINCE I TURNED OFF THE NEW ENGLAND HIGHWAY, PASSED 

THROUGH THE QUAINTLY SIGNPOSTED ‘VILLAGE OF KENTUCKY’, MEANDERED A FEW KILOMETRES 

DOWN TERRIBLE VALE ROAD AND ONTO THE TRANQUILLITY AND BEAUTY THAT IS BRUCE AND 

 ANITA TAYLOR’S SHEEP PROPERTY. 

T
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comfy old pair of slippers; the glider looks 
and flies very much like my old ASW27, 
and perhaps climbs a little better if anything. 

Most of us arrived late on Easter Satur-
day. A couple of gliders had taken a launch 
and hovered near the field, never more than 
1500ft high: a sign of things to come. Over 
the next six days we flew tasks every day. 
Some were modest little affairs of a couple 
of hundred kilometres, occasionally creeping 
over 300km. We really couldn’t have asked 
for better weather for practising; it was as 
European as you could ask for, with low 
cloudbases, occasional rain showers, fresh 
winds, often heavy cirrus over the top and 
pretty dodgy outlanding terrain underneath. 
It was amazing how few outlandings this 
actually produced.

Except for the Tuesday when the sky fell 
apart on us 140km from home and virtually 
the whole fleet fell down, most people strug-
gled around every day. There was dodging of 
rain showers, deviating more than 90-degrees 
off track to find a climb, climbing in 0.5kt 
thermals to make progress, and 60kt final 
glides out of a totally dead sky. It was exactly 
what we needed, but it was still great fun 
when, on the last day, the weather turned 
Australian and we had a grand prix start and 
a good old fashioned race under cumulus 
that went to 12 000ft. 

Lisa Trotter organised and coordinated 
the whole week. We had sessions every 
morning, ranging from straight technical 

and logistic considerations through to tactics 
and psychological aspects of performance 
and how to improve it. This was all pretty 
well balanced and I think most of us came 
away from it feeling that we had learned 
something. Afternoons were for flying of 
course, followed by a debriefing session 
where flight traces were critically looked at to 
see how everyone was going. Evenings most-
ly combined dinner with a talk on a particu-
lar topic. On three of these evenings we were 
treated to a feast courtesy of Anita and her 
helpers; just fantastic. One of the talks was 
by Brad Edwards. We were all enthralled, 
sitting on the homestead verandah, full of a 
rather nice curry as Brad described the prep-
aration he went through the year he won his 
world championship. 

I cannot thank the people involved with 
this week enough. From the Taylors’ legen-
dary hospitality, Lisa Trotter’s organisational 
skills, the people who conducted the various 
sessions, Brad and Charlie who towed us all 
week, and of course our fellow pilots, crews 
and team captains who all ensured that 
information got to where it was needed. 

To me, the teams going to both Lüsse 
and Rieti look highly motivated and capable 
and there does appear to be an expectation 
that good things are about to happen. We 
are all just jumping out of our skins in antic-
ipation of getting over there and having a 
good go at the competition. 

The stubby 29 in 15m mode

The grid at Kentucky

Right: Waiting to launch into an ominous sky

Photos: Graham Parker
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t tries to answer a common question. If you 
ask the question yourself, you will certainly 
get a vague answer along the lines of ‘this 
seems to work’. The answer you get will 
most likely be misleading because it will 
leave out a critical piece of information. It 
is always the subject of some bar talk, espe-
cially when a pilot has recently converted to 
a new type or perhaps recently bought their 
own aircraft. The question the recently con-
verted invariably ask is, “How much water 
ballast should I put in it for a given day?”

To work out the answer, you need to 
understand how water ballast works. Essen-
tially water ballast shifts the glider’s polar 
curve down the line of the best glide slope. 
If you double the weight of the glider, your 
best glide ratio remains the same, however, 
the speed at which you achieve it is now 
1.414 (the square root of 2) times the empty 
best L/D speed. So if you achieve 40:1 at 
55kt empty, and you double your wing  
loading with water ballast, you will achieve 
40:1 at 77.8kt. It is obvious that your sink 
rate is also magnified by the same factor.  
At 55kt and empty, the sink rate is 1.375kt. 
With twice the wing loading, the sink rate is 
1.945kt whilst flying at 77.8kt.

So with water ballast, you can charge along 
at high speed and achieve a far better L/D  
at higher speeds than when you are empty.

SO W HAT  HAPPENS  WHEN 
WE STOP  A ND THER M AL?
With water ballast we know our sink speed  
is higher and we won’t climb as fast, but on  
a really strong day that won’t matter surely, 
as our speed to fly will be that much higher? 

With twice the wing loading, we will be 
thermalling at 1.414 times the empty speed. 
Our turn radius is proportional to the square 
of our speed for the same bank angle. With 
twice the wing loading, we are now circling 
at twice the radius as we were when empty. 
We know that thermals are weaker as we go 
further from the core and eventually reach 
zero at some radius from the centre. Not 
only are we climbing slower due to the high-

er wing loading, we are also climbing even 
more slowly as we are circling in a weaker 
part of the thermal further out from the 
core. We may be climbing so slowly, that  
the MacCready ring setting ends up so low 
that our speed to fly is even less than that  
of the same glider without water ballast.

So flying with water ballast becomes  
a compromise between our cruise perform-
ance and our ability to climb. Our ability  
to climb is not only dependant on the 
strength of the thermal, but the thermals 
radius as well. And it is the radius of the 
thermal which is most important factor  
and the least regarded.

I will work through three example ther-
mals. In these examples I will use the Glas-
flugel Hornet to illustrate what happens  
with wing loading. Why the Hornet? Simply 
that it is a popular single seater often used  
as an early cross-country machine and is a 
good example of first generation fibreglass 
aircraft. Its wing loading is typical of its  
era and limited to roughly 32 to 42kg/m2.  
In a second article I will discuss the Discus 
as an example of an aircraft with a more 
modern polar curve.

The three example thermals are weak/ 
narrow, strong/narrow, and strong wide. The 
actual strengths and widths of these thermals 
will be loosely based on the Horstmann 
model and not necessarily typical for a given 
locality or season.

The mathematics behind speed to fly, 
optimum bank angle and sink rate whilst 
turning are published in several different 
texts and it is not necessary to reproduce  
it in this article.

THE W EA K A ND  
NARRO W TH E RM A L
Everyone has experienced these and I have 
been a little generous here as the Horst-
mann model isn’t that weak, but it is very 
narrow and the optimal wing loading is 
around 20kg/m2. I have made it wider in 
order to illustrate a thermal that a heavily 
loaded glider can still turn in. The first dia-

gram shows a cross-section of the thermal 
and the climbing polar of the Hornet for a 
light wing loading and a heavy wing load-
ing. Each point on the climbing polar is 
a five degree increment from the optimal 
bank angle and it can be seen immediately 
that a five degrees steeper or shallower does 
not make a significant difference to the 
climb rate. However, slacking off or steep-
ening the bank by more than 10 degrees 
can make a significant difference to the 
climb rate.

Following are the relevant statistics for 
the two wing loadings. Note that despite 
a much greater wing loading, the heavy 
aircraft has a very similar speed to fly as the 
light aircraft and ends up spending far too 
much of its time struggling in the climb. 
The low average cross-country speed for the 
heavy aircraft is not very surprising. Also 
note that the heavier aircraft is thermalling 
slightly steeper in order to reduce the radius 
of the turn without seriously increasing  
the sink rate. Figure 2 gives an idea of  
MacCready theory average speeds versus  
the wing loading.
WEAK/NARROW THERMAL STATISTICS

Wing Loading 32.00 42.00kg/m2

V min sink 42.20 48.35kt
Minimum sink -1.26 -1.44kt
Optimum Bank Angle 42.59 45.70º
Thermalling speed 49.18 57.85kt
Turn radius 71.08 88.22m
Thermal strength at radius 5.54 4.86kt
Actual climb rate 3.55 2.39kt
Speed to fly 74.5 74.76kt
Time spent climbing 43.4% 49.4%
Time spent cruising 56.6% 50.6%
Average Speed 78.18 70.08km/h

Table 1

WEIGHTING TO FLY
Anthony Smith

THIS ARTICLE IS MOSTLY ABOUT FORGOTTEN KNOWLEDGE. 

EVERYTHING IN IT HAS BEEN DOCUMENTED BEFORE, ALBEIT  

PERHAPS IN A DIFFERENT WAY, IN A VARIETY OF PUBLICATIONS  

AND DOCUMENTS.  

I
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T HE STRONG A ND 
N ARRO W T HER M AL
I am sure that everyone has encountered 
these during their flying. Cruising along 
and then feeling the turbulence around the 
outside followed by a rapid surge in the seat 
of the pants. Counting to three or four and 
then pulling up and cranking the glider 
over, only to find that you’ve gone too far 
past the thermal and you need to re-centre.

Despite the significant increase in the 
strength of the thermal, the heavily loaded 
Hornet still has a speed to fly around the 
same as that of the lightly loaded aircraft. 
The increase in the turn radius of the heavy 
aircraft is putting the pilot at a distinct dis-
advantage compared to the lighter aircraft 
thermalling in the stronger core. Even with 
a much better climb compared to the first 
example, the optimum wing loading remains 
at the minimum end. As expected though 
the increased climb rates give a better average 
cross-country speed.
STRONG/NARROW THERMAL STATISTIC

Wing Loading 32.00 42.00kg/m2

V min sink 42.20 48.35kt
Minimum sink -1.26 -1.44kt
Optimum Bank Angle 45.53 48.65º
Thermalling speed 50.42 59.48kt
Turn radius 67.41 84.11m
Thermal strength at radius 8.33 7.40kt
Actual climb rate 6.19 4.72kt
Speed to fly 89.34 89.25kt
Time spent climbing 40.5% 42.3%
Time spent cruising 59.5% 57.7%
Average Speed 98.56 95.48km/h

Table 2

THE STRONG  A ND  
WIDE THE R M A L
The Horstmann model was developed to 
give glider designers an idea as to how their 
designs would perform under different con-
ditions. The two strong types of thermals 
were engineered to give the same climb rate 
at a radius of 60m. The width of the wide 
thermals, however, ends up being ridicu-
lously wide. In this instance I have reduced 
the thermal radius to something more rea-
sonable and, in keeping with Horstmann’s 
intent, reduced the core strength such that 
our lightly loaded Hornet encounters a sim-
ilar thermal strength to the previous strong 
thermal example.

By now everyone will realise that this 
must be the jackpot for the heavily loaded 
glider. It is, although a quick check of the 
statistics or Figure 6 will show that the aver-
age speed difference is not as great as one 
would expect. This is partly due to the lim-
ited maximum water ballast that the Hornet 
can carry. It is also partly due to the polar 
curve where both aircraft are flying at quite 
high speeds where the polar drops off signifi-
cantly. It is also partly due to an assumption 
on the thermal cross section which I will 
discuss later.
STRONG/WIDE THERMAL STATISTICS

Wing Loading 32.00 42.00kg/m2

V min sink 42.20 48.35kt
Minimum sink -1.26 -1.44kt
Optimum Bank Angle 38.48 41.52º
Thermaling speed 47.70 55.87kt
Turn radius 77.30 95.25m
Thermal strength at radius 8.14 7.69kt
Actual climb rate 6.32 5.47kt
Speed to fly 90.06 93.57kt
Time spent climbing 40.4% 41.4%
Time spent cruising 59.6% 58.6%
Average Speed 99.44 101.56km/h

Table 3

To answer the question from the begin-
ning of the article, “How much water bal-
last should I put in <my Hornet> for a given 
day?”, I offer Figure 6. 

This graph shows the optimal wing load-
ing for a given core strength and three ther-
mal radii. As can be seen, for a similar core 
strength a relatively small increase in thermal 
radius can mean a much bigger increase in 
the optimal wing loading.

So how can we work out what is hap-
pening on a given day? As glider pilots we 
sample thermals at a single point – the climb 
rate we achieve at our turn radius. Unless 
we fly through the centre of the thermal, we 
have no idea of its core strength and unless 
we fly through it from one side to the other, 
only have a guess at the thermals width. 
There is no harm in actually trying this 
out. Take off full of water. Find a thermal, 
climb for a number of turns and centre it. 
Fly away from the thermal briefly and then 

turn back and fly through it and keep one 
eye on the netto (this gives you an idea what 
the air around you is doing, not what the 
glider is achieving) at a speed of 50kt (adjust 
this speed to be something suitable for your 
glider when it is full of water). Count the 
seconds it takes to fly from when the nett 
vario hits 0 and when it returns to 0 on the 
far side. Also keep a note of the maximum 
nett vario reading. Your maximum nett vario 
reading is going to be a fair indication of 
the core strength. At 50kt, you are travel-
ling at roughly 25m/s. Every four seconds is 
100m. Eight seconds from the outside edge 
till you hit the core is approximately 200m 
radius. Seven seconds is 175m in radius and 
nine seconds is 225m radius (note that an 
ordinary vario won’t register the first second 
or so of the thermal due to your gliders sink 
rate – you need to have it as a netto to do 
this). Believe it or not, that two second dif-
ference from the edge to the core may be all 
it takes between deciding to keep or dump a 
sizeable fraction of your water ballast.

S OME  NOT ES  ON 
THE R M A L  MODE LLI NG
This article assumes that the thermal 
strength is parabolic with radius. This is 
because it makes a neat and relatively simply 
mathematical solution. The parabolic model 
is often used in handicapping – look for 
published articles on the British Standard 
Thermal and similar. This thermal model 
doesn’t actually have much to do with reali-
ty. So far I haven’t found anyone who can 
tell me what a typical thermal does across 
its section other than some vague ideas. 
This is partly because every thermal is dif-
ferent and every day is different again and 
the variations are possibly endless. However, 
on the good side, adjusting the thermal 
shape (speed versus radius) in the model 
does not make a huge difference to your 
optimal wing loading until you get to some 
fairly extreme examples.  

G F A

During June 2008 the  
GFA Secretariat will be moving  

to a new location:

GFA Secretariat 
Level 1/34 Somerton Road, 

Somerton VIC 3062

All telephone numbers  
will remain the same.

For more details see  
[www.gfa.org.au]

A juvenile wedge-tailed eagle thermals 
near Kapunda during ASC’s Easter Regatta

Photo: Justine Thompson from the front seat 
of Bergfalke 4 GZQ flown by Anthony Smith
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liding at Warwick always seems to be  
      about getting the most out of every  
      flight, whether you are training for an  
      upcoming competition or simply enjoy-
ing the almost nosebleed-inducing thermals 
that can grace the region.

Flights of 750km have been recorded 
from Warwick, even in excess of 800km in 
recent years. Club members regularly take 
advantage of local conditions to fly courses 
towards western Queensland or venture into 

the ‘dark side’ by tracking east 
towards Tambourine Mountain, 
soaring with picturesque views of 
the scenic Gold Coast and beyond 
it the majestic blue of the Pacific 
Ocean.

Located just an hour-and-
a-half from Brisbane amongst 
the beautiful and historic Downs 
region, the Warwick Gliding Cen-
tre offers excellent flying, fantastic facilities 
and unmistakable value for money for every-
one from the Trial Instructional Flier to the 
experienced cross-country soarer.

Imagine a club with almost unlimited 
potential: a club with a height restriction 
imposed by natural limitations, not CASA. 
Affordable hangarage, a fully sealed runway 
with maintained grass strips. Enough active 
membership for a strong financial position 
coupled with regular infrastructure improve-
ments, but not so many as to make flying an 
exercise more akin to queuing than hooking 
up the tow rope.

It all exists just 12km north-west of 
Warwick, the City of Roses and home to 
the Southern Downs Regional Council, and 
just an easy hour-and-a-half by dual car-
riageway from Brisbane.  Full hotel/motel 
facilities together with restaurants and cafés 
add to the substantial natural attractions of 
the region, making for an attractive flyaway 
destination for couples and groups.

Apart from the soaring on offer, couples 
can explore all the region has to offer or stay 
in one of many top class B&Bs; even escape 
to the Stanthorpe wineries for a day’s break 
from those nosebleed thermals.

Competition fliers will appreciate the 
good tasking available to the north and west 

of the airfield, a fact taken advantage of dur- 
ing previous gliding competitions at Warwick.

During this year’s Queensland State 
Gliding Championships it’s expected, like 
always, the club will launch every day to 
strong weather and competition alike.

With the competition due to run 
between 27 September and 4 October, the 
Bureau of Meteorology is predicting excel-
lent conditions for competitors, and with 
more than 20 bunks, on-site camping facili-
ties, male and female toilets and ablutions 
and excellent kitchen facilities, there’s even 
more reason to sign up for a week’s fun fly-
ing and competition.

The Warwick Gliding Centre remains 
ready to assist you in your soaring ambitions 
- even in the grip of the Darling Down’s 
worst drought in recorded history, water  
ballast remains available!

The club fleet includes a Puchatek KR-
AO3, Twin Astir, Hornet and Cirrus 75  
all towed aloft using the club’s Pawnee.  
Several other aircraft reside in the hangars  
for use by a core group of dedicated cross-
country pilots, with cross hire available on 
some by negotiation.

Aviation has long been a central theme 
in the Darling Downs’ history – the region 
reverberated with the growl of Merlins and 

G

WARWICK ESCAPES: 
Get Away From Winter
Matt Grant

THE WINGS GROAN AS THE NOSE LIFTS THROUGH THE HORI

ZON, THE SHRILL WHISTLING OF AIR PAST THE COMFORT 

WINDOW QUIETENING AS WE BECOME INVERTED, BEFORE COMPLETING THE LOOP IN A RUSH OF 

FIBREGLASS AND PERSPEX. BELOW ME, THE DARLING DOWNS IS A PATCHWORK QUILT OF FARMERS’ 

FIELDS AND SHINING DAMS AS MY HOST IN THE BACKSEAT POINTS OUT LOCAL LANDMARKS.

Excellent cross-country courses see many pilots choose 
to use ballast on the Southern Downs

Gliders line the runway in preparation for getting airborne 
on a bumper day at Warwick

On short finals for the Warwick airfield after another 
day’s soaring over the Downs

On tow behind the club’s Pawnee 

Photos: Eddie Matejowsky
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Beryl Hartley

AN INVITAT ION  TO  
THE GRA ND PRIX
Grand prix gliding racing: Six days of excit-
ing flying by top pilots in 18m sailplanes in 
the open skies of western New South Wales 
at Narromine. 

This qualifying event is open to Aus-
tralian and international pilots. The total 
number of entries is 20. Five places must be 
made available to international entries. Aus-
tralian entries over the allocated number will 
be accepted on the basis of the international 
pilot ranking list.

The grand prix is a new concept for the 
Narromine gliding community. With many 
years of experience in conventional gliding 
competitions our gliding enthusiasts are  
keen to experience the thrill of fast speed 
sailplane racing.

The organising team is led by Henk 
Meertens who has considerable experience  
in grand prix as an official at the World 

championship event held in Omarama,  
New Zealand.

To take advantage of the expected 
weather at the site in this period, 18m racing 
sailplanes have been selected to demonstrate 
the leading edge of technology in our sport.

If you are intending to enter the grand 
prix, check out the entry form on our web-
site [www.narromineglidingclub.com.au].  
If you are the owner of an 18m competitive 
aircraft and wish to make your aircraft avail-
able for hire, please contact our webmaster 
on <mal@mals.net> to list your aircraft and 
contacts. For assistance with accommoda-
tion, travel, or any other requirement, you 
are welcome to contact Beryl Hartley on 
<hartley@avionics.com.au>.  

To 30 April 2008
A BADGE
AGER, Bernhard Lothar 11396 Adelaide University GC
HOLMES, Julian Noel 11398 Southern Cross GC
COWAN, Christopher 11399 Byron Bay GC

B BADGE
GRIFFIN, Gary Charles 11371 Byron Bay GC

B AND C BADGE
JACOBSON, David Morris 11333 Mt Beauty GC

C. BADGE
SAWELL, Ian William 10752 Lake Keepit GC
JOHNS, Cameron Gordon 11289 Adelaide SC 

A, B AND C BADGE
MOFFAT, James Andrew 11394 Central Coast GC
KAWAMORI, Hiroyasu 11395 Narromine GC
LAYTON, Paul Grenville 11397 Canberra GC

SILVER C
GOODLEY, David John 4676 GCV
PAGE, Harold 4677 Grampians GC
LAYTON, Paul Grenville 4678 Canberra GC

GOLD C
GARTLAND, Alan Robert 1641 Beverley SC

DIAMOND GOAL
GOODLEY, David John  GCV
SWEENEY, Vaughan  Bathurst SC
PAGE, Harold  Grampians GC

FAI Claims• • • • • • • •

Pratt and Whitneys not too many years ago 
as military pilots learnt their stuff before 
heading overseas. 

Today the skies to the north are coloured 
with helicopters from the Army Aviation Centre  
at Oakey, and to the east with F-111s and 
DHC-4 Caribous from RAAF Amberley.

At Warwick airfield, however, there is 
nothing but wide blue sky above, and air-
space to burn as you chase your cross-coun-
try personal best.

Back at ground level the club is working 
on new hangars to help cater for the increas-
ing demand for space, as well as provide 
better facilities for members. The shared 
work ethic and can-do attitude showing in a 
variety of projects all aimed at improving the 
experience at Queensland’s friendliest club.

All in all, with temperatures plummeting 
but flying still on the menu at Warwick, why 
not book a mid-winter flyaway escape, make 
a long weekend of it and enjoy the region at 
its best with roaring fires in the evening?

Better yet, plan your spring holiday 
around this year’s Queensland State Gliding 
Championships – 27 September through 4 
October!

See you at Warwick, all year round!

For more photos of the Warwick gliding scene,  
go to [http://eddiem.com/gliding/gliding.htm].

AUSTRALIAN QUALI 
FYING GRAND PRIX
NARROMINE, NSW, 30 NOVEMBER TO 6 DECEMBER

‘Balaklava Rude Boys’ – Andrew 
Horton (front seat) and Colin Stauss  

(rear seat) in Balaklava’s ASK-21  
practice for radio failure by using  

hand signals.  Perhaps they are  
signalling that they are climbing at  

1kt. Perhaps they are indicating that  
they are 100 ft below GZQ. Perhaps  
they are trying to say that they will  

leave the thermal in one more turn…  
What do you think? 

Photo: Justine Thompson from 
Bergfalke 4 GZQ flown by Anthony Smith

G F A
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BIG WINGOVERS
To perform big wingovers, it is important to 
have good timing with respect to weightshift 
and brake input. The size comes from good 
timing, not hard over-aggressive inputs. 

During wingovers the inside wing will 
be travelling at a high angle of attack (AoA) 
while the outside wing will be travelling at 
a low AoA. It is important to manage these 
two correctly to avoid losing the outside tip, 
and along with it precious energy, or less 
likely, spinning the inside wing.

Weightshift can play a big part in big 
wingovers by initiating roll early, particularly 
when you are light in the weight range of 
your glider. Size makes a big difference when 
it comes to making big wingovers easy. The 
heavier you are on your glider, the simpler 
the timing becomes, as you have an excess  
of energy to use.

So let’s go through the timing for nice 
clean wingovers, because to get them big, 
you must have clean small ones first. So 
after taking care of all the things covered in 
the first article, height, airspace, wind drift, 
etc. Pick a reference line, such as a road or 
fence line, as your heading. Start with a firm 
direction change of about 45º, let’s say to 
the right, and allow the glider to dive on this 
new heading (the direction change must be 
quick enough to bank the glider up). You 
should be able to put your hands all the 
way up immediately on this one to give you 
all the airspeed you can get. The low AoA 

shouldn’t be excessive at this stage, so a fron-
tal should not occur. 

Now, as your body approaches the bot-
tom of the pendulum, begin shifting your 
weight to the left and at the same time 
applying a smooth and progressive brake 
input to the left. This brake input is inversely 
proportional to your body’s energy, ie, as 
your body slows down and loses centrifugal 
force on the lines, the brake input becomes 
deeper and more powerful. This relation-
ship between body energy and brake input 
becomes more and more important as the 
wingovers become bigger. 

As your body reaches the apex of its arc 
the glider should have finished its turn to 
the left and be ready to dive for speed again. 
Freeze frame this moment in your mind’s  
eye and think about what the AoA will be 
across the whole wing. The left brake will  
be depressed to its deepest point for this 
wingover and the left wing will have a high 
AoA and a low airspeed. The right wing will 
be at a relatively low AoA compounded by 
your body’s decreased centrifugal force on 
the lines, hence the right wingtip is more 
prone to tucking. To prevent this, a little 
right brake may be necessary.

So ‘play’ again and at a proportional rate 
to your body, swinging under the glider and 
placing force on the lines again, the brakes 
are raised to dive and regain as much airspeed 
as possible. Raising the brakes too quickly 
will frontal or cause an asymmetric tuck, raise 
them too slowly and you are robbing yourself 

H G F A

ON MANOEUVRES  
Part Four: Big Wingovers 
And Asymmetric Spirals
Dominic Eller

HELLO AGAIN. I HOPE EVERYONE 

HAS HAD SOME FLYING IN THE  

LAST MONTH AND HAD A CHANCE 

TO DO THEIR FIRST SAT AND/OR PRACTICE A FEW SPINS. THIS  

ARTICLE WILL FOCUS ON THE ART OF THE ROLLING MANOEUVRES; 

BIG WINGOVERS AND ASYMMETRIC SPIRALS. THESE TWO MANOEU

VRES FORM THE BASE FOR ROLL REVERSALS LOOPS AND AS AN  

ENTRY FOR DYNAMIC SATS AND TUMBLES.

Wingover from head cam
1. Bottom of arc
2.  Just before top of arc brakes applied  

to prevent tuck
3. Coming to bottom of arc
4. Just after bottom of arc
5. Top or arc

Photos: Stefan Hodek

Photo: David Banham, courtesy Airborn NZ
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of airspeed. Now as the glider dives and your 
body swings through its arc, we repeat every-
thing again, but since we have more energy 
the timing of the next turn becomes more 
critical. The weightshift needs to be earlier 
and the brake input stronger.

If you keep this up for three to four 
cycles with good timing, you will find you’ll 
be passing the horizon and having quite 
large heading changes. Here’s where things 
can come unstuck a little: As you get bigger, 
the proportional brake inputs and timings 
become more critical. As you and the glider 
dive, you are both gaining potential energy. 
As you start climbing and turning, you are 
spending that energy. As your body loses 
energy, you use the glider’s airspeed to retain 
tension on the lines. This can mean that at 
the top of a large wingover, when you are 
above the glider, you may have both hands 
far down to keep the leading edge from 
tucking; you are using the glider’s airspeed, 
or what’s left of it, to lift the glider down 
and away from you.

Until you have a good feeling for the 
energy management, keep an excess of it. 
One way is to ‘go early’. By this I mean to 
start making your direction changes before 
your body reaches the bottom of the pen-
dulum. In some cases the weightshift should 
happen at the top of the wingover so the 
glider is diving and rolling at the same time. 
This essentially gives you a lower arc and a 
more constant energy. As you get more com-
fortable ‘going late’ will give larger wingovers, 
but beware if you go too late, you may not 
have the energy to keep the lines tight.

As I just mentioned, going ‘too late’ can 
cause you to end up with slack lines. What 
happens is that by not initiating the roll 
soon enough, you spend too much energy 
climbing and not enough rolling. This will 
put you high and to the side of the glider in 
a very uncoordinated turn, the result may be 
a mild side-slipping, a large roll-in style col-
lapse (when the wing rolls up along its span 
into the lines) or a large asymmetric collapse. 
The mild side-slip will be the result of a late-
timed, small wingover and is no problem. 
The large roll-in collapse and asymmetric are 
a problem. These can occur after you make a 
well-timed big wingover and its size surprises 
you, causing you to hesitate in making the 
direction change and committing for the 
next big wingover causing you to be ‘too 
late’. If this occurs, try and maintain tension 
by using the brakes, lots if necessary. If you 
have really blown it, the low wing may roll 
up into the lines as you fall by. This has big 
potential for a cravat or stuck tip, so be ready 
to sort it all out. It’s not very likely that 
you will end up high enough to be directly 
above the glider and fall into it during big 

wingovers, but anything is possible, so keep 
the timing on the ‘early’ side until you have 
things dialled in. If you get surprised at the 
top of a wingover and feel any hesitation, 
just dive out and continue the turn in the 
same direction. This will let you bleed off  
the energy and not have to worry about any 
timing, ie, if your last wingover was to the 
left, then as you dive out turn left again.

If you are feeling a lot of G force during 
the whole wingover, then you can afford to 
go a little later to make them higher, with less 
G at the top and smoother in appearance. 

Weightshift in wingovers has the effect 
of turning the glider as it’s diving without 
robbing you of airspeed with the brakes 
– this also gives the effect of early timing.  
If you try wingovers without weightshift, 
they become big very quickly, but the timing 
and use of the brakes must be perfect.  
Give it a go and see what happens.

ASYMMETRIC S P IR AL S
An asymmetric spiral is essentially a  
wingover to the same side whilst diving  
in a spiral, and not, as I thought when  
I first heard of it, pulling in a big collapse 
on one side to get a rapid spiral and then  
go the other way to get a roll reversal. Idiot! 

To begin start a spiral dive, two or three 
revolutions should be sufficient, then let your 
hands up and put in a little weightshift to the 
outside. As you come through the bottom of 
the arc, throw your weight back into the spi-
ral and bring your inside hand down just as  
if you were doing a big wingover. At the top 
of the arc raise your hands again to begin 
diving, using the same rules of timing as the 
big wingovers. The idea is to have enough 
energy to travel up and over to one side of 
the spiral, but not so much energy that your 
orientation is useless through too many Gs. 

As you become more comfortable with 
the timing, you will find it can help to give 
the inside brake a tweak to put a little more 
speed and rotation into the dive, thus giving 
you more energy to allow a later timing for 
the next climbing side. This will give you 
nice high asymmetric spirals.

Good ones should feel smooth and posi-
tive, with a definite slowing over the top 
and nice acceleration on the way down. The 
same problems can result from going too late 
as with the big wingovers, so maintain good 
energy management.

If you feel they are too fast and flicky, 
you are probably not waiting long enough 
between diving the glider and rolling it back 
in again. Go a little later and things should 
come right.

When I was learning both these manoeu-
vres, I had some collapses and fell past the 
glider once on both manoeuvres, but with no 

big dramas. With all rolling/looping manoeu-
vres, it’s just like swinging a bucket of water 
around your head – get the forces right over 
the top and everything works nicely, get them 
wrong and you can get wet. 

As with all manoeuvres, different gliders 
and wing loadings perform uniquely. So treat 
these words as just one way of describing  
a rather complex and broad topic. There is 
more than one way to skin a cat. So experi-
ment. Maintain good energy management 
and things generally work out well.  
Next month: Roll reversals and dynamic SATs 

H G F A

Asymmetric spiral:
1-2. Diving for speed note TE has no brake on in 2
3-4. Rolling back into spiral
5. Top of asymmetric spiral
6. Diving again
7. Early brake input to gain more energy

Photos: Daizo Inaoka
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N E W  P R O D U C T S

Solio Universal Solar Charger
Here’s a great product for all those rechargeable 

gadgets we use (Ed):
The Solio Magnesium Edition [www.

solio.com/charger/] is the 
world’s most advanced hybrid 
charger. Engineered to meet 

the demands of the serious 
adventurer, Solio Mg edition combines the 

most efficient solar panels with the highest 
capacity battery to collect and store power. With 
expanded compatibility and a strong yet elegant 
magnesium alloy shell, this is the most powerful 
and versatile hybrid charger yet made.

Solio is a hybrid because it can accept power 
from either the wall socket or sun, storing this 
energy within Solio’s internal rechargeable bat-
tery. Solio then uses this energy to power your 
gadgets at the same rate as if they were plugged 
into the wall. Solio will also hold its charge for 
up to a year. Solio limits your need to purchase 
and carry around multiple chargers for all of your 
gadgets and is your one stop charging solution 
for all of your products from cell phones and 
iPods, to digital cameras, game players and GPS.

 One hour of sun will give you enough juice 
to provide up to 25 minutes of additional 
talk time on most cell phones.
 Provides an emergency power source  
when away from power outlets.
 Adapter tips allow you to power multiple 
gadgets with a single charger (tips for  
most products included in pack).
 Works with multiple gadgets, including 
mobile phones, Bluetooth headsets,  
smartphones/PDAs, MP3 players, portable 
gaming devices, digital cameras, GPS  
and much more.
 Reusable – use it again and again.
 Compact lightweight design – convenient  
for travel or emergency use.

How Solio works
Solio features a fan-blade design that allows it 
to achieve maximum solar area when in use. Just 
spread out the blades, expose them to direct sun-
light either out of doors or affixed to a window, 
and get ready to take your power on the road.

•

•

•

•

•
•

Just the facts
 Charging Solio’s internal battery takes  
eight to 10 hours of direct sunlight.*
 Solio will charge your device at the same 
rate as your conventional charger.
 Using the included wall adapter or USB 
charging cable solio will fully charge in 
approximately four hours.
 A fully charged Solio will completely charge 
an average cell phone at least twice.*
 When charging a cell phone directly from 
the sun, 60 minutes of sunlight will provide 
approximately 25 minutes of talk time and 
10 hours of standby time.*
 When charging an iPod directly from the sun, 
one hour of sunlight will provide about one 
hour of play time.*
 Solio can store energy on its internal battery 
for up to one year.

Technical Specifications 
Max rated output eight watts
 Solar panel max output 0.85 watts  
(5.5V 150mA)
 Rechargeable 3.7V 1800mAh  
Lithium Ion battery
Solar Dimensions 120 x 65 x 34 mm.
Weight: 6 oz
Dealer details and prices available on [www.

solio.com/charger/]
*Performance times may vary slightly depending  
on type of device and intensity of sunlight.

Pro-Design’s New Cuga
Sizes 75 and 90 of the new EN and LTF certifica-
tions have been finalised, EN 22xA/1xB, LTF Class 
1. Details see [www.para-test.com/].

First feedback from pilots and PG instructors 
is good.

More at [www.pro-design.at/en/cuga.php].
Customers all over like the new canopy 

designs and love the 3D color selection menu for 
the custom colour glider option. We are the only 
manufacturer accepting custom colour orders 
WITHOUT surcharge!

More at [www.pro-design.at/en/cuga_far-
ben.php].

Please feel free to check out our new cata-
logue [www.pro-design.at/pdf/pro-design_cata-
logue_2008_web.pdf].

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

FA I  N E W S
New FAI Records
Sub-class RPF1 (Microlights: PG Control/
Foot-launched/Flown with one person)
Claim number 14942 
Distance in a closed circuit with limited fuel: 
102.1km
Date of flight: 27/1/2008
Pilot: David ROTUREAU (France)
Course/place: Saint Georges de Montaigu (France)
Microlight: ITV Pawnee
Sub-class RWL2 (Microlights: Weightshift 
Control/Landplane/Flown with two 
persons)
Claim number 14799
Distance over a closed circuit without landing: 
809km
Date of flight: 1/9/2007
Pilot: Pal MATUSKA (Hungary)
Crew: Krisztina SZAK (Hungary)
Course/place: Békéscsaba (Hungary)
Microlight: Air Creation IXESS
Sub-class :O-5 (HG with a rigid primary 
structure/movable control surface(s) 
without pilot surrounding structures and 
fairings) – General
Claim number: 14931
Type of record: Out-and-return distance
Course/location: Moreson Farm – Malta  
Hohe (Namibia)
Performance: 348.4km
Pilot: Carlos PUÑET (Spain)
AIR Atos VR
Date: 10.1.2008
Previous record: 338.2km (8.12.2006 – Gil 
SOUVIRON, France)

FAI congratulates the pilots on this splendid 
achievements.

World Air Games 2009 logo  
and English website unveiled
The World Air Games 2009 website has now 
been published in English at [www.wag2009.
com/eng/]. It proudly displays the new logo 
which was officially launched recently at a 
ceremony hosted by the World Air Games 2009 
organising committee on the Piazza Castello  
in Turin. The new logo has been inspired by the 
Mole Antonelliana building which is a symbol  
of the city and was named after its designer 
Alessandro Antonelli. The four elements of the 
logo can also be interpreted as four wings taking 
off into the sky. 
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Everybody is familiar with the term 
‘pre-flight checks’ and knows what 
they involve. We all know they are 
important and the life expectancy of 

those who neglect them is believed to be great-
ly reduced. What is hardly ever mentioned 
– or performed – is a series of ‘after-launch 
checks’ that are about equally important.

Some of the points merely double the 
pre-flights. Even the most thorough people 
can miss something for a variety of reasons 
and there is no harm in checking again. 
Besides, take-off puts extra stress on a vari-
ety of your equipment and something that 
was perfectly right during pre-flights can be 
in a terrible mess after launch. Some other 
defects are almost impossible to see, except 
during flight. Most of the problems can be 
rectified or the subsequent damage can at 
least be reduced if the faults are detected 
in the early stage of flight. I do my ‘after-
launches’ religiously and have a similar  
system in them as in pre-flights.

I start with the points that can have  
a direct impact on the stability and control 
of my glider:

Are the brake lines routed correctly and 
not wrapped around risers? Are the brake lines 
heavily twisted, creating potential for curling 
and blocking the pullies? Mistakes can hap-
pen only too easily and equally easy to be 
overlooked while still on the ground. Any 
problems in this area can usually be  
corrected as soon as you are at a safe distance 
from all solid objects and in a reasonably 
stable air.

Do I have any tangles or foreign objects 
in the lines? Is there any damage to the lines? 
If a problem is detected, the action should 
match the severity of the problem and the 
experience of the pilot. If the trouble can’t 
be rectified by shaking the lines a few times, 
your next response can be anything rang- 
ing from simply continuing the flight to 
throwing reserve. The latest option should  
be considered carefully and the action 
delayed, whenever possible, until you are 
above a safe landing area. Throwing the 
silk can in many cases be safer than trying 
to land with a wing on the verge of stall or 
spin. Underestimating this kind of predica-
ment can lead to serious consequences. For 
instance, a little twig in the top cascade caus-
ing no immediate deformation of the glider 
can nevertheless cause a total failure  

of recovery from a tuck by catching more 
lines. It may be acceptable to ignore it at the 
coast, but in thermic condition this ‘detail’ 
should be a good reason to head to the near-
est safe landing area right away.

Is the reserve handle secure? The conse-
quences of accidentally reserve deployment 
can be about as serious as the rescue not 
opening when needed. The handle can be 
pulled out easily during launch, especially  
if you have people helping you (Is there any-
thing better to hold you than that conven-
iently located read handle?). Often you have 
only seconds to prevent the reserve from 
falling out. In most cases it is not possible to 
restore the device back into a safe and still 
useable state – in which case the only pru-
dent action is to land ASAP while prevent-
ing the inner bag from opening by whatever 
means available.

Are my leg straps securely closed? It is per-
fectly possible to take off with the leg straps 
undone (or they can open during launch) 
without noticing it. If you don’t check it 
now, you may first become aware of the 
crisis when you get in the landing position 
20m above the deck. It may well become 
one of the last things you become aware of 
– ever. Closing the leg straps (providing you 
are sitting safely in the harness) is usually 
easy. If you can’t do it, head for a safe land-
ing area immediately and land the way por-
cupines make love: Very, very, carefully.

Are my carabiners properly locked? Most 
carabiners are designed to lock their gates 
automatically and then they shouldn’t open 
without a deliberate human action. Unfortu-
nately, nothing is perfect and you may find 
one of your carabiners open. No reason for 
an immediate panic. Even an open one can 
easily take multiples of the loads produced 
during a steady flight. However, a bit of acro 
or a large collapse can cause a total failure 
or at least an irreparable damage. Close the 
gate ASAP and make a mental note to check 
the locking mechanism for a proper function 
after landing – unless the reason for mal-
function was obvious (eg, a foreign object in 
the gate). If not possible, land without any 
further delay.

Is my speed system connected properly? The 
Brunel hooks used by most manufacturers  
nowadays are useless pieces of junk which 
should have been discontinued a long time 
ago. Unless you use some extra trick to hold 

them securely together, they will open every 
now and then (usually during take-off) ren-
dering you speed  system useless. If detected 
early, it is usually easy to rectify this prob-
lem. It may become harder if you find out 
while being blown back over that ridge…  
It is also worthy checking if the speed system 
is not pulling on the front risers while not 
in use (line wrongly adjusted or caught on 
some other piece of equipment). If this can’t 
be rectified easily, land.

Having finished with the above items, 
you can relax. There is no indication you 
are going to die in the immediate future 
and you have time to go through some fine 
details. The following predicaments are not 
of the ‘life or death’ type, but it is better to 
discover them sooner and, whenever pos-
sible, fix the problems before you actually 
need to use the offending piece of equip-
ment in a hurry.

Is my altimeter set correctly? You are look-
ing for an obvious large error – like when 
right after your launch from Mystic you read 
1500m altitude. It is usually not possible to 
fix this in flight, but you can take a mental 
note of the approximate size of the error and 
use it for future reference.

Is my GPS (computer) recording? Especial-
ly vital in competitions where overlooking 
this problem can really bring tears in your 
eyes later.

Is my radio still working? Nothing is eas-
ier than pulling one of those plugs out of its 
socket during take-off. Make another ‘radio-
check’ call and try to rectify any problem 
you may detect. If you can’t fix it, modify 
your flight plan when necessary taking in 
account you are without communication.

So, now you have covered about all what 
could conceivably have gone wrong after 
launch. Enjoy your flight, but keep looking. 
There is always something you failed  
to notice! 

After-launch Checks
Jiri Stipek

Twisted brake line with a potential to jam in the pulley 
– hard to notice on the ground
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Emilis Prelgauskas

    ed Pascoe was deeply embedded in the 
sport of soaring across his life in numerous 
functions: flight instructor, airworthiness  
  engineer, contest pilot and administrator. 

He also was a lifelong sailplane designer 
in South Australia from the 1950s onward. 
He was a peer with other like-minded  
individuals including Keith Jarvis, Reg  
Todhunter, and Ron Sharpe, who also  
developed individual sailplane designs  
early in that period.

All of them were embedded at the time 
when wooden airframes were the sport’s 
norm, and Australia led world-thinking 
about small span utility sailplanes as practi-
cable means to grow the sport.

In the time period follow on from this, 
the sport moved from anecdotal intuitive 
design to engineering-based thinking.

Ted Pascoe learnt and worked in aero-
nautics professionally. This comes through 
clearly in the materials he collected across  
his lifetime, which now form the core of  
the E A Pascoe Collection, displayed as part 
of the Monarto Sailplaners’ Museum.

The collection comprises standard engi-
neering texts, Ted’s own notations on these, 
and collections from leading thinking across 
that time period by contributors such as 
Hoerner, Wortmann and Eppler in terms  
of airfoil plots beyond the NACA base work.

Greatest interest, locally, centres on Ted’s 
own work. This includes paperwork and 
artefacts still in existence on the ‘EP’ series  
of sailplanes.

The normal disclaimer applies. Across 
the volume of papers, individual pieces are 
often undated, without reference to the 
project being thought about. It seems often 
multiple projects are under consideration 
at any one time, and a named project may 
morph to another form.

This makes sorting and tracking the 
material an interesting exercise, and makes  
it likely that false conclusions may be 
jumped to. 

The EP-1 
was Ted‘s own 
strut-braced 
diminutive sin-
gle-seat sailplane, 
built and flown 
at Mount Gam-
bier in the early 
1950s. In Ted’s 
words, sailplane 
design at that 
time was an art; 
and certification 
followed the 
‘history of safe 

operation’ method carried over when aircraft 
registration began formally.

David Howse in Bacchus Marsh has  
the airframe now; the Collection has what 
little original paperwork was remaining half 
a century after its original construction.

The EP-2 represented thinking from 
the 1960s finding realisation over a decade 
later. Still a small span sailplane, but with 
ambitions to be comparable to the perform-
ance of 15metre Standard Class ships before 
retractable undercarriages and water ballast 
capacity were introduced.

The original Ted-built machine (GXK) 
and the home built (IZZ) both are based  
at Bacchus Marsh with Caleb White.

The Collection has the original plans, 
home builder description, pilot manual  
and the underlying certification correspond-
ence for this design. By then sailplane design 
had become a science, with the increased  
justifications thus required. Some of the 
hand text calculations on strength, stability 
and control are part of the Collection.

After Ted finished active sport involve-
ment, his fertile mind continued to con-
template innovation to sailplanes. Amongst 
papers dealing with sail boat and power 
plane design are side and border notations 
about a further sailplane. The reason we  
take interest is that amongst his effects were 
a partly-built fuselage, loose bulkheads,  
a foreplane and odd control parts. In the 
jumble of paperwork were bulkhead jigs 
referring to the EP-3.

While there are references to a conven-
tional evolution out of the EP-2 as an EP-3 
in the papers, the available airframe doesn’t 
match that work. It follows more the layout 
for which only margin notes have been 
culled. This text sets out the artefacts identi-
fied so far.

Ted spoke little of his work during this 
period with neither family nor close friends. 
The sifting of the available material therefore 
draws on monosyllabic comments made, inter- 
pretation and the remnant artefacts above. 

 

If we 
were to follow the tra-
ditions, with EP-1 the 
‘Spruce Goose’, the 
EP-2 ‘Super Goose’, 
we might name 
the EP-3 ‘Canard 
Goose’. The reminis-
cences, the border notations, and the part 
airframe suggest that layout. A fuselage with 
nose-mounted foreplane, single reclined pilot 
seat with main wing under, a rear wing with 
pusher motor/propeller and fin, and a twin 
in-line retractable undercarriage is intimated 
by the fabricated components amongst the 
parts found.

Available drawing material on wing 
detail may be referring to the power plane 
project or the EP-3, or both, suggesting 
eight metre span main plane(s). All based  
on thinking about achieving drag reduction 
potential through such a unique approach  
to fundamental airframe layout. 

      intage 
   gliding  
corner
V

T
EA (Ted) Pascoe from 
his FAI Certificate

THE E A TED 

PASCOE COLLECTION
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OLDTIMERS MEET 

OLDTIMERS

Leigh Bunting

It finally happened. After some 40 years 
Grunau Baby 2B VH-GDN and K2b 
VH-GHO returned to Camden airfield 
  to be re-united with the men who 

built them.
Since tracking down the surviving mem-

bers of the Illawarra Soaring Club, I have 
been keen to organise a return visit as these 
men were seriously getting on in years.

I finally pinned John Ashford down  
to a date and the 26 April was realised.  
The weather was perfect. The builders, Ken 
Brierley, Kel Gore and Ray Wood, along 
with various members of their families 
attended. The aircraft were rigged and the 
builders were running around like young 
kids. One member of the team, ‘Jack’ David-
son, went to the big airfield in the sky some 
time ago and one of the team that built the 
K2, Bob Williams, was unable to be traced.

Despite some issues with the main wheel 
of the K2, both aircraft were flown. Many 
megabytes of pics were taken – except by 
Ray Ash who seemed to be using a former 
photographic technology.

The builders enjoyed themselves immense-
ly. Local gliding members also showed much 
interest in learning about their gliding heritage.

The quote of the weekend goes to a 
three-year-old girl who was with a visiting 
family and after being told about the Grun-
au Baby said, “Will it get much bigger when  
it grows up?” 

OLD MATES’ WEEK 
Benalla, 10 to 14 March 2008

Jim Barton

The annual gathering, very routine 
these days, was celebrated in the 
usual fashion with the collection 
of mature gliding types, ex-club 

members and friends visiting for their annual 
fix of a flight or two. 

High temperatures persisted through-
out the week and many were introduced, 
or reintroduced, to open cockpit aviation. 
The Australian Gliding Museum T31B was 
available for us to use for the occasion: many 
pilots experienced open cockpit flying for 
the first time. With the high temperatures  
it proved a very pleasant experience com-
pared to an enclosed canopy. The Gliding 
Club of Victoria operated a T31B in the 
early 1950s, having built it from a kit.

Wednesday night’s dinner was again a 
full house, it being a great social event and 
a very well established feature of the week. 
The mystery bus trip this year with a new 
luxury bus proved to be a winner when the 
chief tour director, John King, found Echuca 

- and a magnificent winery in the scrub on 
the banks of the Murray River. 

Then his passengers tried out a new 
method of transport, a paddle steamer. John’s 
problem this year was the lack of a gear lever 
to graunch!

Numerous members from the gliding 
club were again in evidence, making the 
week a great social event. My thanks to 
Graham Garlick, Ken Boland, Alan Patch-
ing, John King, and Gerry Hogan who 
assisted throughout the week. Also Kaylene 
for producing approximately 100 two course 
dinners on Wednesday evening, and Rhonda 
who maintained her sanity whilst controlling 
the office in her usual efficient manner, plus 
all the attendees who helped make this year’s 
event such a magnificent gathering.

‘Kangaroo’ passes test flights: 
John Wotherspoon’s new 18m span ‘Kanga-
roo’ two-seater was test flown at Gawler on  
7 February. First handling tests indicated  
that the machine would have a performance 
even better than that calculated for it. After  
a short flight in the machine John said:  
“It is a thoroughbred.  It seems to handle better 
than my Olympia did, and has a better per-
formance. At £1550 I think this new machine 
will prove popular overseas.”

Aussies abroad: 
There are no less than five Australians in 
the Surrey Gliding Club. They are Rupert 
Brown, Murray Evans, John Jeffries, John 
Crisp and Alan Patching. Rupert and Alan 
gained their ‘C’ certificates in Olympias 
and John Jeffries obtained his in a Tutor, 
without instruments.

Second Australian gliding contest: 
Hinkler Soaring Club pilot Bob Krick won 
the second Australian gliding contest with a 
score of 237 points. Ric New, of the Gliding 
Club of West Australia, was second with 209 
points. The contest was held at individual 
State centres over the Christmas-New Year 
period. Bob Krick’s contest flights were 220 
miles from Narromine to the Rock, and 113 
miles from Narromine to Bathurst. He flew 
an Olympia. Ric New, in his Laister Kauff-
man two-seater, set five records during the 
contest.

New record: Irene Pumfrey of the Gliding 
Club of West Australia set an Australian wom-
en’s distance record with a flight of 14 miles 
from Dowerin to Oakes Park. She flew the 
H17, ‘Fleetwings’.

Ten thousand feet at Camden: 
On 15 February, Mervyn Waghorn climbed to 
10 000ft in the Sydney Soaring Club’s Olym-
pia. The flight lasted one-and-a-half hours and 
was ended voluntarily with 30 consecutive 
loops and a 120mph dive. Other pilots flying 
on the same day could not get above 2000ft.

New World record: 
An out-and-return flight made in South-west 
Africa in 1952 has been recognised by the FAI 
as a new International record for two-seaters. 
The new record was set by E Dommisse and 
Sam Barker in a Kranich who flew a total dis-
tance of 270 miles. This exceeded the previous 
record of 258 miles held by Russia. 

[www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au]

Naval airman S O’Brien of the Albatross Gliding 
Club, signals to a trainee flying the club primary 
at the glider pageant held by NSWGA at Camden 
aerodrome on 1 February 1953

AUSTRALIAN GLIDING 1953

John Ashford, Ken Brierley, Kel Gore, Ray and 
Leigh Bunting with the K2B and Grunau Baby 2B

G F A
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Guess we will have to do it all again  
next year!

Footnote: The presentation of life mem-
bership of the Gliding Club of Victoria to 
Jim Barton, by club President John Switala, 
for celebrating 60 continuous years of active 
club membership, was a highlight of 
Wednesday night’s get-together. 

    he Condor IV, D 8306 that is now in 
Australia was owned by Jochen Kruse.  
It was Schleicher built in 1954. 

In July, 1989 at a field south-west of 
Hamburg, it was flown by two friends. 
While entering the pattern for landing, and 
turning with more rudder than aileron, it 

went into a spin from low altitude. The 
Condor IV hit left wing first and then nose 
and then upside down. It was extensively 
damaged, with some parts a virtual write- 
off. The wreckage was later bought by a  
Mr Honda, no relation to the car manufac-
turer but a highly respected collector of  
vintage gliders. The Condor IV was taken  
to Japan, where it was rebuilt by Ohno 
Masami with some helpers.

Owing to problems getting approval  
for a Japanese Certificate of Airworthiness,  
it was brought to Australia for the comple-
tion of the rebuild, covering and painting. 
This was undertaken by Mike Burns at 
Tocumwal, NSW, with assistance from Ingo 
Renner. Unfortunately, Mr Honda, who 
was suffering from lung cancer, succumbed 
before the first flight was to take place.  
The date for the re-born first flight was set 
down for 29 April 2008. With registration 
VH-YSH and a permit to fly, all was ready 
by the planned date. 

A contingent of eight glider pilots and 
associates of the Honda family – Ohno 
Masami and his daughter Ms Junko Huruya, 
Ryoji Mori and his wife Junko, Minoru 
Kubota, Tadashi Tanokura, Atsushi Sugi-
yama and Kenichi Ueyama –  made  
the journey from Japan. 

Fortunately, they were also able to spend 
two days at Vintage Gliders Australia’s 
‘Schneider Glider Rally and Kookaburra 
Konvention’, hosted by the Wagga Wagga 
Gliding Club. 

Kenichi Ueyama owns a Slingsby 
T21B and an Olympia based at Tocumwal. 
Arrangements for the trip were made 
by Atsushi Sugiyama, the president of 
AeroVision.

The morning of Tuesday dawned fine 
and cool after a cold and cloudy Monday. 
The wind was from the south at about five 
knots. A large contingent of interested per-
sons assembled at the threshold of runway 
18. Many members of Vintage Gliders  
Australia and the Australian Gliding Muse-
um Inc were present, as well as local and 
visiting pilots and friends. The press and 
television news were well represented. 

The crowd was warmed up by flying  
activities including the T21B, Leigh 
Bunting’s Grunau Baby, Jenne Goldsmith’s 
Ka6 and the local Bocian and Blanik. Also 
impressive was Mike Burns’ other project,  
a Caproni sailplane with a jet engine 
installed behind the cockpit, taking lucky 
pilots for an introduction to the future 
under Ingo’s instruction.

Approaching 2pm, the beautiful Con-
dor in its original scheme of white with 
blue trim was readied for launch, with Mr 
Honda’s photograph gracing the rear cockpit 
bulkhead. Ingo carefully took his place in the 
front seat, as the crowd moved back to clear 
the takeoff path. The canopy was lowered, 
and pilot Eddie Madden lined up in the 
Maule towplane.

Full power and the Condor was away! 
The lightly loaded two-seater balanced on 
wheel and nose skid for a brief second or 
two, the nose was lifted and the aircraft 
returned to its element in barely 30m. 
Beautifully stable behind the towplane, she 
climbed into the sky without a tremble, her 
18m gull wings revelling in their element.

Up to release height, circling above the 
crowd, her translucent wings and tail surfaces 
revealing the intricate pattern of ribs and 
structure. On release, nosing her way towards 
the scattered cu, almost silent and losing lit-
tle height, her appearance taking us back 54 
years to the days of stately sailplanes of wood 
and fabric. A thermal, majestically soared by 
the master pilot, flying the precision machine 
of days gone by. Some slow flight, a stall, and 
up to her fastest, she is under control. And 
then, a textbook circuit and landing, greeted 
with the delighted clapping and cheering of 
the enthusiastic onlookers.

There was nothing more beautiful…
Next Mr Ohno joined Ingo, and one 

can only wonder at the pleasure he enjoyed 
as he sampled his workmanship. As the 
afternoon progressed, the gossamer sailplane 
thrilled more sky riders, until finally the 
sun dipped below the horizon and she was 
gently returned to her hangar. The spirit of 
Mr Honda will continue to fly and his vision 
will delight many in future times. The festiv-
ities lasted long into the night as food, wine 
and saki were enjoyed by those who shared 
this wonderful day!

Special thanks to all participants and 
Robert Gaines. 

THE SPRUCE GOOSE

In the Vintage Gliding Corner of last month’s 
Soaring Australia an article by Noel Matthews 
about the Spruce Goose questioned the current 
status of the aircraft.

Vintage Gliders Australia member David 
Howse owns the aircraft at Bacchus Marsh.  
He is considering returning it to flying status.
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THE CONDOR IV FLIES!

David Goldsmith

Ingo Renner, Mike Burns, Ken Ueyama, Ohno Masami, Atsushi 
Sugiyama, Minoru Kubota, Tadashi Tanokura and Ryoji Mori 
share the excitement before the first flight 

Photo: David Goldsmith

The Condor in flight Photo: Leigh Bunting

Up, up and away Photo: Leigh Bunting
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The new GFA website home page

Administration News
Now the soaring season is all but over, the GFA 
administration is ramping up with projects. The 
biggest news on that front is the move of the 
GFA office to Somerton, to the north-east of  
Tullamarine Airport (see below for more details.) 
The good news is that the phone numbers and 
email addresses will not change, so for most 
members the move will be seamless. The HGFA 
moved to separate premises by mid-May.

Secondly, by the time you read this, the  
GFA website will have been fully transitioned  
to Joomla! software.

For those members who can access the 
internet, GFA believes in the vicinity of 85% of 
members, this will usher in a new level of com-
munication between GFA administration and 
the membership, with the introduction of blogs 
(weB Logs) from the GFA President and Executive 
Officer. Additionally, each GFA department will 
have editing privileges to its own section, so that 
information will be in real time. 

Web email to all officers is provided, so 
please feedback to myself or the heads of depart-
ments on how you are finding the new website 
or what you would like to see on the site.

All GFA documentation is under review at 
present and will be maintained and amended 
through the website; all items will be available 
for electronic download free of charge. If paper 
copies are required, they can be obtained from 
the GFA Office at printing cost.

April 2008 GFA Executive Meeting
As you can see from the précis below, the full 
GFA Executive knuckled down to a very intense 
weekend meeting in mid-April. I must admit to 
feeling my age by the end of the meeting, but  
a lot of business was covered, including a very 
successful budget planning session.

The impressive budget planning statistics  
for 2008/09 FY are for a $1.9 million turnover 
with a planned operating surplus of $5k. Fees 
and charges have been increased by around 4% 
to allow for projected CPI and cost increases.  
This conformed with the GFA Board’s require-
ment for the Executive to produce a balanced 
budget (+/- $20K).

Précis of the April 2008 GFA 
Executive Meeting in Melbourne 
The following is subject to confirmation of the 
meeting minutes by the GFA Executive. 
GFA Officers’ Reports
The Executive Officer reported on:

Government Agencies Issues:
 Australian Sports Commission – The GFA 
application for extension of recognition  
as the National Sporting Organisation to  
2009-14 has now been submitted to ASC.
 CASR 103/149 – CASA staff advise that legal 
staff have generated a pre-release draft that 
required some fine tuning, so at the time of 
writing, the Regulations were still in consul-
tation with CASA, ASAC and RAAus. 
 CASA/GFA Deed 2007-08 – CASA has paid 
the full quantum of $117985 for this finan-
cial year’s Deed of Agreement.
 GFA Documentation – Gliding New Zealand 
has agreed to GFA sharing documentation 
templates suitable for converting MoSPs  
to comply with CASR 103/149. 
 Member Protection Policy (MPP) – A reminder 
has been submitted to Soaring Australia on 
the MPP implementation date of 30 June 2008.
 GFA Insurance Issues – The renewal quote 
was presented to the meeting for consid- 
eration. The Broad Based Liability premium 
has been increased due to the loss ratio 
experienced.
 GFA Loans – A status report was given on 
the three GFA loans on foot.

The President reported on:
 The requirement for enhancement and develop- 
ment of GFA’s Safety Management System.
 Discussion with CASA staff on CASR  
Parts 103/149.
An upcoming CASA Audit on GFA.
 Attending the World Gliding Championships 
in Lüsse, Germany as Australian team cap-
tain in July/August for five weeks.
 Progress on the February 2008 Board Project 
List and invited discussion.

The Chairman of Marketing & Development 
Committee reported on:

Promotional posters now available.
Calendar distributed with magazine 
50% costs offset with advertising.
Expect better costs offset next year.
 Lack of input from State Regional  
Development Officers (RDOs).
 Victoria/Tasmania and Queensland  
still without RDOs.
Issues with NSW RDO.
 Lack of progress in communication with 
Women-in-Gliding and Junior groups.
 Recommendation that specialised contract 
work is required in M&D area.
‘Try Gliding’ weekend in WA.
 Development handbook still  
to be completed.
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 Development area in GFA Business Plan  
still requires attention.
 Progress on Soaring.org conversion  
to Joomla! Software.
 Website progress – Switch to Joomla!  
by late April/Early May.

Chairman of the Operations Panel  
reported on:

 Training Syllabus/GPC:  
The consultation period for this OD expired 
at the end of January with a large number 
of responses. Given the number of negative 
responses, the OD has been rewritten and 
will circulate only to the Ops Panel until all 
members approve the content, then it will 
go to the original planning group and the 
coaching people before sending it for broad-
er consultation to the general membership.
 Competition Entry Requirements:  
This should be issued as an OD as they con-
tain a number of Operational requirements 
and some guidelines for CFIs as to what is 
required before signing for a pilot to fly his/
her first or second competition.
 Medical Standards:  
For some time pilots have experienced dif-
ficulties in getting a GP to sign off their 
Medical Practitioners certificate of fitness 
(Appendix 2). Because of the standards 
required in Civil Aviation Regulations Sched-
ule 1, many GPs are reluctant to test to 
these standards and suggest the pilot see  
a CASA-designated medical examiner to  
sign their Appendix 2, making this a very 
expensive exercise.

 Recently the medical standards for obtaining 
an Australian driver’s license have been 
standardised nationally, these standards would 
allow any GP to test and sign a pilot’s certificate 
of medical fitness.
 The Ops Panel has investigated this and 
have drafted an OD to change the requirement 
to the driver’s licence standard; this only applies 
to pilots who cannot sign the declaration of 
physical fitness at Appendix 1. The RAAus and 
the HGFA use these standards for their medical 
practitioners’ certificate of medical fitness. 

 Safety Management Plans:  
A draft Safety Management Plan has been 
drawn up for clubs to use as a template to 
establish their own plans. These plans were 
discussed during our round of NGS seminars 
last year; some reluctance was noted but 
overall the idea was reasonably accepted.

 The Ops panel has invited Jenny Thomson to 
attend the next Ops meeting in June  
to better explain to us how we can assist clubs in 
producing their Safety Management Plans. Once 
these plans are in place they  
will become part of an Ops status check  
for the RTO/O or Level 3 Instructor to review and 
revise the plan with the club’s CFI.
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 Accidents and Incidents:  
The season just past has been reasonably 
good with only a few accidents/incidents. 
One trend that seems to stand out from  
this season is the number of near misses, 
mainly during comps, but some during  
normal flying activities.

 Reporting procedures are being developed to 
capture and analyse these near misses whether 
an accident/incident occurred or not.

 MOSP 2 Rewrite:  
Work has begun on the update of MOSP 
2 adding all ODs produced since the last 
rewrite in October 2000; many of these also 
change the Ops Regs. Other manuals that 
also require updates will be done after the 
training syllabus OD is finalised.
Status of the Ops Checks
Eighty clubs
 Nine status checks still outstanding, mostly  
in NSW. 

The Treasuer reported on:
 Juniors to be offered a formal loan over six  
years to cover shortfall at the previous Joeyglide.
 The reserves held by GFA in trust for the 
Juniors, plus interest earned, are to be trans-
ferred to the Junior Competition Fund.
 Variable Commercial Rates now included in 
Loan Agreements to keep pace with increas-
ing national interest rates. 
 Retention of CPI increase in reserve funds  
to take effect in 2008-09 FY. 
 Soaring Australia figures for advertising 
revenue. 
Club affiliation/disaffiliation
Re-affiliation to be abandoned. 
Request for annual statistics to be continued.
 Adoption of revised arrangements for  
ITC funding
 The 5-year rolling program implemented  
for FY 2008/09.
Review of GFA accounting processes.
Alternative auditing arrangements 
 Quotation from an alternative auditing firm 
was accepted by the Executive and since 
ratified by the Board.
Engagement of External Resources
 Discussion on options for engaging external 
resources to progress the planned works 
program of the GFA.
Disaster recovery in GFA office
 Progress to date has been left with the  
GFA secretary, who is investigating options.
 With the move to the new location in  
Somerton it is an opportune time to cull  
out obsolete material and reduce the 
demand for physical storage. 

The Chairman of the Technical Committee 
reported on:

 OSTIV SDP meeting will be taking place  
in Lüsse Germany on 4 and 5 August 2008. 
The CTC is unable to attend this event due 
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to family reasons. The Executive reluctantly 
decided that if the elected officer could not 
attend, no deputy would be appointed.
 ASW21Mi – ASG29 – ASG29E Issues – These 
aircraft are now fully certified by EASA and 
documents validating these aircraft are now 
available; there are still some documents on 
modifications outstanding to bring pre-certi-
fication aircraft to certification standard. The 
dispute between the buyers and the vendor 
is not settled as yet.
 Hydraulic Tost Release Testers – This project 
was agreed at the Technical Conference by 
the RTOAs, it is being managed by Eugene 
Blunt and progressing satisfactorily. 
 Several improvements are now being 
analysed that will provide a reliable and 
effective way of testing the Tost release 
assemblies. The new design will have cali-
brating features.
 Lambada 13/15 – The agents have now 
submitted all the engineering computations 
for this aircraft. The paperwork received 
included LSA certification in the USA.
 The outstanding documentation is the air-
craft maintenance manual and the aircraft 
flight manual. The computations provided 
have been examined and the design criteria 
concur with LSA requirements.  This aircraft 
also fits the weight/span squared rule.

Executive Business items
 Risk Management Process – The Executive 
adopted a risk management process pro-
posed by the executive officer and vice-presi-
dent. The process template can be viewed 
at: [www.dsr.wa.gov.au/dsrwr/_assets/main/
lib50026/13_risk2.pdf].
 GFA Project Coordinator – President to pro- 
gress advertising for this contract position.
 Chairman of the IT Group – Recruitment still 
to be completed of a replacement volunteer.
 Volunteer recruitment problems are an issue 
not limited to GFA. The problem needs to 
be presented so as to be understood by the 
membership. 
 September 2008 Seminar in Adelaide  
– planning progress:
 Five speakers arranged, mostly resident  
in SA.
Costs down compared to Melbourne venue.
 Discussion on choice of Master of Ceremonies.
 Advert placed in the June/July issue of  
Soaring Australia.
 Market research – VSA has put a sub-
mission for funding member retention 
research to the Victorian Department of 
Sport & Recreation. XO suggested offering 
research to universities as an undergraduate 
project. Australian Sport Commission to be 
approached by XO for assistance.
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Membership Statistics – Nationally down 
three per cent on the same time last year:  
WA up, the rest of the states negative.

Towing Manual – An amendment incorporat-
ing CASA approval of GFA delegates training and 
checking tow pilots can use RAAus aircraft. 
Finance Issues

Introductory Membership changes – In line 
with new GFA Board guidelines, the Executive 
determined that the introductory membership fee 
be increased to $20 and that the coverage period 
be extended to nine days. 

 Flying rights remain limited to 10 flights 
and/or five hours.
Implementation date 1 May.
Student Introductory Membership abolished.
Budget Session:
 Staff salary review (XO withdrew from the 
meeting for this item).
 Budget for 2008/09 FY collated and 
reviewed in Excel spreadsheet format.
 After much debate and adjustment, budget 
2008/09 FY was set within GFA Board guide-
lines as balanced (+/-$20K).
 Treasurer to adopt capital budgeting and 
depreciation reporting where appropriate.
 GFA fees and charges increased by ~4%  
to reflect anticipated CPI increase.
 Present magazine subscription identified as 
making a loss, not having increased for some 
time, in spite of increased postal charges, so 
increased to $40 pa.
 Full membership fee set at $155 + $40 
magazine subscription + regional fee effec-
tive 1 May.
Others fees set pro rata ~4% increase.
 Auditor’s Appointment – Implementation of 
2007 AGM guidelines 
 MSI Ragg Weir has been appointed as GFA 
auditor for the 2007/08 FY. (Since ratified by 
GFA Board). 
 The GFA Board Project list – is to be funded 
from GFA Reserves. 

Sporting Issues
 World Gliding Championship bid – Nar-
romine confirmed as the selected site for the 
2012 Flapped World Gliding Championship 
bid.
 Juniors’ Sponsorship – The GFA Member-
ship is to fund Juniors’ entry fee to club and 
multi-class nationals to the limit of $2000 
each year.
 The GFA Coaching Director to visit each 
State in the next year to facilitate develop-
ment of coaching standards.

Airworthiness Issues
 Engine oil information to be available  
as an URL on the GFA website.
 Importation standards – An article to  
be prepared on importation standards for 
gliders and trailers for the magazine and 
website.
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Glider Shipping
MOVE YOUR GLIDER AROUND THE WORLD WITH

INTERNATIONAL MOVING AND RELOCATION

We specialise in glider shipping to and from Germany. 

Contact HL VAN TRANSPORT  

for your competitive quote today.

HL VAN TRANSPORT GMBH

SULINGER STR. 6

27211 BASSUM

GERMANY

PH : + 49 4241 9328 - 0

Fax : + 49 4241 9328 - 20

Email : info@hlvan.de

Web : www.hlvan.de 

Weather Station

Wind, rain, 
temperature, 
humidity, 
barometer,  
plus more…

Also available:
Windsocks and frames,  
handheld weather meters.

Australian Agent 
for Davis Instruments.

Ask for your 
FREE catalogue.ECOWATCH

Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]

 Succession planning for all staff in GFA – The 
Executive identified this as a high risk area, 
but currently will address recruitment when 
a vacancy occurs or is planned to occur.
 Staff leave relief – The Executive agreed to 
the proposal to ‘backfill’ the STO/Air position 
while the incumbent is on extended leave 
using RTO/As for staff development. The 
CTC to consider the issues of remuneration, 
location and staff development requirements 
when selecting leave relief.
 Automation – of issuing of Form 2s, main-
tenance releases and associated reporting 
airworthiness inspector register by aligning 
with Imis. These issues to be progressed by 
the CTC using contracted work based ideally 
in Victoria.
 Funding purchase of a boroscope – Inter-
est free loan to be made available to State 
Associations to purchase such equipment; 
the Executive decided that in principle such 
equipment should belong to State Associa-
tions. It was noted that developments in 
inexpensive micro security cameras may 
provide an alternative option.

Small Action Groups – Progress Reports
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 SAG 3 – 2008-2009 GFA Business  
Plan Review – Heads of Department  
to prepare cascading actions to the  
adopted business plan to reflect their  
2008-09 budget planning.
 SAG 4 – GFA Office Accommodation  
post June 2008 
 The group reported that leasing negotiations 
for Level 1/34 Somerton Road, Somerton  
VIC 3062 were proceeding with legal  
advisor assistance.
 The meeting was shown photos of the bare 
office and projected floor plans. Fit out  
plans are being prepared. GFA computer 
officer Jerry Wells has offered to help.
 It is anticipated that the move will com-
mence after 1 June 2008 and be completed 
on or before 30 June when our lease expires 
at Essendon.
 Some staff complaints about the move  
were aired.
 HGFA is moving to separate premises 
mid-May. 
 SAG 6 – Manual of Standard Procedures  
Part 1 – Administration – Nothing to report  
– still ongoing and included in current 
review of documentation. Resource request-
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ed to work with CM&DC to prepare  
Development section of MoSP

General Issues
 Royal Australian Navy Gliding Association 
Scholarship
 The President presented a paper outlining 
the objectives and criteria of the scholarship. 
GFA to advertise for a volunteer officer to 
administer the scholarship on behalf of GFA. 
The funds to be held in trust by GFA and the 
interest earned to fund the scholarship each 
year (~$1500 pa available).
 Taylor Glider – State Associations and 
Women Pilots Association to be contacted 
regarding sponsorship of this gliding muse-
um’s project.
 Next Executive meeting – fixed as 14 and  
15 June 2008 at Attwood, Melbourne.  
A busy and full two days of work! 
Keep Looking and Keep it Safe. 

•
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GFA EXECUTIVE OFFICER

John Welsh 
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111

Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
Blog: [www.arach.net.au/~jwelsh/Blog.htm]

Mobile: 041 794 5981 (Next G)
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am an intermediate paraglider pilot. I learnt 
at Manilla and have been flying on and off 
for 10 years. I have about 150 hours, about 
half of that inland. I fly an Advance Epsilon 
4, rated DHV1/2. My record cross-country 
before the State of Origin was about 40km. 
I have to admit after a few hours of flying I 
struggle to keep focused and just bomb out, 
so I can hang with my family. I pretty much 
follow main roads because I can’t think of 
anything worse than walking for hours with 
my gear in the middle of nowhere. I’m not 
nearly as hard core as most of the guys who 
read this magazine, but hey, who is?

The start day of the comp I arrived at 
registration in town and met up with Hay-
den, a flying buddy from the Central Coast. 
After all the weather reports, comp rules and 
other important stuff were over, we were told 
to get into teams of five. These teams had 
to have at least one advanced and one novice 
pilot in them and had to be made up of  
fellow State members. 

Hayden and I joined a few other team-
less guys in the corner and we decided to 
form a team called the Rejects. We had Hay-
den as advanced, me an intermediate and 
Hans, Tony and John as novices.

Afterwards we jumped in the cars and 
headed up the mountain. The weather was 
looking good early, but was expected to over-
develop during the day. Because of the OD 
issue, a crosswind task was set that would 
head south/east-ish to hopefully keep every-
one out of trouble.

Launch opened and we started lobbing 
off the west side. I went early –  I can’t stand 
waiting around and Basher rides were free for 
the comp so, “Why not have a go?” I thought.

The front of launch filled up pretty 
fast, but luckily there were enough thermals 
coming though to spread us out a bit. I had 
already decided that if I got up, I would just 
hang around the hill, then boat around until 
I was over Godfrey’s place, and land when I 
had had enough. I got a decent thermal out 
front and followed it back over launch, but 
couldn’t stay with it, so I went back out in 
front. Got a few more bubbles on the way 
to the bomb-out, then bumbled into a great 
climb that got me up to cloudbase. Hayden 
radioed that he was on the way to Manilla 
and that I should join him, so I tracked 
over Borah and headed towards Godfrey’s. I 
topped up on the way there, and with plenty 
of height decided I might as well get to the 
road and hitch to Manilla. 

After crossing the road to Barraba I still 
had heaps of height (thanks to a few good 
climbs). Conditions were pretty tough, with 
each thermal drifting me north when I was 
trying to go south/east (ish).

At this point I thought landing was a 
good idea, as I was unsure of the road situ-
ation over the other side of the hills, and I 
was getting tired and lazy. Just then my wife’s 
voice popped up into my head from a few 
days before, “You drive a long way to get to 
Manilla, I expect you to fly as far as you can. 
I’d be angry if you just bombed out cause you 
were too lazy to keep going!” Before I could 
argue, Hayden radioed in that he’d bombed 
out and would come and retrieve me.

Cool. I crossed the range and kept going. 
I saw a main road heading east and flew 
towards it. While I was heading that way,  
a few other paragliders overtook me, a sail-
plane flew by, about 500m away, and an 

eagle tried to take me out. I tried different 
noises to scare him away (squealing like a 
girl and barking like a dog), but that didn’t 
work, so I used the old flapping the brake-
lines trick which sent him on his way.

Finally, I was getting close to the road, 
but a huge cloud was also zeroing in on me. 
I had read about the cloud suck dudes at 
the Worlds and I didn’t want to be next, so 
I hit Big Ears and speedbar and got down 
safe and sound. GPS said 23km – not very 
far for two and a half hours flying, but far 
enough, because surprisingly, I won the day! 
The Rejects were pretty happy as the novice 
scores added in and we were up near the top! 
Not bad for a bunch of rejects.

Day two and the weather was on for 
the east launch with possible OD and a 
north-westerly drift in it. We all went up 
the mountain, briefed, then set up ready for 
launch to open. A few guys took off, and I 
followed quickly as usual. I headed along the 
east side until I was near the north launch, 
and then headed out towards the paddock. 
As usual, I didn’t really have a plan other 
than get high or bomb out trying. About 
300m out from the hill I bumped into a 
really light thermal. I don’t think it was really 
formed at this stage, but it was enough to 
keep me interested. I really didn’t want to go 
down, so I hung around in the zeros. Heaps 
of weighshift, smooth turns, use the force 
– finally it started building and I was above 
hill height. I stayed with it until cloudbase 
and decided to head up the range towards 
Barraba. Usually I would head on a bit of a 
course towards the road in case I bombed 
out, but the lift seemed solid enough, so I 
kept on up the ridge. Near the end of the 

Photo: Hayden Leeke

My Experience In The 2008 State Of Origin 
Brett Martin

THE FOLLOWING IS A BRIEF ARTICLE OF HOW I SOMEHOW FLUKED A WIN AT THE MANILLA STATE  

OF ORIGIN.  I WRITE A LITTLE WORSE THAN I FLY SO I’LL TRY AND KEEP IT SHORT.

I
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ridge I thought I saw Godfrey below me. 
He was really low, but somehow kept going. 
‘I’ve gotta beat him,’ I thought. I was willing 
him to bomb out, but he just kept going. 
I was at base and he was dodging trees for 
at least 25 minutes. Finally he landed just 
short of Barraba (I found out later that it 
was actually Bob and he was cursing me all 
the way down). I started going down until 
on approach at tree height I snagged another 
ride straight up to base. I got past Barraba 
and kept on heading north until the clouds 
started looking like the ones in ‘The Never-
Ending Story’ (‘scary’, in case you haven’t 
seen it), so I came down. GPS said 45km. 
Not enough to win again, but not bad.

Day three and the east side was on again. 
The drift was heading WNW and the fore-
cast was for possible strong wind later in the 
day. Because of this strong wind possibility 
I launched pretty much first, in case it got 
worse later on. There was nothing out there. 
I scratched around looking for something 
on the way to the bomb-out, but was get-
ting too low. I was starting to realise I would 
have to land in the short bomb-out when I 
hooked a slow broken climb. Standard Brett 
tactics again: Heaps of weightshift, smooth 
turns – you won’t escape me this time ther-
mal! I kept in it, drifting back over the hill, 
heading sort of west. No one else was getting 
up and Hayden said he couldn’t get though 
the inversion.

I was having trouble working out which 
way the drift was going and I had no one to 
follow, so I decided it would be nice to fly 
to Lake Keepit and go for a swim. I headed 
SW via a little thermal-looking cu. When 
I got near the cu I had heaps of chaff and 
grass being sucked up into it. ‘Should I go in 
there? I might as well check it out, if its too 

bad I’ll leave it.’ I went in and went up. For 
the next 20km or so I meandered around 
the sky from cu to cu not really knowing 
which way to go. I roughly could see a big-
gish road to the north that I kept nearby. 
I started to see Gunnedah to the SW so I 
thought I might head that way. I also saw 
another town to the west that I seemed to be 
drifting towards. To the west I went. Staying 
up was easy. I could just jump from cloud to 
cloud all the way topping up the height as I 
went. I was getting really cold by this stage. 
I have this theory that if you wear warm 
clothes and gloves, you will bomb out, but if 
you go in a T-shirt and no gloves you will go 
really high and far. I haven’t disproved this 
theory yet.

I dropped ballast with an aero-pee about 
35km out (hoping that I didn’t bomb out 
near an angry wet farmer) and kept heading 
towards the town. When I got close to the 
town I couldn’t see any more towns further 
west so I decided to call it a day. I hadn’t 

seen any other gliders, so I presumed I had 
somehow kicked all their asses.

I bombed out near town. GPS said 
54km and the sign in town told me I was in 
Boggabri.

As I was hitching back I heard some 
gliders talking. They passed me and went on 
a more northerly route towards Narrabri. I 
should have kept going!

At the closing ceremony Hayden asked if 
I thought I got a place. I said I didn’t think 
so, but it would be nice. The winner was 
called and it was me. No way! I]ve never 
won anything. How cool is that? Go NSW 
and go the Rejects! I have to say that I would 
have been just as happy to beat Hayden and 
Lloyd, which I did, so the win was a bonus!

It goes without saying, I had a blast  
at the comp and I totally recommend it to 
anyone. Thanks to the organisers, sponsors 
and all the advanced pilots that shared their 
time and knowledge. What a great comp!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Letter to the Editor
Could This Be My Last Letter?
I have a feeling that our sport is teetering 

over a precipice (normally not a bad position  
for pilots such as us), but we’re not clipped in! 
This funding debacle has continued to great 
angst amongst pilots in South Australia.

In my mind, the HGFA Board has really got 
to decide what it wants to take responsibility 
for and what it has the capacity to actually do, 
given funds available and staff. Sure, the Board 
can make policy decisions, but with one General 
Manager and some office staff, it is not pos-
sible to achieve much at all with a membership 
spread all over Australia (let alone a hostile 
membership).

My personal opinion is that much has been 
achieved by members in the past to lay down a 

solid foundation for our collective sports and we 
have been able to maintain them now with a 
minimum of effort – not a bad achievement real-
ly. Sure we may not be bending over backwards 
to get new members into the sport, but really, 
anyone who really wants to fly will succeed. If 
that means the HGFA Board needs to consider 
its philosophy is non-expansionary, well, that’s 
fine by me. 

I would like to see the sport maintained for 
those existing members who have put the years 
in and not consume vast amounts of members’ 
money on trying to hold on to pilots whose 
needs do not parallel ours. If Picolight or trike 
pilots think they are getting a raw deal with 
HGFA, then there are alternative organisations 
for them to join or they can start their own. Sure, 

we get less funds in membership fees, but maybe 
our costs and responsibilities will reduce. 

I understand there may be a critical mass of 
membership, as far as staff and insurance costs 
go, but I’m sure we’ll manage, just like we did  
30 years ago.

I believe the current funding arrangements 
need to remain in place (perhaps with some 
minor tweaking) and here in South Australia  
we use it for the needs of our pilots on the  
hill. National CASA liaison, insurance, ratings,  
Soaring Australia, and National comps can  
be handled at the national level.

All the basic items we need to fly are 
 in place. Let’s get back to basics.

Rob Woodward (Woody)

My Experience In The 2008 State Of Origin 
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• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •HGFA General Manager’s Report
Some of you knew Brian Braby, a hang 

glider pilot who lost his life when flying 
from the Canungra launch on 12 October 

2007. Today his wife, July, would like to say some 
words to those who have supported her and 
their family following this tragedy:

I would like to take the opportunity to 
acknowledge the support, consideration and 
generosity the children (Kathleen, Sophie and 
Matthew) and I, have received from the flying 
community. The Canungra, Manilla and Northern 
Rivers HG and PG clubs, as well as individuals, 
have been very thoughtful and generous by way 
of donations and organising raffles with proceeds 
coming to us. Airborne generously repaired Brian’s 
hang glider at no cost to me and individuals 
transported the glider so that could occur. For this 
I am most grateful. Some of Brian’s close flying 
friends have been, and continue to be, especially 
helpful and supportive during this difficult time. 
The list goes on really, and I am sure to have 
missed mentioning someone, but hope no offence 
is taken. Brian loved his flying and would be very 
appreciative that his fellow flying companions 
are looking after his family. Thank you, for your 
assistance and I will sign off with Brian’s catch 
phrase: “Fly High, Fly Far!”

Julie Braby

HGFA Dedicated Radio Channel
The HGFA has secured a dedicated Australia-wide 
radio channel which can be programmed into 
UHF radios with a programmable function. The 
frequency will provide normal line-of-sight trans-
mission/reception, but now you can use the same 
frequency for any location in Australia. Pilots fly-
ing and talking on this frequency will no longer 
compete with the interference of other transmit-
ters. The licence was provided by the Australian 
Communications and Media Authority (ACMA), 
who has provided the following details of the 
frequency information:
Frequency:  Tx/Rx 472.125 MHz
Bandwidth:  25Hz
Power:   5 Watts
Signalling:  CTCSS Tx:Rx 192.8Hz

There is a caveat that his licence comes 
with and all members using this frequency must 
acknowledge and abide by this. “No interference 
shall be caused to any radio communications  
station or service and no protection from  
interference by such stations or services shall  
be afforded.”

For those who have programmable radios, 
you will need to either program in the frequency 
yourselves or take your radio to a member or 
service provider who can do it for you. 

Gemcom of Newcastle have provided a 
quote for this service at $40. Gencom has also 
provided a quote for pilots who wish to purchase 
ICOM 41s radios for use on this frequency, deliv-
ered fully programmed. A special price can be 
arranged for these radios if we receive interest  

of more than 40 pilots wanting to purchase 
radios. If you wish to make use of this service, 
please send me an email <general.manager@
hgfa.asn.au> and I will list the pilots who wish 
to purchase under this special offer. 

There are a number of HGFA schools around 
the country who deal in radios and they may  
also be able to program in the radio channel. 

The licence for this channel is provided on  
a 12-month basis, with the HGFA reviewing the 
use and functionality of the service prior to fur-
ther extension of the licence. If you do make use 
of this frequency, or if you need further informa-
tion on this new service to members, please send 
comments or queries to the General Manager. 

Gencom can be contacted on 02 43247844, 
ask for Jeff Norris. We encourage all HGFA pilots 
to make use of this channel.

Aggressions 
Aggression is defined as an intentional physically 
or psychologically harmful behaviour which is 
directed at another person with intent to inflict 
(physical or psychological) harm or emerge  
superior to that person.  

Flying is a passionate sport. Our type of  
flying is essentially an individualist activity.  
We do not necessarily need to rely on others  
to get into the air, with the exception of towing. 
The sport generally attracts people who have a 
strong personality and a strong desire to chal-
lenge their personal skills. These attributes are 
essential qualities if a pilot in our sport is to 
achieve high goals. 

However, the strong individualist personality 
also has a downside. It can be eruptive, anti-
social and scathing toward other persons. When 
individuals feel themselves to be more physically 
empowered than those who they are directing 
their aggression toward, or are feeling threat-
ened by someone who challenges their personal-
ity, violence may ensue. If there is distance or 
a perceived lack of physical prowess, then the 
aggression is released verbally and in today’s 
technological age this includes written forms 
such as emails. 

Aggression is a negative personality trait.  
It has no positive outcome for either the 
aggressor or the receiver of the aggression. The 
aggressor may initially feel to have succeeded in 
getting their way or having their say, but their 
acts seldom achieve their real goals, and socially 
their actions are seen for what they really are, 
malicious and sometimes violent. 

To achieve ones ultimate goals there is  
a need to be assertive. Assertiveness is distinct 
from aggression in that it is non-hostile, non-
coercive and based on reasonable actions deliv-
ered in a reasonable manner. Essentially  
we all participate in this sport for fun and  
leisure. Even our competitions have the under-
lying sanction as promoting the sport, friendship 
and social involvement of participants. Aggres-

sion, and violent acts in particular, are not toler-
able actions within this arena. 

Members must always respect other pilots 
and officials, whether paid or otherwise, who 
provide their time for the overall benefit of the 
sport and ultimately for your enjoyment. 

Of late there have been a few occasions 
where members have taken to be physically  
and verbally abusive towards other members. 
Violence against a person is an offence by law. 
The sporting arena is not exempt from law. The 
HGFA will support any report from members 
who have been maliciously offended by another 
member. The process of handling such reports is 
documented under Part 5 of the Constitution. 

Overseas Finance Transactions
The HGFA has been approached by a broker to 
AFEX (Associated Foreign Exchange Inc.), who 
is offering our membership competitive rates on 
foreign exchange transactions. The service would 
potentially benefit anyone who buys in from 
overseas or pays for items in foreign currency. 

Office Move Reminder
As of 24 May the HGFA office will have been 
operating from the new address in Melbourne. 
The new mail and contact detail of the HGFA 
National Office are:
3a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park, Victoria 3041.
Ph: 03 93367155, Fax: 03 9336 7177
Email: <office@hgfa.asn.au>

New Instructors
The HGFA welcomes the following to the instruc-
tor pool, able to operate at the training facilities 
of their named CFI:
Maderson Ford – NSW: Flight Experience Instructor 
under Lee Scott, CFI
Daniel Keech – NSW: Apprentice and Flight 
Experience Instructor under Godfrey Wenness, CFI

Accidents and Incidents
A number of accidents occurred over the last 
couple of months, presumably due to the more 
favourable flying conditions which were lacking 
for most of the summer. However, it does appear 
that pilots, having been grounded for some time 
by the weather, take to the sky with less atten-
tion or caution than they perhaps should. Like 
everything, people get rusty when not consist-
ently practicing a skill. Decisionmaking becomes 
flawed in the same way. It’s not as sharp and is 
often overwhelmed by the desire to just get into 
the air. 

If you haven’t been flying for some time, 
prior to your next flight, take a moment to con-
sider this and possibly re-think your flight plans 
– perhaps with the consideration of just making 
a few simple launches and landings or a series  
of practice runs, before getting into any 
advanced-type of flying. 
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• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

The following accidents/incidents demon-
strate the worth of fellow pilot’s First Aid skills 
and rescue skills. If your club is not hosting a 
First Aid course this winter, then perhaps the fol-
lowing will convince you to approach the club to 
get one happening.
Pilot:   Advanced
Experience:   600+ hrs
Aircraft type:  HG Airborne C4
Pilot injury:   Unconscious, facial abrasions,  

fracture to left shoulder 
Aircraft damage: Keel, both uprights and basebar
Location:   Inland
Conditions:  5-8kt with light turbulence
Description:
Ground towing operation from an ATOL platform 
launch pay-out system. After pre-flight checks, 
glider and pilot engaged with tow vehicle and 
transported to designated check-point before 
beginning tow. 

At take-off speed (28km/h), it appeared that 
the pilot self-released. The glider’s nose wire rig-
ging detached from the glider at the nose plates. 
Realising something was wrong, the observer 
attempted to abort the tow by calling “Stop, 
Stop, Stop.” 

The glider rose approximately 15m before 
the pilot actually released the tow line. The glider 
flew for a short time then stalled approximately 
eight metres above ground and entered a steep 
dive into the dirt tow strip.
Comment: 
The system requires that the tow line be 
attached to the nose of the glider, usually by way 
of a chord around the nose wire hook. It is pos-
sible that the nose loop ring was not correctly 
installed before engaging the tow. Alternatively 
it is possible that the nose wire ring cleat disen-
gaged during the transit to the launch area and 
was undetected prior to undertaking the actual 
tow. The prompt action of the observer and the 
driver assisted greatly toward minimising the 
severity of this accident. 

The accident occurred in an area some dis-
tance away from emergency services. The nature 
of the pilot’s injuries was immediately life-threat-
ening. The First Aid provided to the pilot by those 
present prior to medical services arrival greatly 
enhanced the pilot’s survival. 

Pilot:      Advanced
Experience:      700+ hours; 20 hours last  

90 days
Aircraft type:   PG 
Pilot injury:     Nil but could have been fatal. 
Aircraft damage:  Nil
Location:    Inland
Conditions:    12kt winds, moderate 

turbulences
Description: 
Pilot had geared up, fitting harness and clipping 
into wing without haste in the shade and walked 
onto launch where two attempts at reverse 

inflation were made. Both 
times the glider came up 
cross and the inflations 
were aborted. 

Pilot remained in har-
ness and gathered glider 
and walked to the side of 
the launch, allowing other 
pilots to attempt launch. 
Two other pilots managed 
to take off in marginal 
conditions. The pilot then re-
approached the launch and 
made another attempt to 
reverse launch. This time the 
glider came up straight and 
under control. Pilot turned 
forward to launch, took one 
step forward and felt har-
ness start to slide upward 
due to leg loops not being 
secured. Pilot immediately 
realised this and aborted 
launch by stopping forward 
motion. The pilot had not 
become airborne. 
Comment: 
The pilot had recently 
acquired a new pod har-
ness. The pilot had donned 
the shoulder straps, but missed clipping in the 
leg loops, instead focusing on how the instru-
ment flight deck would attach to the harness. In 
these harnesses the flight deck, once attached, 
obscures the leg strap connecting clips. 

The pilot had secured the pod flaps and 
instrument deck without clipping the leg loops 
which were obscured by the secured flaps. The 
final check of all chest and leg clips was not 
conducted, yet the appearance of the harness 
on the pilot was that the harness was secure. 
This absence of a systematic pre-flight check 
and failure to re-check the chest and leg straps 
could have resulted in a fatal accident. This has 
occurred several times with these harnesses. If 
you purchase a new harness it is recommended 
that you rehearse putting it on at home several 
times prior to flying in it. In this manner you will 
develop a new sequence of checks that hopefully 
will be second nature by the time you fly the har-
ness for the first time.

Pilot:   Advanced
Experience:  2000+ hrs; 50 hrs last 90 days
Aircraft type:  HG Icaro 2000
Pilot injury:   Dislocated shoulder, possible 

minor fracture to humerus 
Aircraft damage: Broken upright and basebar
Location:   Inland
Conditions:   12km/h light turbulence
Description:  
Pilot attempted landing after long cross-country 
flight. While entering final glide and preparing 

to flare, the pilot encountered a wind gust which 
raised the glider suddenly and stalled the wing 
approximately three metres from the ground. 

The glider landed hard onto the basebar, 
absorbing some of the impact through the 
frame by breaking the basebar and upright. The 
pilot took the remainder of the impact on the 
shoulder. 

The landing was some way from local servic-
es, but other pilots who had landed nearby came 
to assist, applying First Aid which stabilised the 
shoulder and gave the pilot some comfort before 
medical services could arrive.
Comment: 
Outlanding is a common occurrence with cross-
country flying. Landing hard is also fairly com-
mon. The pilot in this case was just unlucky with 
the wind gust. 

With any kind of injury sustained through 
our flying activities, it’s always a great support 
if other pilots know what to do to manage the 
situation. Knowledge and currency in First Aid are 
vital resources which all pilots can offer to oth-
ers. If your First Aid certification is not current or 
if you do not have First Aid training at all, please 
approach your club to get a course organised.

Safe flying. 

Looking for a Quality Certified Helmet?  
The Charly range of German engineered quality certified helmets are available  

from Moyes. Charly is the marketleader in a range of aviation helmets.  
With more than 60,000 helmets sold world wide, Charly have a reputation of 

developing helmets of the highest quality for pilots of all levels!

Contact Moyes for more info or to order your Charly aviation helmet today!
*All recommended retail prices are starting prices only and include GST.

Insider

No Limit Jet Air Control

No Limit

FROM $300*

FROM $400* FROM $150*

FROM $400*

HGFA GENERAL MANAGER

Chris Fogg
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508

Ph/fax: 02 4294 9300, mob: 0417 766356
Email <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>
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G FA
Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,  
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/o Treasurer, 73 Sewell Rd, Tanah Merah 
QLD 4128, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821, 02 
68892733, 02 68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421, 
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,  
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,  
08 93282511, 08 94449505.

NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)

327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
PO Box 1643, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
02 65831488, 0427 259990.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,  
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,  
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250, 
02 43844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
PO Box 352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640,  
02 63742444.
Goulburn Gliding Group
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,  
02 62973504.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,  
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Harden Gliding Club
3/17 Mugglestone Pl, Bruce ACT 2617,  
02 62018230, 0411 107694.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,  
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
PO Box 5152, South Tamworth NSW 2340, 
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 68892733.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 68892733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,  
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie 
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.
Scout Association NSW Gliding
80 Malvern St, Panania NSW 2213,  
02 97096009. 

Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 6889 1856.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,  
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).
Sydney Gliding Inc
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

Queensland Soaring Association (QSA)
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,  
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,  
07 54867247.
Boonah Gliding Centre Inc
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310, 07 5463 
2630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Soaring Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,  
07 41579558.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, 
Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 0414 558794,  
02 66844244.
Byron Bay Gliding PL
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, 
Tyagarah, NSW 2481, 02 66847572.
Byron Gliding Club Inc
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,  
02 66847627.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,  
0418 713903.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,  
07 49371381.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350,  
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,  
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
19 Craigslea Dr, Caboolture QLD 4510,  
07 5499 4805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick Qld 4370, 07 38348311.
Summerland Gliding Club
3 Alston Ave, Alstonville NSW 2477,  
02 66286691, 0404 007229.

SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Inc.
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of 
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.

Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,  
08 83805137, 0429 805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 871,  
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356, 
08 85640240.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268, 08 87521321.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,  
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,  
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 821,  
08 89412512.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 2175, Port Augusta SA 5700,  
08 86436628, 0401 990823.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,  
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club Inc.
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA 
5097, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 83916672.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,  
08 86452619, 0413 127825.

Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
66 Waterdale Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079,  
03 94972048.
Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54439169.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/o 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,  
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum  
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340, 
0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, 03 57621058.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710, 
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,  
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
RMB 6640, Longwood VIC 3665,  
03 57985512, 0413 307177.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,  
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc.
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,  
03 58283169, 0407 855533.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,  
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Sportaviation Pty Ltd
PO Box 44, Tocumwal NSW 2714, 
03 90169144, 0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,  
03 50257335, 0409 016614.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.

Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/o Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne VIC 3001,  
0402 281928.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga Wagga 
NSW 2650, 0427 205624, 0428 205624.

WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce WA 6084, 
08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,  
08 96460320, 0407 385361.
Gliding Club of WA
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,  
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekend).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,  
08 98811795, 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
PO Box 2314, Bunbury WA 6230,  
08 98429104, 0418 935461.

H G FA
All correspondence, including changes  
of address, membership renewals, short 
term memberships, rating forms and 
other administrative matters should 
be sent to:
HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park 3042, 
ph: 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177, 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>.
HGFA General Manager
Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh  
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417 
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and 
other local matters, contact the appropriate 
State associations, region or club.
Board Members 2008 to 2010
Pres: Javier Alvarez <president@hgfa.asn.
au>, 0418 116681, PO Box 341 Ourimbah 
NSW 2258.
Sec: Paul Coffey <Paul.Coffey@hgfa.
asn.au>, 25 Taylor St, Eaton WA 6232, 08 
97251161, 0428 504285.
Don Cramer <Don.Cramer@hgfa.asn.au>, 
3 Coxen St, Dalby QLD 4405, 07 46699100 
(h), 07 46699115 (w), 0409 699115.
V-Pres: Carolyn Dennis <Carolyn.Dennis@
hgfa.asn.au>, 24 Lyndhurt Cr, Box Hill VIC 
3129, 03 98905020 (h), 03 98597272 (w), 
0427 555063.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,  
1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019,  
02 93162019 (h), 02 93164644 (w),  
0428 668889.
Mark Mitsos <Mark.Mitsos@hgfa.asn.
au>, 22 Longview Cr, Stanwell Tops NSW 
2508, 02 42949344 (h) 02 42949065 (w), 
0408 864083.
Brian Webb <Brian.Webb@hgfa.asn.au>, 
PO Box 238, Bright VIC 3741, 03 57551753, 
03 94121791, 0417 530972.
Geoff White <Geoff.White@hgfa.asn.au>
Rick Williams <Richard.Williams@hgfa.
asn.au>, 160 Blackadder Rd, Swanview  
WA 6056, 08 92943962, 0427 057961.
States & Regions
ACTHPA
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 0200; 
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Barry Oliver 
0407 825819, <Barry.Oliver@anu.edu.
au>; Trs: Geoff Robertson 0429 843417, 
<geoffrobertson@grapevine.com.au>;  
Sec: Alistair Dickie 0404 023359, 
<Alnrelly@alistairdickie.com>; Meetings: 
1st Thu/mth 7.30pm Yamba Sports Club.
Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rod Merigan 0439 
967971, <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>; V-Pres: 
Gavin Nichols 0417 690386, <gknichol@

Contact Addresses

G FA  M E M B E R S H I P  F E E S  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9

Membership: Normal  Family
NSW $200 $160 
Victoria $205 $165 
South Australia $204 $164
Queensland $205 $165 
Western Australia $205 $165

Student membership: Full  Family
NSW $122.50 $82.50
Victoria $127.50 $87.50
South Australia $126.50 $86.50 
Queensland $127.50 $87.50 
Western Australia $127.50 $87.50

Short-term membership: 1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC $55 $70
South Australia $64 $79 
Western Australia $65 $80 
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian 
residents, thereafter 12 months membership  
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia 
to be added to membership fees:

Zone  Country Price
 1 New Zealand $50
 2 Singapore $50
 3 Japan, Hong Kong, India $50
 4 USA, Canada, Middle East $74
 5 UK, Europe, South  
 America, South Africa $74
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tpg.com.au>; Sec: Mirek Generowicz 0427 
778280, <mgenerow@optusnet.com.au>; 
Trs: Colin Brown 0407 700378, <cobrown@
bigpond.com>.
NSW HG and PG Association
PO Box 341, Ourimbah NSW 2258, [www.
nswhpa.org]. Pres: Bill Moyes <president@
nswhpa.org>; V-Pres: Javier Alvarez 0418 
116681, <vice-president@nswhpa.org>;  
Sec: Alexander Drew 0423 696677, 
<secretary@nswhpa.org>; Trs: John Selby 
0414 218391, <treasurer@nswhpa.org>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740;  
Pres: Graham Lee; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen  
07 49552913, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra 
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08 
84101391, fax: 08 82117115; Pres: Stuart 
McClure 08 82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure@
csiro.au>; Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816, 
<marknjan@senet.com.au>; Trs: Robert Wood-
ward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward@
ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Boris Marold (Laun- 
ceston HG pilot), 0407 564422, <president@
thpa.net>; Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG 
pilot), 0419 997550, <secretary@thpa.net>. 
Northern TAS info: Richard Long (Burnie PG 
pilot), 0438 593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 953, Williamstown VIC 3016, [www.
vhpa.org.au/]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 0419 324 
730 <President@VHPA.org.au>; Sec: John Two- 
mey; Trs: Lisa Charleston; SSO: Hamish Barker.  
Site weather-boxes: Three Sisters 0409 864 
700, Buckland Ridge 0407 356295, Mt Buffalo 
03 57501515, Ben More 0417 112062.
Clubs

NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson Street, East Geelong VIC 3219
Pres: Jos Weemaes 02 60265658, <jweemaes 
@bordernet.com.au>; Sec: Andrew McCarthy 
0438 062596, <amccart4@tpg.com.au>.

NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Neil Evans 02 
47878027, <dream2@tpq.com.au>; Sec: 
Andrew Paterson, 02 96395461, 0425 305984, 
<apaterso@bhsc.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Allan Bush 
02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.com.au>; News-
letter: Paul Hunt 02 96997720, 0404 851876, 
<huntp@ozemail.com.au>; Comps: Alan Bond 
02 98995351, 0408 470544, <skybond@
primus.com.au>; SOs: Allan Bush, Paul Hunt. 
Meetings: With Club Comp round last Sun/mth 
or contact above committee members.
Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier 
Alvarez 0418 116 681 <javieralvarez@y7mail.
com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545 <jeff@
survivalsolutions.com.au>; Trs: Anthony 
Scurrah 0427 000410 <anthony_scurrah@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Web: Martin Haig 0403 
276227 <mhaig@dataweb.com.au>; SSOs: 
Maderson Ford 0416 002244; Paul Cox 0417 
355897; Tony Barton 0412 607815. Meetings: 
1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, 
Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres: 
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746, 
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter 
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony 
bedwards@optusnet.com.au; V-Pres: Neil 
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>; SSO: 
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/mth 
7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: 
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim 
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: James 
Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>; V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005, 
<andy@ali-oup.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant  
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss. 
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness  
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:  
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,  
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO  
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (Trike): Willi Ewig 
02 6769 7771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597, <lelean@
smartchat.net.au>; SSO: Jason Turner 0419 
997196, <jasonflys@hotmail.com>.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres: 
Matthew Clarke 0419 908283, <penders@
nobbys.net.au>; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02 
49436791; Sec: Simon Plint 0407 613701, 
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica 
Barrett 0425 847207; SSOs: Tony Barton 
(coastal) 0412 607815, Scott Barret 0425 
847208 <inlandsso@nhgc.asn.au>, James 
Thompson (PG) 0418 686199; Newsletter: 
David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@ 
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/mth  
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn  
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres: 
Hugh Zions 0412 246 100 <hzions@optusnet.
com.au>; V-Pres: Douglas Sole <dougsole@
optusnet.com.au>; CEO: Marika Martinez 
<marika_libra@hotmail.com>; Sec: Alexander 
Drew 0423 696 677 <dalexander@med.usyd.
edu.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor <alan@cmphome.
com>; SSO: Glen Salmon 02 99180091 (HG); 
Wayne Fitzgerald (HG/PG) 02 99827094. 
Meetings: 1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Mona Vale 
Bowling Club.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrhgpgc.org]. Pres: Cedar Anderson <cedar@
poliglide.com>, 0429 070380; V-Pres: Jan 
Smith <janandglenn@optusnet.com.au>, 
0410 314673; Sec: Glenn Smith <glenn.
smith@agric.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Sonja Hans 
<sonjahans@gmail.com>, 0428 665265; SSO 
(PG): Lindsay Wootten <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>, 0427 210993; SSO (HG): Peter 
Aitken <proflyte@bigpond.net.au>. Meetings: 
1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres: 
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president@
flystanwell.com>; Sec: Mark Mitsos 0408 
864083, <secretary@flystanwell.com>; Trs: 
Adrian Le Gras 0400 002281, <treasurer@
flystanwell.com>; M/ship: Robert Seckold 
<membership@flystanwell.com>; SSO: Mark 
Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Peter Dower 0413 484471, <peter.
dower@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au>; Trs:  
John Selby 02 93447932, <johnselby@idx.
com.au>; Sec: Susanne Liersch 0403 062625, 
<Susanne.Liersch@AOA.NESTLE.COM>;  
SO: Doug Dole, Bruce Wynne; SSO: Ken 
Stothard. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 7:30pm 
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.

NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Brett Lewis 0418 890033, <freelance@
octa4.net.au>; Vice-Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 
098354, <redcentreparagliding@yahoo.com>.
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge 
soaring and thermal flying.

QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: 
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254, 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bob Hayes, 0418 963796; V-Pres/SSO: 
Brett Collier 0431 151150 <brettcollier@
bigpond.com>; Sec: Lance Keough 07 
40912117, Trs: Nev Akers 07 4053258631.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc.
asn.au]. Pres: Raef Mackay 0408 994104, 
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin 
Nightingale 0428 144499, <vicepresident@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Cameron McNeill 0419 706 
326, <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Sec/Ed: Peter 
Smart 0417 751099, <secretary@chgc.asn.
au>; Gen-Exec: Greg Hollands <gem@chgc.
asn.au>; SSO PG:Phil Hystek 07 55434000(h), 
0418 155317 <sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO HG 
Ken Hill 0418 188655, <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD 
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438 
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: 
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699, 
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team. 
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry  
07 49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-country-
flyers]. Pres: Graham Sutherland 0429 
935882; Sec: Denis Davis 0403 349344; Trs: 
Steve Stocker 0411 226733; SSO (PG/PPG) 
Graham Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG) 
Frank Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Dalby QLD 4405; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/-dhgc]. Pres: Jason ‘Yoda’ Reid 0424 293 
922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>; Trs: Cameron 
McNeil 0419 70326, <cameron.mcneill@
accenture.com>; Sec : Annie Crerar <bruce.
annie@bigpond.com>; SO: Daron “Boof” 
Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew 
Horchner 0427 807516; V-Pres: Matt Cooper 
0414 318144; PR/Site contact: Wendy 
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; 
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey 
Cole 0408 420808, 07 54554661 (h); Sec/
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille, 0418 754157, 
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com.au>; Trs:  
Gary Allan 0417 756878; SSO: David Cook-
man (HG) 07 54498573; Jonathan Allen,  
0438 107518.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PG/HG Club Inc, 190 
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter 
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@
bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427 
805960 <richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy 
Litzow 0448 456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.
com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h), 
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>; 
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:  
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)

VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale 
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der 
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/mth, 
venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 216, Richmond 3121; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/~melbourne/], <melbourne@hgfa.asn.au>. 
Pres: Rob Wenban 0408 179940, 
<robwenban@connexus.net.au>; Sec: Mike 
Maciejowski 0414 753096, <mike@tridigm.
com.au>; Trs: Greg Stroot 0402 473113, 
<greg.stroot@ozonline.com.au>; Committee: 
Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730, <hanggliding@
netspace.net.au>; Peter Davies 0400 883155 
<pd33725@hotmail.com>. Meetings: 3rd 
Wed/month 6:30pm at Station 59, 59 Church 
St, Richmond.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@
nevhgc.net>; Sec: William Brooks 0409 

411791, <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Tony 
Kenney 0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669, 
<membership@nevhgc.net>; SSO/Comps: 
Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972; 
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Rob Parker  
0412 126517, <president@skyhighparagliding. 
org>; V-Pres: Martin Halford <vp@skyhigh 
paragliding.org>; Trs: Peter Allen <tres@skyhigh 
paragliding.org>; Sec: Julie Sheard <sec@sky 
highparagliding.org>; Web: Ron Campbell <wm 
@skyhighparagliding.org>; Nov Rep: Steve 
Poole <nov@skyhighparagliding.org>; SC Chair: 
Carolyn Dennis <safety@skyhighparagliding.
org>; APN: Rob Parker <ed@skyhighparagliding.
org>. Meetings: 1st Wed/mth 8pm Retreat Hotel, 
226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres: 
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h), < mark079@
optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Mark Howard 03 
9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka 03 94866996 
(h), 0409 866996. Newsletter: Carl Dillon 
<carldillon@optusnet.com.au>. Meetings: 
2nd Tue/mth 8pm Manning-ham Club, 1 
Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730, 
<President@WVHGC>; Trs: Richard Carstairs; 
Sec: Will Faulkner; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp; 
Site Development: Steve Norman and Andy 
Stevens; Web: Damien Georgiou; Newsletter: 
Steve Norman. Meetings: First Wed/month  
at Richard’s place, Glenroy.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;  
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:  
08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
147 Bruns Dr, Darling Downs 6122. Pres: 
Rob Holmes <president@cloudbase.asn.au>, 
0428 244829; Trs: Colin Brown <treasurer@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0407 700378; Sec: John 
Carman <secretary@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0419 
361808; Committee: <committee@cloudbase.
asn.au>, Joe Bosworth 0412 939290, Aaron 
Massey 0407 479173, Rod Merigan 0439 
967971, Mark Wild 0411 423923; SOs: John 
Carman, Nigel Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. 
Meetings: Last Wed/mth, 7:30pm, Osborne 
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
9 Broadarrow Rd, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres/ 
SSO: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.net.au>,  
08 90215771; Trs/SO: Richard Breyley <richard. 
breyley@kbrl.com.au>, 0417 986896; Sec: 
Peter Cepuritis <CepuritP@kalg.curtin.edu.
au>, 0417 924711. SSO: Mark Stokoe <Mark.
Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au>, 0414 932461.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams 
0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412 
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, 
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman 
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during 
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith 
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428 
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers 
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt 
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Sun Nickerson 
0401 135042, <sun.nickerson@iinet.net.au>; 
V-Pres: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, <gavin.
nicholls@defence.gov.au>; Sec/Trs: Mirek 
Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; Equipment: Shaun Wallace 
0411 885178, <shaun@hangglide.com.au>; 
SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls & Rick 
Williams. Meetings: 2nd Tue/month with 
Cloudbase PG club. Times and dates will be 
published at [www.westernsoarers.com].

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive 
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of 
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm 
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that 
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive 
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be 
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation 
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held, 
the appointment will be taken as having expired.  General Manager, HGFA
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AFEX are a large global payments specialist, who provide a cost effective alternative to the traditional bank 
or broker. In essence AFEX offers clients better exchange rates and efficient transfers, combined with a 
proactive and resourceful service, saving clients a great deal of time and money.

Associated Foreign Exchange, Inc. (AFEX) has been a global market leader in foreign exchange savings since 
1979. Our office here in Sydney is the newest office in the corporation and is already proving a success by 
providing our clients with the winning formula that has been tried and tested across the globe. Our goal is  
to make your foreign exchange transactions as simple as possible, while minimising your costs.

As your broker I would obtain your exchange rates from cross section of market makers and not just 
from one financial institution, this gives us a rate that is much closer to interbank than most if not all our 
competitors, also our global presence in the market enables us to monitor the rates for you over night 
making sure we get the best rate possible. 

C O M P E T I T I V E  R AT E S
 AFEX is able to offer the best rates available on both the spot and forward markets, in all foreign 
currencies;

 AFEX maintains over forty foreign bank accounts. We have an established presence in the countries where 
your companies’ funds are being sent;

 Our experienced market traders and foreign exchange advisors will take the time to understand your 
business and your currency requirements and will watch for the best market rates available;

E F F I C I E N T  A N D  S I M P L E  T R A N S A C T I O N  P R O C E S S I N G
AFEX gives you the option to arrange transactions via telephone, fax, online or email;

AFEX accepts payments by wire transfer, Direct Debit (overnight) or mailed company cheque;

A confirmation of each transaction is faxed or emailed to you within five minutes of execution;

AFEX can mail any foreign denominated drafts to you or directly to your foreign vendor the same.

P R O - A C T I V I T Y
We offer forward contracts with no deposit required and a flexible window of access;

We offer 24 hour market tracking in order to assist our clients in achieving targeted rate;

 AFEX provides email notifications of due dates for all forward contracts assisting our clients  
in risk management.

AFEX operates under Australian Financial Services License Number 3052456 (Check the ASIC website 
[www.search.asic.gov.au/fsr/flb.html] and enter Number 3052456 in the Licence Number field)

David Grant – Sales Desk Manager (Sydney), Phone: 02 9004 7169
AFEX-Associated Forign Exchange Pty Ltd 
ABN 43 114 423 782 Licence No. 305246
Citigroup Centre, 2 PaArk Street, 39th Floor, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia
Phone: 02 9004 7164, Fax: 02 9004 7509, URL: [www.afex.com]
Personal Service/Global Solutions
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A U S T R A L I A 
NSW Gliding Association AGM
19 July 2008

Camden Civic Centre (opposite Woolworths) on 19 
July commencing 12.00 noon. All members welcome.

Canberra Gliding Club Inc. 
2008 Wave Camp

20 to 28 September 2008
Bunyan, NSW. Contact Stuart Ferguson (Club 
Captain) on 0419 797508 or <sdf01@bigpond.
com> for more details and camp registrations.

2008 Queensland State Comp
27 September to 4 October 2008

Warwick – Massie Aerodrome Saturday, 27 
September (practice day) to Saturday, 4 October.  
Fully ballasted classes include standard, 15m 18m 
and open and un-ballasted Club Class. Friendly  
people and great Southern Downs soaring conditions 
– no airspace hassles! Visit the website at [www. 
sdasc.org.au] for entry forms and information.

28th Australian Club  
Class Nationals

5 to 17 October 2008
Kingaroy airfield, situated in the picturesque and 
diverse South Burnett region of SE Queensland. 
Hosted by the Kingaroy Soaring Club [www.
kingaroygliding.com]. Practise days: 5 and 6 October. 
Limited to 60 gliders. Entry fee: $325 includes GST 
and ITOC levy. Contact: Lorraine Kauffmann 07 
54427448 or <lkauffma@bigpond.net.au>.

Alice Springs GC Regatta
11 to 18 October, 2008

Run in conjunction with the Alice Springs’ Masters’ 
Games. Come and enjoy outback cross-country 
flying from the Bond Springs Airfield with some of 
the best thermals found in Australia. Several classes. 
Contact Allan Weeks, email <allanpatweeks@virtual. 
net.au>. For information on accommodation 
and general activities for the games [www.
alicespringsmasters.com.au].

Canungra Cup 2008
11 to 18 October 2008

Canungra, Qld. AAA, Matthew Rosser (Organiser), 
Linda Hipper (Director).

Canungra Classic
24 October to 1 November 2008

23 October Registration/Practice and BBQ. More 
details to follow. Organisers Dave Staver and  
Jon Durand.

Narromine Cup Week
23 to 29 November 2008

The fun week of soaring at Narromine. 
Contact: Arnie Hartley 02 68892733 or <www.
narromineglidingclub.com.au>.

Australian Qualifying  
Grand Prix

30 November to 6 December 2008
Narromine. 18m Class – Entry limited to 20  
aircraft of which five must be international  
entries. Contact: Beryl Hartley 02 68892733  
or <www.narromineglidingclub.com.au>.

O V E R S E A S
30th FAI World Champi-
onships for Standard,  

Club and World Class
6 to 20 July 2008
Rieti, Italy. 

30th FAI World Champi-
onships for 15m, 18m and  

Open Class
2 to 16 August 2008
Lüsse, Berlin, Germany.

16th FAI European Hang 
Gliding Championship

7 to 21 June 2008
Greifenburg, Austria.First Category Event, 
Continental Championship. [www.drachenflieger.at].

2008 Chabre Hang Gliding 
Pre-Worlds

24 June to 5 July 2008
Montagne de Chabre, Laragne-Ribiers, France. 
Second Category Event. [www.chabre2009.com].

10th FAI European 
Paragliding Championship

30 June to 12 July 2008
Nis, Serbia. First Category Event, Continental 
Championship. [www.eupgserbia2008.com].

11th FAI Women’s World 
Hang Gliding Championship

19 July to 2 August 2008
Sigillo, Italy. First Category Event, World 
Championship. [www.cucco08.org/].

4th FAI World Hang Gliding 
Class 5 Championship

19 July to 2 August 2008
Sigillo, Italy. First Category Event, World 
Championship. [www.cucco08.org/].

11th FAI World Paragliding 
Championship

23 January to 7 February 2009
El Penon, Valle de Bravo, Mexico. First Category 
Event, World Championship. Contact: Oscar  
Sanchez C. <oscar@alas.com.mx>.

World Air Games 2009
7 to 13 June 2009

Torino, Italy. First Category Event.  
[www.worldairgames.org].

17th FAI World Hang Gliding 
Class 1 Championship

20 June to 4 July 2009
Montagne de Chabre, Laragne-Ribiers, France.  
First Category Event, World Championship.  
[www.chabre2009.com/].

Other international events can be found  
at [http://events.fai.org/]. 

[Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above 
events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring 
distance), nominal distance (minimum task length), 
nominal time (minimum expected winners time),  
and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal).]

• • • • • •Soaring Calendar Classifieds
G FA

Single-seater Sailplanes
Astir CS (WVN), Serial Number 1515, TT 1885, 
total landings 1539, Form 2 11/08, encl. trailer Rego 
10/08. Equipment: All tow-out gear, parachute, 
standard instruments plus XCOM 760 radio, Borgelt 
B400 vario with averager. $16500 neg. A/C currently 
located at Camden. Ideal club or syndicate aircraft 
– nothing extra to buy! Ph: Eddie 0408 603312 or 
Dave 0411 204433.
ASW 17 ZK-GKL, c/w enclosed & instruments, 
$39500. Ph: Brad Edwards 0427 202535 or  
02 67711733.
ASW 28-18 VH-GZV, 45:1 glide, 200 litres wing 
ballast plus fin tank, three batteries. New in 12/05, 
very low hrs, includes Euro-light alloy/fibreglass 
trailer registered in Vic. Owner moving O/S. POA.  
Ph: 0419 228148 or <wspaddon@netspace.net.au>. 
Club Libelle VH-GJJ. in excellent cond, 
approximately 2650 hrs. Enclosed trailer fair cond, 
$11000 ono. Ph: 02 43697484.
Cirrus, open, all gear, trailer, ‘chute, very good 
cond. Email <tigermothaya@aapt.net.au>.
Junior 51-1 VH-XOJ, 2688 hrs, Cambridge electric 
& PZL mechanical vario. Geneva 100ch radio, fresh 
2688 hrs, 2284 launches inspection & Form 2. Very 
good cond, $18500. Ph: 03 95214942.
Lak 12 VH-GDE, 20m glider, 1200 hrs, 350 landings. 
Has flown six World speed and distance records. 
Always hangared at Tocumwal, very good cond, 
$25000. Ph: 0429 001609.
LS4 VH-XCL, refinished in acrylic in 2004. C3, 
Tasmin, Garmin 2+ EW, English Ali trailer, based at 
Benalla, recent Form 2, available October, $55000. 
Email: <max.kirschner@talk21.com> or <bobfox@
freezone.co.uk>.
Nimbus 3 XQE (WW), 25.5m, immaculate cond, 
Cambridge datalogger, Microair radio, L-Nav, 
extended rudder, oxygen system, all groundhandling 
equipment & Cobra trailer, always in T-hangar at 
Bathurst, new Slimline parachute. Want to achieve 
what only long wings can give? Form a syndicate or 
give your club members a carrot to aspire too! All 
reasonable offers considered. Ph: 0413 158319 or 
<greg.vale@bigpond.com.au>.
Open Jantar 1 VH-GOD, 2700 hrs, Cambridge 302, 
Microair radio, Ipaq 3660 PDA, wings refinished 
1996, tow-out gear, covered trailer. 30 yearly 
completed 4/08, $30000 ono. Ph: Mike 0438 047985 
or <durramr@netspace.net.au>.
Open Libelle H-301B VH-GIR. TT 1700 hrs, 
longest flight 770km. Wing-root fairings, L-Nav 
(GPS compatible), Microair 760ch radio, Winter 
mechanical vario & oxy equipment. Twin 12-volt 
batteries. Groundhandling gear included & the 
trailer is serviceable, but needs work, $18000. 
Separately: National parachute (manufactured 2006) 
plus EW datalogger, Garmin GPS (II+), handheld 

NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS

All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising

See GFA website for new location details.
Ph: 03 9379 7411, Fax: 03 9379 5519
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>

Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution 
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.  

Photographs may be provided in either photo print  
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.  

Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please 
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope  

for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to 
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or 

credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the 
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.

• • •
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radio (Vertex Standard Pro V). $2000. Email: 
<LesK1@internode.on.net>.
Pik 20B, 30-yearly completed, good cond, with 
trailer & gear. Based Kingaroy, $30000. Ph: 0401 
381823.
Pik 20B VH-WQF, 1976, carbon spar, 2800 hrs, very 
good cond, winglets, tinted canopy, bug wipers, 
fully sealed, Cambridge GPS-Nav 25, L-Nav, Flarm, 
Microair radio, tow-out gear, watering system, 
wing covers, factory built trailer, $36000. Ph: 03 
53692300, 0437 043962, <rbuelter@hotmail.com>.
Pilatus B4, perfect mech. cond, all ADs complied 
with, 30-yearly completed, B40, G meter, tow-out 
gear, new panel, 2582 hrs, 3336 t/o, $14900.  
Ph: David Wright 0428 663630, <wrightsc@
bigpond.net.au>.
Std Cirrus GYY at Gympie Qld. 1479 hrs, 1728 
landings, enclosed trailer, B50 Borgelt & Cambridge  
vario, Microair 720ch radio. Form 2 just completed, 
$14000. Ph: 07 54416437, 0403 247359, 
<icanflysailplanes@gmail.com>.
Ventus 2Cx, multiple Nationals winner, excellent 
cond. & well below replacement cost. Sale includes 
many factory extras, plus wing & fuselage fuel 
tanks, wiring, plumbing & fuselage reinforcement 
for jet engine. Wings extensively profiled, painted 
& now stable. Instruments incl. ASI, Alt, Filser 
radio, B500 with PDA hook-up, Altair, Vega, Flarm, 
Cambridge GPS & display, electronic flap indicator, 
new trim/easier system, oxygen, parachute, near 
new Jaxida covers, tail dolly, tow-out bar, wing 
walker & Avionic trailer – $147000. Will sell without 
trailer, covers, Altair, Vega, Flarm, Cambridge 
– $127000. Ph: John Buchanan 0419 643711 or 
<j.bukes@bigpond.net.au>.
Ventus B VH-GFN, in good cond. & competition 
prepared by Roger Bond. An enclosed trailer  
is included in the price of $65000. Ph: Bruce  
08 82527905 or John 0412 383793.

Two-seater Sailplanes

Twin Astir IKC at Gympie, Qld. 4770 hrs, 11300 
landings, basic instruments, general cond. good, 
$27500. Ph: 07 54925703, 0403 944190 or 
<kaptynkybong@gmail.com>.
Twin Astir VH-KYK, offered by the Beverley 
Soaring Society ‚Äì in good cond. with no major 
repairs, 7000 hrs, enclosed trailer, Microair radio, 
mechanical & electric varios, B25 speed director 
& basic instruments. $34000. Ph: Greg Beecroft 
08 94595719, 0419 919065 or < greg.beecroft@
bigpond.com>.

Self-launching/Motor Gliders
1/2 or 1/3 share Ventus CM self-launcher 
available, presently based at Lake Keepit. Current 
use of T-hangar & optioned to buy fully comp ready, 
top performer. Excellent trailer, all tow-out gear, 
oxygen, Flarm, plus more. Ph: Robin 0419 839631.

Dimona H36, two-seat, 1/4 share, excellent  
cond, cheap flying & touring, based Camden,  
see [www.dimonamotorglider.com] for photos  
& details, $23500. Ph: Colin Brock 0432 141331.
Dimona H36 S2500 93hp, two legged 1991 Falke, 
$75K with new engine or 2200 Jabiru Falke. Ph: Ian 
McPhee 0428 847642 or <mrsoaring@gmail.com>.
Grob 103/3 Twin SL ‘92 VH-GLL, great handling 
glider, proven competition winner, 37:1, TT 500 hrs, 
engine 205 hrs, new prop, oxygen, Cobra trailer, 
$172000 ono. Ph: BGC 02 66847627 for details.
Lambada UFM11 motor glider. 300 hr as new, 
wing extensions for 13.8m, single pin de-rig, Rotax 
912, 100kt cruise @ 12L/hr, 1000ft/min climb. Radio, 
transponder, electric vario, fuel computer, feathering 
vario prop. New 130K, asking $90000. Ph: 02 
64583583 (Bombala Airport).
Nimbus 2 GOF, excellent cond, 1780 hrs, factory 
trailer, new canopy & harness. New dual batteries, 
new ASI & new altimeter. Nose hook. Two landings 
since last Form 2, $37000. Ph: 03 57952383, 0419 
588327 or <jfs37917@bigpond.net.au>.
Ventus CM self launch ZBM, No 37, 17.6m, 1200 
hrs, 100 engine hrs, Sage vario, SDI C3 final glide 
comp, Cambridge display & logger, wing covers, 
tow-out gear, tie-downs, excellent trailer, $112K.  
Ph: Robin 0419 839631.

General
REAL ESTATE – NARROMINE AIR PARK: 

Vacant block for sale. Largest single block in 
the estate over 2000m2. NE facing, great corner 
location. No need to buy two blocks to get adequate 
hangar frontage, priced to sell. Email: Miles Gore-
Brown <mgbsia@pacific.net.sg>.
Thompson Glider Trailer. Excellent cond, 
registered, new tyres, additional storage 
compartment. Fittings for ASW19 that I no longer 
have, $2900. Ph: Phil Eldridge 02 45790169.¬†

Wanted
Ventus 2CT trailer: Wanted to beg, borrow,  
rent or buy trailer to take my Ventus from Victoria  
to Queensland for the month of October. Email: 
<max.kirschner@tiscali.co.uk>.

Instruments & Equipment
Australian Made Ozflarm Aircraft situation 
awareness system & back-up logger. Altair/Vega-
superior glide computer & vario system (glass 
cockpit). Radios/Transponders. Ph: Nigel at RF 
Developments Pty Ltd 07 54635670, Mon-Fri 8-4pm, 
<nandrews@rf-developments.com> or [www.rf-
developments.com].
Everything Gliding from weak links to expensive 
instruments & radios for two-seaters as well. Ph: 
Ian McPhee 0428 847642, [www.mrsoaring.com], 
<mrsoaring@gmail.com>.

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of 
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value 
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues. 
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30, 
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring Asso-
ciation of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian 
soaring scene & relevant international news & 
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65 
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa, 
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
GLIDING INTERNATIONAL: The new international 
gliding magazine edited by John Roake. Specialising 
in being first with news from every corner of the 
soaring globe. A$60 p.a. Personal cheques or credit 
cards accepted. Contact: Gliding International, 
79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New Zealand. Email: 
<office@glidinginternational.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative 
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4 
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour. 
Available from the British Gliding Association, 
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England. 
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sail-
plane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail 
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith 
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring 
Society of America Inc. PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM 
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually): 
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publication 
of SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. 
c/o T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 
1, NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders 
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box 
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $20 pa. 

H G FA
All aircraft should be suitable for the intend-
ed use; this includes the skill level required 
for the specific aircraft being reflective of 
the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All 
members must adhere to the maintenance 
requirements as contained in Section 9 of 
the Operations Manual and as provided 
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment 
should always be inspected by an indepen-
dent person, an Instructor wherever possi-
ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
condition, airworthiness and suitability of 
the aircraft. It should include examination 
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is 
unethical and a legally volatile situation 
for individuals to provide aircraft which are 
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or 
aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Classifieds • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

 

Grob 103 Acro
4000 hrs, refinished in poly, recently re-upholstered. 
Lx4000, Terra 760, excellent cond. Recent Form 2. 

Must sell $65000 ono. Ph: 0408 195337  
or <maddogs1@optuset.com.au>.

Near new TeST Ultralight TST-10M Atlas

 

15m, single-seat, self launch glider, LD: 40/57kt, 
Rotax 447 UL engine, Ballistic rescue system, 

Br√§uniger Alpha digital avionics, X-COM radio, 
Becker c-mode transponder. Epoxy paint finish, 
blue tinted canopy. Asking price: NZ$ 107500 
(approximately AU$91000 @ 0.847). Available  
ex-Matamata NZ. Email: <gerald@resco.co.nz>  

or <gvv.resconz@xtra.co.nz>

Super Ximango VH-ZBN
Best thermaller in its class. L/D31:1. Retr. U/C.  

Easy wing fold for hangarage. Docile, easy to fly 
& very comfortable. Great touring a/c over 100kt, 

<15L/hr, six hr range. ZBN has excellent panel,  
incl. dual ASI, ALT, MMapD. Ph: 0429 955023.



June 2008  Soaring Australia 47

HGFA Schools

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia  

and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all  
year round & are open seven days a week.

Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment  
with first class tuition & equipment.

• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
•  Pilot Development Clinics for novice, 

intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
•  Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses, 

reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition

Contact: Peter Bowyer on
02 6226 8400 

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!

[www.paraglide.com.au]

ACT/NEW SOUTH WALES

Hang Gliders & Equipment
VICTORIA

Leaving Sport Sale: Sting 154, still crispy, excel- 
lent cond, nice blue/yellow & white colours. Batten 
profile & manual, $1500. Cocoon harness with back-
up chute, $300. Icom 40G radio & mike, etc, $200. 
Ph: 0428 372546/4393571 (Eltham).

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Wills Wing Eagle 145, excellent cond. (as new) 
with only 12 hrs logged. Suit lighter pilot looking  
for first step up from floater, $2000. Ph: Larry  
0408 815094.

Paragliders & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Firebird Zone DHV1, large, 100 to 130kg, blue/
white, as new cond, 30 hrs, $900. Full-face helmet, 
black, brand new Kiwi, Italian made, medium, $100. 
Ph: Derek 0410 640519.
Swing Mistral 4, Size 26, DHV1-2 DULV rated.  
Take-off weight 80 to 105kg, paramotor rated,  
black/white/red, done 130 hrs, never left in the sun  
& always folded properly, not stuffed. Byron Bay. 
Time for me to upgrade to a DHV2 so I am selling 
this great wing. A very stable wing for someone 
looking for a next step up from a DHV1 or a less 
active DHV3 wing. Any questions, feel free to email 
or call me! I have loads of photos, $2850 obo. Ph: 
Raven Dover 02 66849498, <ravdov@aapt.net.au>.

QUEENSLAND

Windteck Kali 1/2, 90/110kg, 20 hrs inland,  
10 hrs on coast, blue/orange/white, with fling man 
logo in centre, near new, suit new pilot, $1800.  
Ph: 0407 238017, <texws@hotmail.com>.

VICTORIA

NOVA Syntax, large, red, DHV1/2, 100-130kg T/O 
weight. As new cond, nine hrs, backpack & stuff 
sack incl. Apco Edge harness, red/black, very good 
cond. Large Charlie reserve chute, as new. $2500 
complete or contact me for individual prices. Also 
available: Two Bräuniger Comfort varios, $200 each, 
stuff sack $30, Medium Charlie reserve chute, $300, 
as new. Ph: 0419 401445.
Paramotor Airgate Mantis 3-W130, variable 
geometry harness, with trike base, spare prop, covers,  
charger & safety shroud, flown 10 hrs, [http://
powered-paragliding.net/english/parakrosny.html]. 
Two aircraft, foot-launch & trike. Easy disassembly, 
as new. Over $11000 worth, asking $8250. Ph:  
0417 341367 or <bohdan2@bigpond.net.au>.

Microlights & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES

Airborne XT 912, Streak III wing, $52000 ono. 
Like new, Registered 1/08 with HGFA, only 150 hrs,  
full service history, extended add-on high windscreen,  
engine cowling, Vee Rabbit aerial, Chatterbox two- 
place intercom system with Ipod input, two head- 
sets, dual wingtip strobe lights, Bolly three-blade 
propeller with DuraTuff LEs, Stone protector net, 
optional extra GRS parachute. Ph: Len 0404 808853.
Edge Classic. Refurbished base, new engine,  
brand new Wizard wing (500 hour upgrade). 
$28000. Ph: Val 02 42943256.
Quantum wing 300 hrs. $2500 ono. Also Apron 
(soft sides) for 582 Quantum. Brand new, $100.  
Ph: Val 02 42943256.

QUEENSLAND

Airborne Edge X 582 Blue Top T2-2988. 76 hrs  
since rebuild. Streak 2B wing 93 hrs. Incl. trailer, 
heavy duty covers, Lynx commset, helmets, work- 
shop manuals, log book & full history available, 
$22000. Ph: Tracey 0418 963796, <info@
azurephotography.com.au> (Cairns).
Airborne Edge 582 with (106 hrs) Blue Top 
motor & blue/white (40 hrs) Streak 2 wing. Always 
hangared & meticulously maintained, with full log 
book history. Just completed full 100-hr service, 
c/w many extras, incl. jerry can saddle bags, UHF 
radio, GPS with loaded maps & colour screen, trailer, 
covers, two helmets with intercom, $17500 ono.  
Ph: Bob 0417 616994 (Brisbane).
Airborne Edge, yellow/white Wizard 2 wing new 
2003, 120 hrs. 503 Rotax overhauled @ 290 hrs 
done 420 hrs, strong motor. Full instruments, incl. 
vario. Raptor headsets. Four-blade Brolga prop. 
$12750. Ph: Bob Queensland 07 41631779.

VICTORIA

Airborne Redback 2002. 149 hrs from new, 
all log books from new, Tundra tyres, strobe light, 
helmets & intercom, four-blade Brolga prop, ASI,  
ALT, HR, dual EGT, stone net, full set travel covers, 
Wizard 2 wing, in excellent cond. Can email plenty 
of photos. $15800 ono. Ph: 03 97161789, 0418 
554872 or <swillsy@bigpond.net.au>. 
Must sell: Airborne XT-582 2007 Cruze wing,  
oil injected, 60 hrs, radio, intercom, stored in hangar, 
disc breaks & more, $37500. Ph: 0433 551103. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Redback Trike, as new with trailer, 140 hrs only, 
$15000 ono. Ph: 0403 342484.

General
PARA SUPPLY

Flight suit $146, fast packing tube $41, Flight 
deck $47, PTT $51, stuff sack $47 and more... 
Para Supply’s aim is to keep the price at a fair and 
affordable level, turly directly sell shop  
[www.parasupply.com].

 

RAINBOW PARAGLIDING 
APCO AUSTRALIA

Offering the full range  
of APCO equipment

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty  
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique  

in the industry. Customer service and  
100% satisfaction guarantee. 

Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner  
of the Serial Class 2000

Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based 
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has 
access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the 
Cooloola National Park including Teewah and world 
famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly 
all year round, 60km cross-country flights have been 
achieved in winter! 
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per 
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own 
pace, between eight to 10 days. 
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing 
or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with 
the experts. 
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and 
the knowledge.  
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-
in, maintenance and repairs. 
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience, 
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia 

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581 
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157 

Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

QUEENSLAND

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members  
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified  

per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office  

for membership verification/payment by email  
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93792177 or post:  

60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042.  
The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication  

five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for 
one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission 
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.  

When submitting a classified remember to include 
your contact details (for prospective buyers),  

your HGFA membership number (for verification)  
and the State under which you would like the 

classified placed. (Note that the above does not  
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may  

place multiple classified entries, but will be  
charged at usual advertising rates.)
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NEW SOUTH WALES

•  MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10 
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days 
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large 
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe 
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge 
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007 
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!

•  YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most 
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 7000 
hours airtime since 1988, World Record Holder 
– 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem Flight in 
the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple National 
Records, National XC League Winner (inaugural 
2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner, Australian 
Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, HGFA Safety 
& Ops Committee (PG), International Comps 
Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt Borah.

•  NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day, 
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small 
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum 
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soar-
ing, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of 
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced 
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques 
& equipment costs only $1720 (including 
accommodation and $400 equipment discount).

•  THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We spe-
cialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group 
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher, 
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Inter-
mediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.

•  HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than  
you think!

•  ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST 
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag  
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,  
new & secondhand.

•  CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah  
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100 
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).

So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the per- 
son who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on: 
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>

‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.

NEW SOUTH WALES

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely 
renowned as Australia’s best flying region. 
Bright has been host to numerous Australian & 
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the 
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian 
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in 
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over 
10 years.

Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves, 
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455 

www.activeflight.com.au

VICTORIA

Australia Wide Services 
HGFA Approved Paraglider  

Testing & Repairs

•  Comprehensive testing and repairs  
to all paragliders

•  Fully equipped service and repair  
agents for:

  Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, 
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, 
Paratech, Sky, UP

•  Full written report 
•  Harness repair and modifications
•  Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
•  Parachute repacking
•  Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, 

New Zealand and Asia
•  Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081 

Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550  
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com> 
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA



www.highadventure.com.au 
We sell World Class Paragliders: 
UP, Apco and Sky paragliders, 
all with 3 to 5 year warranties.

Go to our website for best prices 
on Varios, Harnesses,  
Reserves, Wings, etc.  

All our prices online include 
shipping anywhere in Australia. 

We use Paypal for quick payment 
and secure service…

Packages: Get a New Wing, 
Harness, Reserve and  

Full-face Helmet for just  
$4100, current models.

Have friends that want  
to try Paragliding? Then tell  
them about our two-day free 

courses. Dates on our website.

See us now: 
www.highadventure.com.au  

or call 0429 844961

Fly Bali  
And be a part of the Fun in the 
Sun, Surf and Air during Winter 
2008… 

We are 
already 50% 
booked without 
advertising, that 
is how much  
fun our trips  
to Bali are!

2008 Tour Dates:
9 August to 23 August ONLY!

Bring your friends along to learn to fly in Bali:  
With a package course, learning to  

paraglide starts from $400 for the course

Email us now for Tour prices, 
course packages, accommodation 

and Airfare deals: 

<Fly@highadventure.com.au>
[www.highadventure.com.au]

OAMPS Aviation

Australia’s Aviation  

Insurance Specialist

ACN 005 543 920

PO Box 1898

North Sydney 

NSW 2059

Fax: (02) 9424 1710

Email: aviation@oamps.com.au

GFA Glider insurance packages are 
the only option approved  
and initiated by the GFA for  
the benefit of members.  
Why pay more than you need to?
Call OAMPS Aviation now

(02) 9424 1700

OAMPS Insurance 
Brokers Ltd
ABN 34 005 543 920

Let us set a better course for your GFA Glider insurance

A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER



Tanarg cruising West MacDonnell Ranges
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